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Our third Newsletter this year (2020), hot on the heels of our second, which was a special edition concerning the     
cancellation of the Boer War Day Commemoration Service, in light of COVID-19.   
 

We were all aware the World Health Organization (WHO) declared COVID-19 a pandemic. At the time, there was a lot 
of speculation on when COVID-19 will peak in Australia and statistics showed COVID-19 was still very much on the in-
cline.  Predictions suggested that we needed to brace ourselves for months to come.  We all followed the advice and 
restrictions and went into self-isolation and quarantine.  Hence, the responsible decision to cancel this year’s Boer War 
Day Commemoration Service. 
 

Events have turned and restrictions on gatherings have been lifted, slightly.  As of 11.59 pm, Friday 15th May, 2020, the 
Queensland Government lifted the restrictions of gatherings allowing a maximum of 10 people in a public space.  Not 
long after the announcement, I received a telephone call from Mr Jed Millen, President of the QMIHT (Queensland 
Mounted Infantry Historical Troop), suggesting we get together and lay a wreath on Sunday 31st May, the 118th anni-
versary of Boer War Day, 31st May 1902, when the Treaty of Vereeniging was signed.  Also, this year is significant as it 
is the 120th anniversary for the Relief of Kimberley (15th February 1900), Relief of Ladysmith (27th February 1900) and 
the Relief of Mafeking (17th May 1900).  
 

Therefore, in order to keep true to our objective to keep the legacy of our ‘Fathers of ANZACs’ alive, we decided Jed’s 
idea was great.  So, we rapidly went to task in arranging a small Commemoration Service, limited to a maximum of 10 
people.  The following attended and took part in the ceremony: 
 

Major-General Professor John Pearn AO GCStJ RFD (Retd.), our much esteemed Patron, who                                  
delivered the  Address and laid a wreath. 

Lieutenant Scott Mair, 2nd/14th LHR (QMI), who laid a wreath on behalf of 2nd/14th LHR (QMI). 
Jed Millen, President of QMIHT, who laid a wreath accompanied by John Stewart, of QMIHT. 
Nigel Baden-Clay, the Grandson of Lord Robert Baden-Powel, laid a wreath.  
Rev. Pierre van Blommestein, Secretary of BWAQ, conducted the opening prayer and closing benediction. 
Mrs Jennie Jones, Treasurer, Editor and Researcher of BWAQ, recited the Ode. 
Gordon Bold, Chairman of BWAQ, conducted proceedings and laid a wreath. 
Brad Strong, bugler, performed the Last Post and Rouse for the occasion. 

 

Sincere thanks to all who attended and took part in the ceremony.  We were also honoured by the attendance of 
2nd/14th LHR (QMI) Commanding Officer, who kept a safe observing distance.  A special thanks to Debbie Jones who 
kindly took photographs of the occasion for us, some of which will be included in this Newsletter.  RSL Queensland has 
requested we provide a few photographs for the possible inclusion in a forthcoming RSL publication.   Also, thanks to 
all those who took photographs for their various organisations. 
 

Coinciding with our Boer War Day Commemoration Service, His Excellency the Honourable Paul de Jersey AC,          
Governor of Queensland, released an address acknowledging the end of the Boer War – the video can be viewed on 
Facebook:    https://www.facebook.com/QldGovernor/videos/251878846030355/ 
 
Below are the words to His Excellency’s Address, as per the video, kindly provided by Chris Piggott-McKellar, Communi-
cation and Media Coordinator, Office of the Governor, Government House Queensland… 
 
 

Today we mark 118 years since the end of the Boer War.  

Cont. 

https://www.facebook.com/QldGovernor/videos/251878846030355/
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The Boer War marked the first full Australian commitment to a foreign military campaign, and this year, as your  Governor,                               
I was to attend a service in memory of all those who served. 

This year is different in many ways, but the desire to honour those who served our country is just as strong, so I will be marking         
this anniversary online. 

Queensland was the first Australian colony to offer troops to serve in the Boer War, and it was a Queenslander, Trooper Victor Jones 
from Rockhampton, who was the first Australian to die in action when he was killed in an ambush on the 1st of January 1900. 

Australians, including a number of Indigenous Australians, predominantly served in mounted units, and conditions were incredibly 
harsh. 

Almost as many soldiers died from disease as were killed on the battlefield or died from their wounds.  

Australian nurses tended to the wounded and dying.  

One man who served with distinction in the British Army was Sir Hamilton Goold-Adams, who went on to become the 12th          
Governor of Queensland.  

Sir Hamilton and his wife Elsie served Queenslanders through the four long years of the First World War and were widely            
admired for their unstinting support for the troops and comfort to the bereaved. 

Six Australians received the Victoria Cross in the Boer War. 

The 89 Queensland soldiers who died are remembered with the statue of “The Scout” in ANZAC Square in Brisbane, a             
landmark for generations of Queenslanders and a reminder of those who served in the Boer War. 

We cannot gather at memorials around the State this year to commemorate the end of the Boer War.   

But we honour their legacy, and that of all servicemen and women, by drawing on their stoicism, as we all play our part now,          
making sacrifices to aid a common cause. 
 

On behalf of the BWAQ Executive, I/we wish you well and safe keeping, through these trying and worrisome times.   
We still have a responsibility to help reduce the spread of COVID-19 and to protect those who are most at risk.  It is 
important that we all follow the advice and recommended steps to protect ourselves and others. We are not out of 
the woods yet!  Stay positive, all things, even bad things, come to an end – “This too shall pass…” 
 

BWAQ (Boer War Association Queensland) Committee: 
 

Mr Gordon Bold – Chairman. 
Rev Pierre van Blommestein – Secretary. 
Mrs Jennie Jones – Treasurer (Editor and Researcher). 
Ms Helen Underwood. 

