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President Report

Boer War Memorial Society WA
Welcome to our first Boer War Memorial Society WA ( BWMSWA) newsletter, Firstly thank you to our
Secretary and Paul for producing a welcome read to our Alumni which provides a vehicle for our
membership to keep in touch and allow the opportunity to disseminate further information and photos on the Boer War , especially Western Australian involvement.
That thousands of Australians volunteers crossed the Indian Ocean to fight in the Boer War of 1899 1902 is now viewed with puzzlement. Why should events in two Boer republics so concern them? And
yet most Australians at the time believed that they had every reason to be concerned with what went on
in up-country South Africa. One reason was simple. Many former Australians lived under Boer rule - a
rule that most saw as oppressive. In fact, so many Victorians then lived in Johannesburg that Aussie
Rules football briefly thrived there. Two later prime ministers of Australia, John Curtin and Ben Chifley, married women with South African connections. Australia’s once strong ties with South Africa have
now slipped from public memory.
On the 5 June 2016 the dedication service at the Boer War Memorial at Kings Park that is not only a
commemoration but also reconciliation was well attended. The interest and family connection among
West Australians with the Boer War is gaining interest that has allowed the BWMS WA growth. The
service was held with limited funds but this did not detract from the growing interest and patronage on
the day. It was pleasing to see a growing number of politicians, dignitaries, related organisations, families with Boer War connection and new attendees. It is important to note that the Boer War was also
the first significant war fought by people who called themselves Australians. It is now almost forgotten
that South Africa, in a minor way, was a training ground for Gallipoli and other campaigns in the First
World War. Indeed, one Australian soldier who had won the Victorian Cross in South Africa was to be
severely wounded at Gallipoli in 1915, and another winner was to be killed at Beersheba in 1917.
On Sunday 4 June 2017 the commemoration and reconciliation shall be held, as customary, at the Boer
War Memorial within Kings Park. The BWMS WA is extremely thankful to the Kings Park and Gardens
Authority with the restoration and refurbishments that has been undertaken that shall ensure the memorial is a place of commemoration and dedication for future generations. I thank our Secretary whose
persistent drive and sustained communication saw this to fruition. The completed restoration is superb
and shall stand as an enduring monument for many years to come.
It is scheduled to have a rededication service on 4 November 2017 where we hope to see those that attend this year commemoration in June attend the rededication with increased patronage to attend an
after event. This event is in planning and working towards holding at Fraser’s Reception centre which
is close to the Boer War Memorial within King’s Park.
Prior to the West Australian commemoration, in June, on Wednesday, 31 May, 2017 a small contingent
from WA shall attend the National Boer War Memorial Association to attend the opening of the National Boer War Memorial which shall end our long term commitment to raising funds for this vital monument. This also allows for the BWMS WA to continue on our great work and focus on fund raising to
allow opportunities in, educating the general public, school incursions programs to educate our future
generation on the Boer War and more importantly how it fits into the past West Australian landscape.
One of the many endeavours during 2017 is for the BWMSWA to secure a permanent home for the society. We have a few opportunities to secure a permanent home that requires further assessment and due
diligence to ensure it is a good fit for the society. The critical issue is seeking funds and grants which is
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currently underway in earnest.

Finding a home for the society shall allow proprietorship and more importantly consolidating our
future growth. It is also important to find an ambassador for our society and a financial benefactor
who can support our cause which is also a task as the Boer War is not one that is openly recognisable. Within our membership and those we have connected with we need to broadcast for a likely
person, corporate body or business. There needs to be ongoing events that incorporate our members, friends and descendants gathering more regularly through the year once we have secured a
static home or suitable venue.
Our secretary has been busy with spreading the word and seeking funds. With continued contact
with many RSL’s throughout Western Australia to have the Boer War commemoration as part of
their annual dedication program and inform the many RSL’s of our existence.
This year we have formally requested the Western Australia government proclaim and gazette the
31st of May as WA’s Boer War Day. The society has yet to receive any communication as yet.