 

Gordon Bold 
Chairman 

 
PS: -  Please don’t forget we have an AGM approaching, to be held sometime in August;  date yet to be determined.  In keeping   

with COVID-19 restrictions and social distancing, we may have to conduct the AGM via a video and/or voice conferencing 
process, if  feasible.      Our Secretary, Pierre van Blommestein, is looking into the practicality and if realistic, will provide 
details  concerning when and how to participate. 

 
Sunday, 31st May, 2020 

Commemoration at   “The Scout” 
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“Sieges – Past and Present” 
 

The Annual Address on the Occasion 

of 

Boer War Day 2020 

 

Major General John Pearn AO RFD 
 

 
 

Delivered at the Boer War Memorial 

“The Scout” 

Anzac Square, Adelaide Street, Brisbane 

Sunday 31 May 2020 

 

On this annual Boer War Day, we meet to honour the com-

batants and their families of both sides who perished in the 

Anglo-Boer War of 1899-1902.  The passage of 120 years 

brings a perspective of those times and of that terrible con-

flict.  Lest their memory be forgotten, and the lessons of 

that War fade from the ken of decision-makers of today, we 

meet quietly and humbly – in the context of another trage-

dy, the world pandemic of Covid virus infection. 

     The Boer War was a tragic example of asymmetric war-

fare, with the Boers numbering some 88,000 men, almost all 

of them farmers in uniform;  and the British forces which, 

at their height, comprised some 500,000 men, many of them 

trained troops.  Lord Kitchener’s drastic and often brutal 

methods achieved victory.  Today, on an occasion such as 

this more than a century later, we acknowledge the tragedy – 

not any transient glory of victory – of war.  We meet here 

briefly to reflect on the courage and sacrifice of the many, 

tens of thousands under death, of the combatants and civil-

ians of both sides. 

We meet here today with those who have served in recent 

conflicts in Africa, in one or more of the many protracted 

conflicts of more recent times.  We pay homage to those 

who died or suffered grievous aftermath,  “lest we forget”. 

The world tends to forget, as many of the details of the   

Boer War have faded from oral history and contemporary 

interest. 

Few today know of the Treaty and Peace of Vereeniging 

(May 1902) which ended the tragedy of the Boer War. 

     At this time we honour particularly those who served in 

the Sieges of Ladysmith, Kimberly and Mafeking.  At this 

time of our own siege, under the threat of the pandemic 

virus, Covid 19, we have been subjected to a tiny influence 

of what it is to be besieged.  It has not been a “tiny influ-

ence” for many, particularly those who have lost their jobs 

in the course of drastic societal restrictions placed upon 

Australians during the current pandemic – necessary and 

effective regulations that have had to have been imposed in 

order that many lives would be saved.  Our hearts are with 

those contemporary fellow citizens who have had their lives 

greatly modified as victims of a modern day siege. 

     We reflect particularly on the Siege of Mafeking, as this 

month has been the 120th Anniversary of the Relief of that 

Siege.  We are today in the presence of the Association’s 

honoured guest, Nigel Baden Clay, grandson of the hero of 

Mafeking, Colonel Robert Baden Powell (1857 – 1941). 

Mafeking was a small railway town, with some 2000 inhabit-

ants.  The defendants had several 7- pound artillery pieces 

and some one-pound cannon.  The besieging force had 

much superior artillery pieces to bombard the town;  and in 

particular their massive 94-pound French siege gun.  For 

several months the defendants were subjected to 30 to 40 

shells from that massive gun, every day.  With courage, in-

genuity, self-discipline, resilience and creativity, Colonel     

Baden Powell held off the besiegers for 217 days until relief 

finally arrived.  The lessons from that defensive operation 

are there for all who are besieged today. 

      After the disaster of the Siege of Khartoum, and      

General Gordon’s murder therein, the embattled inhabit-

ants of Mafeking and their courage and resilience captured 

the hearts and minds of the entire western.  The rejoicing 

was one of freedom, as we today look forward to freedom 

from another threat – not of shot and shell but of an invisi-

ble virus.  Thus today, as we reflect on this Boer War Anni-

versary and on the Relief of Mafeking, may we learn from 

the lessons of the past, that our future might be safer.  The 

lesson which follows every war is that there is no greater 

goal than to strive to maintain an honourable peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Scout” 

The Boer War Memorial 

Anzac Square, Brisbane 
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‘The scene is set in South 
Africa during the Boer War.  

An  Imperial  Yeomanry     
dispatch rider arrives with an 
urgent message for the Brit-
ish HQ in Cape Town.  He 
hands the message to a 
member of a Royal Engineer 
Telegraph Company, the pre-
decessors of Royal Signals.  

The message has arrived by 

mounted rider, a technology 

which has served military 

commanders for thousands 

of years, but will be now conveyed at the speed of 

light through the new electric telegraph, highlighting 

the significant change in signalling technology.  

The scene assumes that the telegraph network has 

been extended out from the Cape, but not yet as 

far as every area of conflict. In the background,  

soldiers can be seen working on the telegraph line 

using a cable wagon typical of the period.   

By 2008 a dozen former Yeomanry Regiments still 

survived as sub-units in the TA Corps.  These in-

cluded the Middlesex Yeomanry;  the first unit to be 

converted to signals.  Many of these units sent  

contingents to the Boer War as part of the Imperial 

Yeomanry.   

‘URGENT  FOR  CAPETOWN’ 

 

by 
 

Stuart  Brown 

for  the 
 

Royal Corps of 
Signals 

An Imperial Yeomanry dispatch rider arrives from an area of conflict with an urgent message                                                                                                

for the British HQ in Cape Town during the Boer War. 

The trooper illustrated is not from any particular 

unit, although extensive uniform and equipment 

research was carried out with the Berkshire Yeo-

manry and North Somerset Yeomanry.  

Two Volunteer Telegraph companies, one each 

from London and Glasgow, were sent out in 1899 

to help the hard-pressed regular companies cope 

with the very long distances experienced in South 

Africa – and the fact that the Boers took every    

opportunity to cut the lines to hamper communica-

tions! Details for the Royal Engineer cable wagon 

came from Scottish Telegraph Company (RE)    

material in the possession of 32 Signal Regiment.’ 
 

Footnotes by GJ Bold 

The picture is one of four oil paintings commissioned by the Royal Corps of 
Signals in 2008 on the occasion of the Centenary of the Territorial Army, to 
mark the contribution of Volunteers to the Royal Corps of Signals and Army 
communications.  This picture concerns the 2nd Anglo-Boer War… 
The painting is by Stuart Brown - a British artist and illustrator. Formally 
trained in illustration, he spent many years working as in-house artist to 
commercial design studios. This demanding environment developed the 
skills necessary to tackle any subject matter, though his passion for military 
subjects eventually led him to leave the commercial world to focus entirely 
on commissioned oil paintings.  With a free hand, Stuart Brown developed a 
style ideally suited to military subjects with a balance of atmosphere and 
technical accuracy. In 1995 he formed his own publishing studio Skipper 
Press to handle the production of limited edition prints.  Today, prints of his 
work are collected worldwide with commissioned originals in the collection 
of numerous military units… 
The Imperial Yeomanry Dispatch Rider depicted, going by slouch hat with 
feathers, looks very much like a member of the QMI (Queensland Mounted 
Infantry)…  
The badge of the Royal Corps of Signals, often simply the Royal Signals,     
features Mercury (Mercurius), with a caduceus carried in his left hand, the 
winged messenger; a major God in Roman religion and mythology.           
Mercury's caduceus is also used as a medical emblem, the winged messenger 
a major God in Roman religion and mythology…  
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Gordon  Bold 

 

Anglo-Boer War Memorial (Johannesburg) 

The Anglo-Boer War Memorial in Johannes-
burg, South Africa was originally called the 
Rand Regiments Memorial; dedicated to the 
men of the Witwatersrand  who joined as 
British soldiers in the Rand Regiments and who 
had lost their lives during the 2nd Anglo-Boer 
War (1899–1902). Today, the memorial is locat-
ed next door to the South African National Muse-
um of Military History.  On the 10th October 1999, the memorial 
was rededicated to all people who died during the 2nd Anglo-Boer 

War and hence renamed the Anglo-Boer War Memorial.  

Rand Regiments: 

In September and October, men who had been resident in the 
Transvaal, ‘Uitlanders’, but who had retained their allegiance to 
Britain, were ordered with their families and dependents, to leave 
the country.  Many of the exiled ‘Uitlanders’ had congregated in 
Natal; keen to be of use to their old flag. 

The vast majority of British refugee ‘Uitlanders’ from Johannes-
burg, were well-to-do men who received big wages; many being 

‘Randlords’,
 
mine executives, professionals, such as engineers, 

doctors and solicitors.  Across the Witwatersrand there were also 
the prospectors, mine contractors, timber-merchants, transport-
riders, hence naturally, physically capable.  There were also many 
others supporting and very much involved on the Witwatersrand, 
the world’s largest Gold Rush in history. 

News spread around the world and prospectors from Australia to 
California began arriving in masses and the first lanterns of a soon 
to be Johannesburg began flickering along dusty streets.  Men 
from all corners of the British Empire; the UK, Australia, New 
Zealand British Cape Colony, British Natal Colony, including 
Rhodesians from the British South Africa Company Colony 
(BSAC).   

The Rand Regiments were regiments mainly made up of these 
British ‘Uitlander’ exiles, as well as those who supported the Brit-
ish, from the Witwatersrand, such as the Imperial Light Horse, 
Johannesburg Mounted Rifles and Rand Rifles.  Other regiments 
such as, Bethune's Mounted Infantry, Commander-in-Chiefs Bod-
yguard, Thorneycroft's Mounted Infantry, South African Light 
Horse and the Railway Pioneer Regiment, included ‘Uitlander’ 
evacuees from the Witwatersrand. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Uitlander - a British immigrant living in the Transvaal who was denied citizen-
ship by the Boers for cultural and economic reasons… 
Randlords were the entrepreneurs who controlled the diamond and gold min-
ing industries in South Africa in its pioneer phase from the 1870s up to World 
War I… 
Colonel Aubrey Woolls-Sampson - a native of the Cape Colony of English ances-
try, a former gold miner.  According to his brother, Colonel Woolls-Sampson 
had developed a fanatical hatred for the Boers.  Hardly surprising, for during 
the 1st Anglo-Boer War (1880–81), which the Boers won, he had suffered three 
bullet wounds in one battle and barely survived.  Later, in 1896, he was impris-
oned by the Boers for his membership in a conspiracy of ‘Uitlanders’ who were 
working with Cecil Rhodes to annex the Transvaal… 
Colonel Walter David Davies was a son of Mr. M. C. Davies, owner of the Jarrah 
and Karri timber mills.  In the business interests of his father he went to South 
Africa; during his residence there established the sale of Western Australian 
timber in the South African market… 
Sir James Percy FitzPatrick, KCMG known as Percy FitzPatrick, was a South 
African author, politician, mining financier and pioneer of the fruit industry… 
Major Charles Herbert Mullins VC CMG, the son of son of the Revd Canon 
Robert John Mullins and brother to Robert George Mullins, the founder of St. 
And- rew's Preparatory School in Grahamstown.  He was a South African recipi-
ent of the Victoria Cross, the highest and most prestigious award for  