The BWMS WA is fortunate in having a dedicated committee which I am privileged to be part of.
Their enduring commitment is commendable. The society is a Not-For-Profit organisation of likeminded individuals in promoting the Boer War and through the BWMSWA. I thank then all for
their support and commitment. The WA society is always seeking members to join the committee so
please let us know if you are interested.
A fascinating story of life and war in South Africa during the Boer War the life and times of David
Walter Davies, “Karri” (1867 -1926)
Son of rich WA timber merchant , sent to Johannesburg to sell timber to mine companies, uitlander, leader and friend of Cecil Rhodes, raised Australian Corps during Jameson raid 1895-96 and for
this goaled 1896 -97, helped raise Imperial Light Horse September 1899, captain then major with
Imperial Light Horse and on staff 1899 -1902 , refused honours for war service , failed to prosper in
post-war South Africa , returned to WA, intelligence officer in British army during the Great War,
probably the most influential Australian in the war , his Jewishness , economic interests, and political principles made him a firm enemy of the Boer government.
Yours President
David Thomas.
From the Secretary
ANZAC Day Trust Fund Grant Approved.
The WA Minister for Veterans, The Honourable Joe Francis MLA, has approved a grant of $2500.
to the BWMSWA to help meet the cost of running the annual Commemoration and Reconciliation
service.
The Treasurer will promulgate the list of financial membership which will provide individual Member Number. This Member Number should be used as future reference when renewing membership
fees in September of each year.
The Albany RSL Sub Branch at the initiative of its Vice President, Mr Laurie Fraser MBE, has permanently returned Boer War Day — 31 May, to its commemorative calendar.
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Have we forgotten about Western Australian Hill, South Africa?
Our study trip to Kings Park reminded me to ask just how
well we know of the individual battles that our soldiers,
sailors and airmen were involved in. The different battles in
WWI at Gallipoli, the Western Front have been mentioned
time and time again as have the battles in WWII e.g. Kokoda, D-Day, Coral Sea, Milne Bay etc.
But how many Australians are aware of the different battles
that occurred in the Boer War in which Australians forces
were involved in other than the ‘Breaker’ Morant issue?
There is little knowledge, I feel, because there is a misconception that the Australians fought under the banner of the
British Empire. However, Western Australia sent 930 soldiers to the Boer War. The first contingent embarked in November 1899 and the final contingent left in June 1902.
Due to the proclamation of the Commonwealth of Australia
many of the later units went as Commonwealth troops.
There were a number of skirmishes by Australian units.
Over 150 + engagements were recorded i.e. exchanges of
gunfire. The Australian War Memorial site lists a number of
actions involving Australian troops of which I consider 10
were significant engagements with the Boers. However one
battle that is not mentioned and I believe is of significance
to Western Australians. This is the engagement involving
Australians and the Boers on a hill subsequently called
Western Australia Hill.
On February 9th 1900, 28 men of the 1st WA Mounted Infantry held a small hill to the south of Slingersfontein to delay the advance of the Boers and to prevent the Boers from
outflanking the British camp. The hill was continually exposed to fire from the Boers including artillery fire from
sunrise to sunset. Two infantry assaults were launched
against the Australians but were repelled.
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By nightfall Lieutenant Hensman had been severely wounded
and Corporal Conway had been shot. Lieutenant Hensman died
later from his injuries. The Australians withdrew at nightfall.
Over 400 Boers were estimated to be involved in the engagement.
The Battle for Western Australia Hill is not mentioned on the
Australian War Memorial site other than a very brief mention in
“Operations around Colesburg 9 -28 February 1900” (see http://
www.bwm.org.au/site/Colesberg.asp). Google Earth does not
recognise Western Australian Hill at all or Australia Hill as it was
occasionally referred to.
Is this historical battle being overlooked because it was a “little”
battle not involving hundreds of personnel. In fact it was 28 persons vs. 400 Boers.

How should this situation be rectified? I suggest that the action
at Western Australian Hill be included in the Boer War history
unit of the WA secondary school curriculum and possibly a WA
Boer war page hosted by the Army Museum of Western Australia.
This last suggestion could well be part of the museum’s educational role that other museums are adopting
The engagement with the Boers at Western Australia Hill or that
a Western Australian Hill even exists is not known by many
Western Australians. The site is part of Western Australian military history. Perhaps one day Western Australian Hill will be visited to the same extent as Anzac Cove or Menin Gate.
Written by John Adeney.
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BELL, FREDERICK WILLIAM (1875–1954)
Frederick William Bell (1875-1954), soldier and colonial administrator, was born on 3 April 1875 in Perth, son of Henry Thomas
Bell, clerk, and his wife Alice Agnes, née Watson. Educated at A.
D. Letch's preparatory school and at the government school,
Perth, he joined the Western Australian Public Service in November 1894 as a cadet in the Department of Customs where he later
became a cashier.

On the outbreak of the South African War in October 1899 Bell
enlisted as a private in the 1st West Australian (Mounted Infantry)
Contingent. He first saw action at Slingersfontein, and later took
part in the relief of Johannesburg and of Pretoria and the battles
of Diamond Hill and Wittebergen; on 19 July 1900, in a sharp engagement at Palmeitfontein, he was seriously wounded and was
invalided to England. He returned to Perth in February 1901, was
commissioned lieutenant in the 6th Contingent on 8 March, and
re-embarked for South Africa. On 16 May at Brakpan, Transvaal,
while his unit was retreating under heavy fire, he went back for a
dismounted man and took him up on his horse. The animal fell
under the extra weight and Bell, after insisting that his companion
take the horse, covered his retreat; for this action he received the
Victoria Cross—the first awarded to a Western Australian.
After his discharge in May 1902, Bell joined the Australian section
of the coronation escort for King Edward VII. He then settled in
Perth but returned to England, joined the colonial service in 1905
and was appointed to British Somaliland as an assistant district
officer in April. Made an assistant political officer later that year
he held the post until 1910. While in Somaliland he took up biggame hunting and in 1909 narrowly escaped death when he was
badly mauled by a lion. He was assistant resident in Nigeria in
1910-12 and from then until the outbreak of World War I was an
assistant district commissioner in Kenya.
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In 1914 Bell, who had been commissioned in the 4th Reserve Regiment of Cavalry in August 1907, served in France
with the Royal Irish Dragoon Guards. He was mentioned in
dispatches and promoted captain in October 1915. On his
return to England he was made commandant of a rest camp
and promoted major; later, in the rank of lieutenantcolonel, he commanded an embarkation camp at Plymouth.
Two of his three brothers were killed in action with the Australian Imperial Force.
After the war Bell returned to the colonial service as a district commissioner in Kenya. In May 1922 in London he
married a divorcee Mabel Mackenzie Valentini, née Skinner, and in 1925 went into retirement in England. His wife
died in 1944 and on 20 February 1945 he married a widow
Brenda Margaret Cracklow, née Illingworth. He revisited
Western Australia in 1947. His wife survived him when he
died at Bristol on 28 April 1954.

Frederick Bell is commemorated each year with a memorial
lecture hosted by the Cottesloe RSL in November. BWMS
members are encouraged to attend this activity.

Notice:

Boer War Society Ties are available from
the Secretary @ cost of
$25.00 each.
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BOER WAR DAY 2016 - ALBANY RSL
Good morning everybody, I would especially like to thank his Worthiness the Mayor of Albany,
Mr Dennis Wellington, Superintendent Martin Voyez of the West Australian Police Service, Mrs
Annette Knight AM JP and the Honourable Tom Knight JP a former MLC for Southern province, both of whom are Freemen of the City of Albany, ESO representatives, distinguished
guests, ladies and gentlemen, and perhaps most importantly our youth, boys and girls.
Thank you for the opportunity to be here today and to be part of your 114 th Anglo-Boer War Anniversary commemoration and reconciliation service.
Albany has rightfully been at the forefront of our nation’s Centenary of ANZAC commemoration
events with both the establishment of the National ANZAC centre and the magnificent ANZAC
centenary event in 2014 that marked the departure of the first troop convoys to leave Australia
carrying our own and New Zealand’s troops to the battlefields of World War One.
Today’s commemoration event marks the end of an earlier and far lesser known, if not almost
forgotten military expedition; that of our state’s participation in the Second Anglo-Boer War of
1899-1902.
A little bit of background to the conflict, throughout the 19th century tensions were often high
between the British and the Boers and in 1880-81, the two sides fought a war, the First Boer
War in which the Boers inflicted several costly defeats on the British Army, and toward the end
of the 19th century tensions built up once more, particularly in relationship to the ownership of
the lucrative Witwatersrand gold mines in the independent Boer republic of Transvaal and the
Orange Free State. Elements within the South African colonies had become disgruntled with
increasing interference in their local affairs by the British, including the influx of many, many
Europeans and Brits into those colonies to tap into the new gold rush and this culminated in
1899 when the Boer farmers, the Transvaal and the Orange Free State in the north west of South
Africa declared war on the British by invading the British colonies of Natal and Cape Colony in
the south.
A rather brave decision for two small colonies to take on the whole of the British Empire, but
that's what they did, and some 450,000 British and colonial troops as they were then known,
were required to defeat a Boer force of about 90,000. There were some 21,000 British troops
killed or died of disease and 23,000 wounded. The Boers lost about 9,000 killed, but they had
24,000 prisoners of war sent off to camps and colonies around the globe. They also lost, I think
very, very sadly and perhaps unforgivably, some 28,000 civilians who were put into camps, later
called concentration camps, who died of malnourishment and poor medical treatment. Of a total
of 108 386 African natives were also interned with an estimated 20,000 dying in captivity.
The still young colony of Western Australia under the premiership of Sir John Forrest GCMG
was to raise contingents of volunteers to send to South Africa to serve as units within the British
army. The war was waged by an army of regular soldiers against the Afrikaner republics of South
Africa fighting for their independence from the British Empire.
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Most Australians believed in the idea of Empire and thought of themselves as British subjects. The Boer War gave Western Australians a chance to show their patriotism and to
prove that they, like other Australian colonists, were loyal to Queen and country.
Fighting for Empire, the first Western Australian volunteers were dispatched in 1899, followed by five other contingents and a contribution to the Commonwealth contingent after
Federation. 923 West Australians served in the Boer War out of a total of over 11,000 Australians. The 1st W.A.M.I. sailed from Albany on the SS MEDIC, 7th November 1899 with 5
officers, 125 other ranks, 17 horses, 2 maxim guns, 1 spring cart and 2 wagons under command of Captain (later Major) H G Moore, Commanding Officer of the Princess Royal Fortress.