Imperial Light Horse (ILH): 

The Johannesburg Light Horse Regiment (JLHR), formerly the 
Light Horse Regiment (LHR) and initially known as the Imperial 
Light Horse (ILH), is currently an armoured car reconnaissance 
unit of the South African Army.  The Imperial 
Light Horse was raised by the British in Johan-
nesburg on 21st September 1899, by Colonel 
Aubrey Woolls-Sampson, Major Walter Davies, 
Sir Percy Fitzpatrick and Captain Charles Mul-
lins; it was named the Imperial Light Horse with 
the approval of Queen Victoria.  Its initial 
strength was 444 officers and men and was in-
formally known as the ‘Reformers Regiment’ as 
many of its officers served on the ‘Reform Com-
mittee’.   It was known more commonly as the ‘Uitlander Regiment’ 
by the Tranvaal Government and the Boer Commandos.  

However, the first muster of the Regiment took place in Pieter-
maritzburg, when war was a practical certainty.  In September and 
October, men who had been resident in the Transvaal, 
‘Uitlanders’, but who had retained their allegiance to Britain, were 
ordered, with their families and dependents, to leave the country.  
As previously mentioned, many of the exiled ‘Uitlanders’ had con-
gregated in Natal.  The vast majority of these British refugees 
‘Uitlanders’ were from Johannesburg; well-to-do men who received 
big wages; they were in fact the pick and the cream of the intelli-
gentsia. 

 The first commander of the ILH Regiment was 
Colonel John James Scott-Chisholme.   The ILH 
then consisted of 444 officers and men, chosen 
from 5,000 volunteers.  Colonel Scott-Chisholme, 
led the unit at its first engagement, the Battle of 
Elandslaagte on 21st October 1899.  During this 
battle, two Victoria Crosses were awarded: 

Captain Charles Herbert Mullins; and  
Lieutenant Robert Johnston.  

Colonel Scott-Chisholme was killed in action, leading from the 
front. 

The Regiment saw service at the Siege of Ladysmith, where another 
Victoria Cross was awarded: 

Trooper Herman Albrecht at the Battle of Wagon Hill. 

The ILH were involved at the Battle of Colenso, the Battle of Spion 
Kop and the Relief of Ladysmith.  At Spion Kop, the ILH was success-
ful in capturing Commandant Hendrik Frederik Prinsloo, the 
commander of the Carolina Boer Commando.  The ILH was then 
specially selected to join the Mafeking (Mafikeng) Relief Column un-
der Colonel Mahon.  On May 16th, Mahon's force broke through 
the Boers, eight miles north of Mafeking.  Eight men under Major 
Karri Davies of the ILH were the first to enter Mafeking on the 
night of 16/17 May 1900, to break the siege.  This was followed 
up in the morning by the joint relief columns of Colonel Mahon 
and Colonel Plumer. 

In late 1900, a second battalion - 2nd Imperial Light Horse (2 ILH) 
- was formed, under Major Duncan McKenzie; both Regiments  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
gallantry in the face of the enemy that can be awarded to British and         
Commonwealth forces… 
The Reform Committee was an organisation of prominent Johannesburg       
citizens which existed late 1895/early 1896.   The Transvaal gold rush had 
brought in a considerable foreign population, chiefly British although there 
were substantial minorities from other nations, all of whom the Boers referred 
to as ‘Uitlanders’… 
Colonel John James Scott Chisholme was a British cavalry officer who died 
heroically leading a charge that turned the Battle of Elandslaagte in the Second 
Anglo-BoerWar…                                                                                                                 
Major Robert Johnston, VC was an Irish rugby union player and soldier. 

 

Captain Mullins 

Lieutenant 
Johnston 
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and the Orange Free State Republic until the end of the war.  A 
fourth Victoria Cross was awarded: 

Surgeon Captain Thomas Joseph Crean - due to his actions at      
Tyger Kloof Spruit near Bethlehem in 1901. 

Johannesburg Mounted Rifles (JMR): 

The Johannesburg Mounted Rifles were raised on 12th December 
1900, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel ‘Bimbashi’   
Stewart, and operated as part of his Column.  The JMR was also 
made up of exiled ‘Uitlanders’.  The greater portion of the corps 
was in the early part of 1901, stationed in the Springs district on 
the  Witwatersrand.  They saw extensive active service on the  
Natal border in 1901 during Louis Botha's invasion, and later in 
the Transvaal and Orange Free State.  The Johannesburg Mount-
ed Rifles by the close of the campaign, proved a most useful, well-
led body of men. 

Captain Robert Wishart, an Australian, was asso-
ciated with the Johannesburg Mounted Rifles.  
Robert Wishart was born in    Barry’s Reef, Victo-
ria, on 12th September 1875.  He moved to South 
Africa around 1898 to work in the Witwatersrand 
goldfields, as did other Australians.  Soon after 
the outbreak of the 2nd Anglo-Boer War, he       
enlisted as a private in Bethune's Mounted      
Infantry on 23rd October 1899.  He was just one of a number of 
Australians who joined a unit in South Africa, rather than return-
ing home to enlist. 

Robert Wishart saw service with Bethune's Mounted Infantry at 
the Battle of Tugela Heights, from 14th February through to the 27th 
February 1900 and the Relief of Ladysmith, when the British Forces 
led by Lord Dundonald, with Churchill by his side, entered Lady-
smith on the afternoon of 1st March 1900.  Robert Wishart was 
promoted to Sergeant before being discharged from his unit on 
13th November 1900. 

In December, Sergeant Robert Wishart joined the newly formed 
Johannesburg Mounted Rifles (JMR) and participated in the skir-
mishing, defence and repair of the Laing's (Lang’s) Nek Tunnel, in 
June 1901.    