Included in the 1st WAMI were 7 men from the British funded South Australian Permanent
Artillery, 6 of who were to crew the maxim guns and one to serve as Major Moore’s orderly.
The West Australian colonial contingent retained its own identity and fought as a discrete
unit, with officers drawn from their number. They fought as British soldiers because there
was no Australian nation; there was no Australian commander or Australian representative
on the staff of the British High Command. By the time a Commonwealth contingent could
be sent from Australia to South Africa in 1901, the war was all but over.
It is of note that Australian and New Zealand units fought alongside each other thus first
forging bonds that predated ANZAC by 15 years. Canada was also to send its troops to fight
alongside those from Australia and New Zealand and 100 Australians are known to have
served with the Canadians.

Western Australians played a significant role in the Boer war with Lieutenant Frederick
William Bell who was born Perth became the first Western Australia to be awarded the Victoria Cross. Bell was to be the first of 6 Australians to be awarded our highest decoration for
gallantry during the Boer War.
A notable fatality from Western Australia was to be Anthony Alexander Forrest, an Australian rules footballer and the son of Alexander Forrest, a prominent WA politician and nephew
of the then Premier, Sir John Forrest. Overcoming considerably family resistance, no doubt
due to his age he enlisted in the 5th Western Australian Mounted Infantry in 1900, and was
killed the following year near Carolina, Transvaal, at the age of 16 ½ . He was the first and
only Western Australian footballer of note to be killed on active duty.
Private Thomas Angel a drover from Western Australia won the Distinguished Conduct
Medal and was mentioned in despatches for the great bravery he showed in the Boer war; a
war he did not survive.
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Also representing both their race and state were some of the first indigenous Australians to
volunteer for service in the Boer War. An estimated 50 Aboriginal men went to the Boer War
as troopers, trackers and stock handlers. The most notable from Western Australia being
John Robert Searle who was born in Albany in 1869 and went to the Boer War in 1900 with
the 4th Western Australian Mounted Infantry, otherwise known as Imperial Bushmen.
One of our most venerable veterans was Lt Col Harry “Old Biltong” Vialls CB mid who was
first commissioned as a 2nd Lt in the West Yorkshire regiment in 1879 and retired in 1887
after service in the Afghan war of 1879/80. He came to WA in 1900, was promoted to major
and appointed commander of the 3rd WAMI contingent. For distinguished service in South
Africa he was made a Commander of the Bath, a mid and a QSA with 4 clasps. At aged 55 in
1914 he was selected to command the 16th West Australian Bn but was rejected on grounds of
ill health. He died a few years later in 1919 and is buried in Bridgetown.
Although not a Boer War veteran Lt-Col J. A. Campbell had an incredible military career
from enlisting at the age of 14 in the British Army, being commissioned from WO 1, through
to his final discharge from the AIF just short of 75.
He re-enlisted at the age of 73 and served as CO Embarked Troops on HMAT (A 48) Seang
Bee".
Campbell was not a Boer War Veteran as his request for overseas service was refused by the
then Premier of WA, Sir John Forrest on the grounds that he was too valuable in his role in
WA. (This was a rare case of a politician getting it right on military matters.)
He was however responsible for the recruiting, enlistment, training and dispatch of all 6 WA
contingents to the Boer War. Two of his sons served in the Boer war, one receiving a mid in
the same action that Bell won his VC and another was killed in action at Gallipoli of the 25th
April.
Although not born in Western Australia, the then Matron at the Kalgoorlie Hospital was Marianne Rawson who was to rise to prominence. She returned to Victoria in February 1899
and a year later in March 1900 was appointed as Superintendent of ten Victorian nurses to
accompany the Third Victorian Bushmen’s Contingent to South Africa. She was Mentioned
in Dispatches on 29 July 1902. After returning from South Africa, Sister Rawson returned to
Kalgoorlie, where in 1903 she was presented with the Royal Red Cross by the Governor of
West Australia. Even by the most parochial of standards, I believe that we can call her one of
our own.
In April 1900 Western Australian was to dispatch 11 nurses under Sister Mary Ann Nicolay
who had trained under Florence Nightingale. She was to continue nursing in Western Australia and was to make a significant contribution to medical services in our young state.
Their dispatch was under the auspices of the Western Australian Nurses Contingent Fund
chaired by Lady Forest. Some nurses even assisting in their own fund raising.
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No commentary on Western Australia’s contribution to the Boer War can be complete
without a mention of the horses and transportation animals. Our state was to provide