Soon after the Relief of Kimberley, Ladysmith and Mafeking, the rapid 
British advance of 1900 prevented the Boers from damaging the 
Laing's Nek Tunnel, to the extent they wished. They hurriedly 
dynamited the two entrances to the tunnel before Lord Dundon-
ald and his troops occupied the position on the 10th of May 1900.  
From July, the JMR operated as part of a column under the com-
mand of Lieutenant Colonel ‘Bimbashi’ Stewart, trekking and skir-
mishing in the east of the Transvaal and near the Zululand border. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Colonel John James Scott Chisholme was a British cavalry officer who died 
heroically leading a charge that turned the Battle of Elandslaagte in the Second 
Anglo-Boer War… 
  When the British Lions tour ended, Johnston, together with Thomas Crean, 
decided to stay on in South Africa.  Ironically he played rugby for the Transvaal 
Republic and captained them in the Currie Cup… 
Herman Albrecht VC was a South African recipient of the Victoria Cross… 
Major Dr. Thomas Joseph Crean, VC DSO was an Irish rugby player, British 
Army soldier and doctor.  In 1896 Doctor Crean was a member of the British 
Lions squad on their tour to South Africa.  When the British Lions tour ended, 
Crean decided to stay on in South Africa, working as a doctor in a hospital in 
Johannesburg and playing rugby for Johannesburg Wanderers… 
Bimbashi – was a title used for a major in the Khedivial Egyptian army between 
1805 and 1953.  It was also used by the Serbian revolutionaries as Bimbaša 
(1804–1817).  However, bimbashi, alternatively binbashi is from Turkish: Bin-
başı, meaning "chief of a thousand", a term that originated in the Ottoman 
army, for a major in the Turkish army… 
Barry’s Reef was named after Barry Francis who discovered gold in the area 
and set up camp eventually building a house.  During the gold rush days Barry's 
Reef grew in size… 
Field Marshal Frederick Sleigh Roberts, 1st Earl Roberts, VC, KG, KP, GCB, OM, 
GCSI, GCIE, KStJ, VD, PC, FRSGS (1832-1914) was a British Victorian era general  

In September 1900, JMR was operating to the north of the Natal 
Border and on the 17th was in support of Gough's Mounted 
Infantry as the former, advanced on Blood River.  After fierce 
fighting, Gough's force was surrounded and suffered severe cas-
ualties with JMR having to fall back to de Jager's Drift.  Lieutenant
-Colonel Stewart was mentioned in despatches for this retreat 
with his citation, stating: 

“Lieutenant Colonel Stewart, in falling back when he did, showed      
great judgement and a sound appreciation of the situation in a           
position of considerable difficulty…”  

In late 1901 and the beginning of 1902, JMR was chiefly em-
ployed in the Ermelo district of the Transvaal.  In May 1902, 
they crossed the Vaal River and participated in skirmishes in the 
Frankfort district of the Orange River Colony. 

By the end of the war, Robert Wishart held the rank of Captain 
and had been mentioned in despatches three times and recom-
mended for the Victoria Cross (VC).  He believed that the latter 
was for going to the aid under fire of a fellow soldier, Private 
Scott, who had been badly wounded.  However, Captain Wishart 
was gazetted the Distinguished Service Order (DSO) on 31st 
October: 

“In recognition of services during the operations in South Africa.” 

Captain Wishart commanded the JMR at the Coronation of 
King Edward VII at Westminster Abbey, on 9th August 1902 
before joining his cousin in Madagascar, as a gold prospector.  
He contracted malaria and never fully recovered, hence was 
judged medically unfit for service in WWI.  

He returned to Johannesburg, married Australian born Edith 
Carr.  The couple moved to a farm near Standerton in the East-
ern Transvaal (today Mpumalanga).  He and Edith had three 
children, never returned to Australia and died in South Africa in 
1936. 

On the 23rd June 1902, Lieutenant Colonel H.K. Stewart along 
with Captain Robert Wishart, Captain J Laing, Captain F.C. 
Beaumann, Corporal A Matthews and Private G Smith were 
awarded the CMG  (Companion of The Most Distinguished Order of 
Saint Michael and Saint George). 

Witwatersrand Rifles Regiment (WRR): 

The Witwatersrand Rifles, familiarly known as the ‘Wits Rifles’, 
was formed by proclamation on 1st May 1903 and absorbed the 
members of the Rand Rifles and the Railway Pioneer Regi-
ment, both of which had fought on the British side during the 
2nd  Anglo-Boer War (1899-1902). 

Rand Rifles:  

The Rand Rifles corps was raised towards the end of 1900,   
incorporating many of the ‘Uitlander’ refugees from the Wit- 
watersrand, some of whom were Australians attracted to the 
Witwatersrand Goldfields.  The Rand Rifles corps, was generally 
employed on the defences of Johannesburg and of posts in the 
surrounding district.  They saw some skirmishing and some 
sharp attacks on posts, but they were not in any big engagement, 
and had few opportunities of gaining distinction.  The corps 
remained on service till the end of the war. 

The Rand Rifles Mine Guards helped to protect the goldmines 
against destruction. 

Railway Pioneer Regiment (RPR): 

Mid-December 1899 recruiting for the Railway Pioneer Regi-
ment (RPR) began in Cape Town.  This was before Lord Rob-
erts commenced his advance from Bloemfontein to Pretoria.  
The RPR consisted almost entirely of civilian ‘Uitlander’ refugees, 
mostly mechanics from Johannesburg.  The RPR during the 
course of the war rendered excellent service.  The Railway    

Captain 
Robert Wishart 
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Pioneer Regiment was present; which ended in the capture of the 
post.  Unfortunately, Captain Frederick George Gale plus 4 men 
were killed and about 16 wounded. 