some 1,179 horses and an untallied number of mules and donkeys purchased by the British army
Western Australians were to feature in such notable engagements as the Siege of Elands
River and Colesberg where on the 9 February 1900 the Western Australians gallantly prevented the Boers outflanking the British position by defending what is now known as
West Australia Hill.
I wonder how many of our youth today know than in South Africa there is a hill named
after their state and the feat of their forefathers that lead to its naming.
It is perhaps worth giving it a mention today:
West Australia Hill lies 25 km east of Colesburg in the Eastern Cape Province, about 35
km south of the Orange River. It was the first place in which the 1st Contingent of the
West Australian Mounted Infantry, under Major Moore saw action on 9 February 1900.
In doing so they covered themselves in glory, and set the tradition of courage and service
followed by all Western Australian soldiers since then.
A troop of 27 men, under Major Moore with Lieutenants Darling and Hensman were patrolling east of a British military camp and hospital at Slingersfontein Farm, 23 km east of
Colesburg when they discovered a Boer force of some 400 men approaching from the east
with the intention of a surprise attack on the camp. Moore sent a messenger back to warn
of the approaching force and then took up position on a hill with two small associated
knolls with the object of stopping the Boer attack. The Boers had hoped to cross a narrow
neck of flat land before first light on 9 February to approach the Slingersfontein camp undetected in the cover of the surrounding hills and valleys. They were thwarted in this by
the West Australians, who occupied the trio of small hills dominating their approach neck
through which they had to pass. The action continued all day until the light faded when
Major Moore knew that he would be unable to see anyone crossing the neck and he withdrew his force. The delay enforced on the Boers was sufficient for the camp and hospital
to be moved further back along the railway out of danger. This battle was referred to as
the battle of Slingersfontein but was later given the name of West Australia Hill by the
GOC in honour of the defence.
Their actions on that day were chronicled thus by the Australian author and newspaper
editor Arthur G Hales in his book: Campaign Pictures of War in South Africa.
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“The Australians rode out steadily, and took up their positions with an amount of coolness
that startled older soldiers. This was absolutely their first trial on real fighting service, and
everybody connected with them was anxious to see how they would comport themselves
in the face of the enemy. Not only was it their first fighting effort, but it was their début in
the saddle, as until a week previous they had been simply infantrymen, and not a dozen of
them had ever been in the hands of a mounted drill instructor. It was a big task to set such
green men, but they proved before the day was out that they were worthy of the confidence reposed in them. Captain Moor, Lieutenant Darling, and Lieutenant Parker each
took a small section into action; the others were under the immediate control of their sergeants. They split up into small parties, and swept the very edge of the kopjes, peering into
gullies, climbing the outer hills, working along the ravines with a courage and thoroughness that would have done credit to the oldest scouts in all the Empire.
Whenever an Australian found himself in a tight place he simply dug his spurs into his
horse's flanks, lifted his rifle, and blazed into the ranks of the foe. If his horse was shot
dead under him he coo-eed to his mates, and kept his rifle busy, and every time the coo-ee
rang out over the whispering veldt the Australians turned in their saddles, and riding as
the men from the South-land can ride, they dashed to the rescue, and did not leave a single man in the hands of the enemy. Many a gallant deed was done that day by officers and
men. Captain Moor gave one fellow his horse, and made a dash for liberty on foot, but he
would have failed in his effort had not Lieutenant Darling, a West Australian boy, ridden
to his aid, and together the two officers on the one horse got back to the shelter of the
guns. The enemy still blazed away in the wildest and most farcical fashion. Had they been
Boer hunters or marksmen very few of the West Australians would ever have got across
that strip of veldt alive. As it was, only two of them got wounded, none were killed, one or
two horses were shot dead, and then the big guns got to work in grim earnest.”
The West Australians lost three men in the battle – one killed in action and two died of
wounds later. Lieutenant Hensman was mortally wounded and Privates Conway and
Kryger built a stone sanger around him to protect him from further injury. Whilst doing
this under heavy and accurate rifle fire, Conway was killed. Kryger was recommended for
the Victoria Cross but was eventually awarded a mention in dispatches. Sergeant Bishop
died of sunstroke and three others were wounded.
By holding West Australia Hill, these 27 men stopped the attack of 400 Boers and wrote
themselves into history.