Commander-in-Chiefs Bodyguard: 

January 1900, Lord Roberts announced the intention to form a 
bodyguard from picked Colonials, to be com-
manded by Major David Tyrie Laing (locally 
Lieutenant-Colonel), an officer who had served 
in the 91st and 93rd regiments (Argyll and Suth-
erland Highlanders), and had settled in South 
Africa.  In the Matabele Rebellion, he had again 
taken to soldiering, and had done work of a 
very high order. In November 1900, Lord   
Roberts issued an order empowering Major 
Laing to raise a fighting regiment, 570 strong, with 2 guns, 2 pom
-poms, and 2 machine-guns, to be called The Bodyguard. So great 
was Laing's popularity that got over 1,000 recruits. The corps 
took the field in the Orange River    Colony. Lieutenant-Colonel 
David Tyrie Laing with 120 of his Commander-in-Chiefs Body-
guard went ahead to reconnoitre the route to Reitz. 
 

At Lindley on 3rd January 1901, a detachment of The Bodyguard 
came into contact with superior numbers of enemy troops.  The 
ensuing action led to significant casualties when Laing's men be-
came surrounded on three sides by Botha's Commando.  Faced 
with the option of continuing his defensive action or surrender-
ing, Laing chose to fight on.  They then deployed into the bed of 
a tributary, which provided some cover, the men put up a brave 
and determined defence which only faltered when Lieutenant-
Colonel Laing was shot dead with a bullet through the heart.  
Facing deadly fire, the remaining troops were forced to surrender 
and hand over arms.  Relief arrived too late to save the situation. 

 South African Light Horse (SALH): 

The South African Light Horse regiment was formed in the Cape 
Colony, November 1899, just one month after the start of the 2nd 
Anglo-Boer War.  By December of that year, 
8 squadrons had been raised from exiled 
‘Uitlanders’ from the Witwatersrand.  Sadly, 
the SALH was disbanded in 1907. The com-
manding officer tasked with raising the regi-
ment was Major (locally a Lieutenant-
Colonel) the Honour-able Julian Byng (10th 
Hussars) who would go on to rise to the 
rank of Field Marshal.  Winston Churchill, 
future Prime Minister of the United King-
dom, served as a lieutenant in the SALH from January to July 
1900. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 who became one of the most successful British military commanders of his 
time.  He was born in India to an Anglo-Irish family and joined the East India 
Company Army and served as a young officer in the Indian Rebellion during 
which he won a Victoria Cross for gallantry… 
Lieutenant-Colonel David Tyrie Laing, Commander-in-Chief's Bodyguard, was 
mentioned by Field Marshal Earl Roberts in despatches, April 16th, 1901.  He 
was a Fellow of the Royal Colonial Institute… 
Field Marshal Julian Hedworth George Byng, 1st Viscount Byng of Vimy, GCB, 
GCMG, MVO (11 September 1862 – 6 June 1935) was a British Army officer 
who served as Governor General of Canada… 
Sir Winston Leonard Spencer-Churchill (1874-1965) was a British politician, 
army officer and writer.  He was Prime Minister of the UK from May 1940 to 
July 1945, when he led the country to victory in WWII and again from October 
1951 to April 1955.  Apart from two years between October 1922 and October 
1924, Churchill was a Member of Parliament (MP) from January 1900 to Sep-
tember 1964 and represented a total of five constituencies… 
Sir Winston Spencer Churchill covers much of this in his book ‘My Early Life’…  
Alfred Beit (1853-1906) was a British gold and diamond magnate in South 
Africa, and a major donor and profiteer of infrastructure development on the 
African continent.  He was the founder of the Robertson Syndicate and the 
firm of Wernher, Beit & Co.   

They were largely financed by Wernher-Beit & Co. and together 
with the Imperial Light Horse they effectively formed a militia of 
exiled ‘Uitlander’.  A small section was used to protect the railway 
line to de Aar, but they mostly served as part of the Mounted 
Brigade of the Natal Field Force under Lieutenant-General Lord 
Dundonald, taking part in the relief of the besieged town of  
Ladysmith. 

Bethune's Mounted Infantry (BMI): 

This corps was raised at Durban in October 1899 by Major   
Edward Cecil Bethune, 16th Lancers, an officer 
who was to do well throughout the whole war, 
like several others who undertook the raising and 
command of irregular corps before the  value of 
these was fully appreciated at home.  

The regiment was present at General Hildyard's 
action at Willow Grange, on the night of 22nd    
November 1899, and did outstanding service.  At Colenso, 15th 
December 1899, the regiment, 500 strong, was present, but was 
detailed as portion of the baggage-guard.  

Interestingly, J.A. Smith, an Australian from Ballarat, was a 
member of Bethune’s Mounted Infantry and is listed at the   
Prisoners of War Memorial Ballarat. 

Thorneycroft's Mounted Infantry (TMI): 

Thorneycroft's Mounted Infantry was raised at 
Pietermaritzburg on 16th October 1899 by Major 
(later Lieutenant-Colonel) Alexander Whitelaw 
Thorneycroft of the Royal Scots Fusiliers and 
comprised 500 irregulars. Many of the volunteers 
were exiled ‘Uitlanders’.  

Around the 18th November 1899, Boer patrols 
under the command of Commandant David Joubert approached 
Estcourt from the north along the railway line.   By this time, the 
garrison had received substantial reinforcements.   General Hil-
dyard and staff, the 2nd Queen’s, the 2nd East Surreys, the West 
Yorks, the 7th Field Battery, Thorneycroft's Mounted Infantry 
along with some of Bathune’s Mounted Infantry, all arrived on 
or before the 18th November 1899, as part of the relief force for 
Ladysmith.  

On the 22nd November, Commandant David Joubert advanced 
to Mooi River, where the village was shelled by the four field 
guns that formed part of his force.  Mooi River was again     at-
tacked in pouring rain, on the 24th November with General Lou-
is Botha now in command, both groups having been         reunit-
ed.  The Boer presence at Mooi River caused much consterna-
tion in Durban. 

The TMI fought as part of the relief force at the Battle of Willow 
Grange, 23rd November 1899 and at the Battle of Spion Kop, 24th 
November 1899, with around 122 casualties out of 194 men, and 
were part of the breakthrough at Ladysmith. 

The Mooi River attack by the Boers, was repulsed.  On the 25th 
November, the Boer force was withdrawn to the Tugela River 
and by the 27th was back at Ladysmith, as part of the Siege force. 

Interestingly, there were three Victorians with the Thorneycroft's 
Mounted Infantry, all from Hawthorn, Victoria: 

Louis (Lewis) Raikes Garrett, Trooper, 

H R Cadden, Trooper and 

Alfred Harris, Trooper. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Albert Beit was very close to Cecil John Rhodes and was one of the founders 
of the British South Africa Company (BSAC) modelled on the British East India 
Company… 
Lieutenant-General Douglas Mackinnon Baillie Hamilton Cochrane, 12th Earl 
of Dundonald, KCB, KCVO (1852-1935), was a Scottish representative peer 
and a British Army general… 

Major Laing 

 
Lieutenant 

Winston Churchill 

Sir Edward 
Cecil Bethune 

Alexander 
Whitelaw 

Thorneycroft 
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Apparently, the above three men attempted unsuccessfully to 
enlist in the contingents leaving Victoria. They then made their 
own way to South Africa and enlisted with the TMI.  They may 
already have been in South Africa and part of the ‘Uitlanders’ in 
exile. 

Imperial Light Infantry (ILI): 

The Imperial Light Infantry was formed in 1899 in Pietermaritz-
burg, from ‘Uitlander’ refugees from Johannesburg.  It was made 
up of around 1000 men, under Lieutenant-Colonel Nash. 

It served in a brigade alongside Regular UK line infantry and saw 
fighting at the Battle of Spion Kop, Battle of Vaal Krantz and Battle of 
Inniskilling Hill.  It was decided to do away with the unit after the 
Relief of Ladysmith and was thus disbanded formally at Durban in 
1901. 

Lieutenant Colonel Nash was mentioned in Despatches by   
General Sir Redvers Buller, regarding the Relief of Ladysmith, in 
which he reported: 

"Major (Local Lieutenant Colonel) W.F. Nash, Border        
Regiment, commanded the Imperial Light Infantry…” 

Rand Regiments Memorial: 

On 17th June 1902, after peace had been declared, the Johannes-
burg Mounted Rifles, Imperial Light Horse, Kitchener's Fighting 
Scouts, and the Scottish Horse had the honour of marching past 
and being inspected by the Commander-in-Chief in Johannes-
burg.  Lord Kitchener referred to the fine service of these splen-
did irregular regiments, and indicated that there was a prospect 
of permanent volunteer regiments being formed which would be 
successors to the work, traditions, and organisation of each of 
them. 

In 1904, two years after the end of 2nd Anglo-Boer War (1902), 
Randlord Sir Lionel Phillips along with others, proposed a memo-
rial to commemorate the British soldiers that had died in the 2nd 
Anglo-Boer War.  The Rand Regiments' Memorial Committee was 
duly formed to raise money for the memorial.  In September 
1904, Captain George Hamilton-Dickson (later Lieutenant-
Colonel of the Rand Light Infantry) proposed a motion that a 
site be found for a memorial and that the Town Council start a 
scheme to build it.  The Johannesburg Town Council thought 
that the memorial should be dedicated to all those that had died 
in the war.  However, Sir Lionel Phillips and the committee disa-
greed and continued with the project.  Sir Lionel Phillips and his 
company, H. Eckstein and Co, purchased 40 acres (16 ha) in 
what was then known as the Sachsenwald Forest (today the  
suburb is known as Saxonwold) for the memorial. 

On 30th November 1910, Field Marshall the Duke of Connaught 
and Lord Methuen reviewed a group of volunteers at Milner 
Park before being accompanied by a detachment from the Imperi-
al Light Horse, to the Sachsenwald Forest/Plantation.  The site 
had only been approved a month prior the Duke's visit by the 
town council, no architect or design had been finalised.  Even 
so, before a solemn gathering the Duke laid the corner-stone for 
what was to be the future memorial.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Lieutenant-General Sir Edward Cecil Bethune, KCB, CVO (1855-1930) was a 
British Army officer who raised and led his own regiment, Bethune's Mount-
ed Infantry, in the 2nd Anglo-Boer War and directed the Territorials in WWI… 
Major-General Alexander Whitelaw Thorneycroft, CB (1859-1931) was a 
senior British Army officer during the 2nd Anglo-Boer War.  He was the son of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Thorneycroft, JP, a former High Sheriff of 
Staffordshire… 
Kommandant (Commandant) David Joubert was the son of Kommandant-
General Willem François Joubert of Lydenburg from 15th January 1851 to the 
17th December 1856… 
General Sir Henry John Thoroton Hildyard GCB (1846-1916) was a British 
Army officer who saw active service in the Anglo-Egyptian War of 1882 and 
the Second Boer War.  He was General Officer Commanding-in-Chief, South 
Africa, from 1905 to 1908… 

Design of the Memorial: 

The memorial was designed in 1911, by archi-
tect Sir Edwin  Lutyens, before he became   
famous for his war memorials after the end of 
the WWI. The design for the memorial was a 
20   metres (66’) tall, stone, four-arched struc-
ture which was completed in 1913.  Believed by 
some, the Arc de Triomphe in Paris, as well as 
the Roman triumphal arches, inspired the de-
sign of the memorial.  However, the colour of the stone and 
design is not that dissimilar to that of the India Gate, originally 
known as the ‘All India Memorial’ in New Delhi, which was also 
designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens; its foundation stone was laid on 
10th February 1921, 11 years after the cornerstone was laid for 
the Anglo-Boer War Memorial in Johannesburg.  Five vistas were 
laid out by the town council that would lead up to the memorial.  
On the columns are the names of members of the raised Rand 
Regiments, who lost their lives in the war.  
 