The Boer War was also to be the first time that Australians were to question the wisdom of
their government in sending to what was viewed as yet another grubby little imperialistic
misadventure. A tradition that I am pleased to say, continues up until to that reflects the
strength of our democracy.
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Albany has much to be proud of in regard to our national military history and heritage and I congratulate you, Your Worthiness and especially Mr Laurie Fraser for this
splendid initiative today. You have done Albany proud and I hope set an example to
other RSL’s around our state for the future.
Thank you ladies and gentlemen.

Delivered by M r Kevin Bovill
Secretary Boer War Memorial Society of WA Inc
Albany 31st May 2016
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BWMS WA Inc— Quiz
Q1 a. When did hostilities commence for the 2nd Anglo-Boer War
A . 11th October 1899
1b. Who declared war on who?
A. The South African Republic and the Orange Free State declared war on Great Britain
E. The June 1899 negotiations in Bloemfontein failed, and in September 1899 British Colonial Secretary Joseph Chamberlain demanded full voting rights and representation for the uitlanders residing in the Transvaal. Paul Kruger, the President of the South African Republic, issued an ultimatum on 9 October 1899, giving the British government 48 hours to withdraw all their troops
from the borders of both the Transvaal and the Orange Free State, albeit Kruger had ordered
Commandos to the Natal border in early September and the British only had troops in garrison
towns far from the border, [citation needed] failing which the Transvaal, allied to the Orange
Free State, would declare war on the British government. The British government rejected the
South African Republic's ultimatum, resulting in the South African Republic and Orange Free
State declaring war on Britain. Although Jan C. Smuts wrote in 1906, "The Jameson Raid was
the real declaration of war ... And that is so in spite of the four years of truce that followed ... [the]
aggressors consolidated their alliance ... the defenders on the other hand silently and grimly prepared for the inevitable."
Q2. How many Victoria Crosses in total were awarded during the war?
A. 78
E Royal Field Artillery 8

Australia 6
Canada 4
South African constabulary 3
New Zealand 1
The balance going to assorted British army units
A bar to the Victoria Cross has been awarded on three occasions, one of these linked to the Boer
War. The first to gain the distinction was Lieutenant A Martin-Leake; the second was Captain N
G Ch Martin-Leake first served in the Second Boer War as a trooper in the Imperial Yeomanry.
After his year service was completed he stayed on in South Africa as a civil surgeon. He then
joined the South African Constabulary until he was forced to return home due to his wounds.
He was 27 years old, and a surgeon captain in the South African Constabulary attached to the 5th
Field Ambulance during the Second Boer War on 8 February 1902, at Vlakfontein when he won
his first VC. On the outbreak of the First World War Martin-Leake returned to service, as a lieutenant with the 5th Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical Corps, on the Western Front.
He won his second VC, aged 40 years, during the period 29 October to 8 November 1914 near
Zonnebeke, Belgium whilst serving with the Royal Army Medical Corps, British Army.
The third VC and bar winner was Charles Hazlett Upham duringWW-2. He was a member of the
2nd NZEF and a POW held at Colditz.
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Q3: A well-known figure from the siege of Mafikeng lived his last years in Nyeri,
Kenya, where he died and was buried in 1941. His christen names are: Robert Stephenson Smyth. Who was he?
A: Lord Baden-Powell
E: Baden-Powell was accused of illegally executing a prisoner of war in 1896, the Matabele
chief Uwini, who had been promised his life would be spared if he surrendered. Uwini was
shot by firing squad under Baden-Powell's instructions. Baden-Powell was cleared by the intervention of a military inquiry but the colonial civil authorities wanted a civil investigation
and trial. Baden-Powell later claimed he was "released without a stain on my character." Baden-Powell was also accused of allowing native African warriors under his command to massacre enemy prisoners including women, children and non-combatants.

Q4 a: General Sir Redvers Henry Buller VC, GCB, GCMG was sent to South Africa
to command a corps but due to his defeats was given an unfortunate nickname by
the troops-what was it?
b: Where did he win his VC?
a: Sir Redvers Buller
b: Anglo-Zulu War of 1879 at the Battle of Hlobane
E: He was defeated at the Battle of Colenso, during what was later to become known as Black
Week. Defeats at the Battle of Magersfontein and Battle of Stormberg also involved forces under his command. Because of concerns about his performance and negative reports from the
field he was replaced in January 1900 as overall commander in South Africa by Lord Roberts. Defeats and questionable ability as commander soon earned him the nickname "Reverse
Buller" among troops. He remained as second-in-command and suffered two more setbacks
in his attempts to relieve Ladysmith at the battles of Spion Kop and Vaal Krantz. On his
fourth attempt, Buller was victorious in the Battle of the Tugela Heights, lifting the siege on
28 February 1900, the day after Cronje at last surrendered to Roberts at Paardeberg.[10] After Roberts took Bloemfontein (13 March 1900), Buller correctly predicted that the Boers
would take to guerrilla warfare. Later he was successful in flanking Boer armies out of positions at Biggarsberg, Laing's Nek and Lydenburg. It was Buller's veterans who won the Battle of Bergendal in the war's last set-piece action.
For his gallant conduct at the retreat at Inhlobana, on the 28th March, 1879, in having assisted, whilst hotly pursued by Zulus, in rescuing Captain C. D'Arcy, of the Frontier Light Horse,
who was retiring on foot, and carrying him on his horse until he overtook the rear guard. Also for having on the same date and under the same circumstances, conveyed Lieutenant C.
Everett, of the Frontier Light Horse, whose horse had been killed under him, to a place of
safely. Later on, Colonel Buller, in the same manner, saved a trooper of the Frontier Light
Horse, whose horse was completely exhausted, and who otherwise would have been killed by
the Zulus, who were within 80 yards of him.
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Brendan Cook
0409203725

5 November 17

Rededication South
African Memorial, Kings
Park WA

November 17

(DTBC) Frederick Bell

BHIIC@chevron.com
Historian:
John Sweetman:
0409159343-email:
jrsweetman@hotmail.com

commemorative lecture.

Members:
Phil Sullivan: (M)
0417 182 998 (H)
9574 1185- emailphilmaur@bigpond.com
Paul Prickett:0408406-615 email:
paul_prickett@hotm
ail.com
Membership Secretary
Moira Wilson: 0407
752227-email:
moira70943@gmail.c

BWMS WA Inc
PO Box 3599
Success WA 6964
Web: www.bwm.org.au
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Boer War
Memorial Service
11am Sunday 4th June 2017
South African War Memorial
Kings Park in Perth, WA
The general public of Western
Australia are cordially invited to
attend the commemoration and
reconciliation service marking the
115th anniversary of the signing
of the Vereeniging peace accords
that brought the conﬂict to a close.
Dress: As per ANZAC Day
Limited seating
Refreshments available

Parking at Lotteries West family area or nursery depot
ENQUIRIES: 0407 752 227 | boerwarhistsociety@gmail.com

Boer War Memorial
society WA inc

‘Spectemur Agendo’