A bronze sculpture that embellishes the top of the memorial, 
was paid by Sir Lionel Phillips’ own personal funds, as a gift to 
the people of Johannesburg.  The sculpture was commissioned 
by Sir Hugh Lane, designed in Paris by Naoum Aronson.  The 
bronze sculpture was mounted above the memorial facing west, 
in April 1914.  There are differing opinions on what the sculp-
ture represents: 

Some sources suggest Nike the Greek Winged Goddess of Victory; 

Others suggest the Angel of Peace, probably in the interest of reconcili-
ation between the English and Afrikaners.   

The Lutyens Trust says the initial design was for a Triumphal 
Angel but the final design was one of an Angel of Peace.  However, 
in reality, based on the politics of the time, the former suggestion 
is probably the most accurate, if one considers Milners’ kinder-
garten.  Supporting this belief is that the memorial was known as 
the Kakiemonument (which in English translates to the 'Khaki 
monument'), referring directly to the British by the Afrikaaners 
who had fought against the British during the 2nd Anglo-Boer 
War. 

Rededicated - Anglo-Boer War Memorial: 

The memorial was rededicated on 10th October 
1999 in memory of the men, women and chil-
dren of all races and all nations who lost their 
lives in the Anglo Boer War, 1899–1902.  On 
the 1st June 2002, saw a gathering at the memo-
rial to commemorate the hundred-year anniver-
sary of the signing of the Treaty of Vereeniging 
on 31st May 1902; the end of the 2nd Anglo-
Boer War. 

 A total of 22,000 British soldiers, 7,000 Boers, 24,000 black 
men, women and children, and 26,000 white women and chil-
dren who had died during the war or in concentration camps, 
were remembered at the ceremony.  
In 2015, the City of Johannesburg budgeted for restoration to 
the memorial which included cleaning the sculpture and adding a 
protective coating.  Other work carried out to restore the memo-
rial was the introduction of storm drainage, as the stone blocks 
had moved out of alignment due to years of excessive moisture 
in the ground. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Lieutenant-Colonel William Fleetwood Nash DSO, was born 27th September 
1861, the son of Henry Fleetwood Nash… 
 

General Sir Redvers Henry Buller, VC, GCB, GCMG (1839-1908) was a British 
Army officer and a recipient of the Victoria Cross, awarded for his actions in 
the Anglo-Zulu. In the 1st Anglo-Boer War (1880-1881) he was Sir Evelyn 
Wood's chief of staff, following year was head of intelligence in the Egypt 
campaign, and was knighted.   

Sir Edwin Lutyens 
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was knighted.  He served as Commander-in-Chief of British Forces in South 
Africa during the early months of the 2nd Anglo-Boer War and subsequently 
commanded the army in Natal until his return to England in November 
1900… 
Sir Lionel Phillips, 1st Baronet (6 August 1855 – 2 July 1936) was a British-
born South African financier, mining magnate and politician… 
Lieutenant-Colonel G.H. Hamilton-Dickson MVO was Commanding Officer of 
the Rand Light Infantry (RLI) an infantry regiment of the South African Army 
which dates back to the Transvaal Cycle Corps, which was formed in Johan-
nesburg on 1st October 1905 from the Bicycle Section of the Transvaal 
Scottish Regiment…  
Prince Arthur, Duke of Connaught and Strathearn (Arthur William Patrick 
Albert 1850-1942), was the seventh child and third son of Queen Victoria 
and Prince Albert.  He served as the Governor General of Canada, the tenth 
since Canadian Confederation and the only British prince to do so.  In 1910 
he was appointed Grand Prior of the Order of St John and held this position 
until 1939… 
Field Marshal Paul Sanford Methuen, 3rd Baron Methuen, GCB, GCMG, 
GCVO, DL (1 September 1845 – 30 October 1932) was a British Army officer. 
He served in the Third Anglo-Ashanti War in 1873 and then in the expedition 
of Sir Charles Warren to Bechuanaland in the mid-1880s.  He took a promi-
nent role as General Officer Commanding the 1st Division in the Second Boer 
War.  He suffered a serious defeat at the Battle of Magersfontein… 
 

Sir Edwin Landseer Lutyens, OM, KCIE, PRA, FRIBA (1869-1944) was an Eng-
lish architect known for imaginatively adapting traditional architectural 
styles to the requirements of his era.  He designed many English country 
houses, war memorials and public buildings.  He played an instrumental role 
in designing and building New Delhi.  In collaboration with Sir Herbert Baker, 
he was also the main architect of several monuments in New Delhi such as 
the India Gate.  Sir Herbert Baker KCIE FRIBA RA (1862-1946) was an English 
architect remembered as the dominant force in South African architecture 
for two decades, and a major designer of some of New Delhi's most notable 
government structures, for example: 

• The Union Buildings form the official seat of the South African Gov-
ernment and also house the offices of the President of South Africa. 
The imposing buildings are located in Pretoria, atop Meintjieskop, 
completed in 1913; and 

• The Secretariat Building or Central Secretariat is where the Cabinet 
Secretariat is housed, which administers the Government of India, 
completed in 1927 and has a remarkable similarity in its symmet-
rical design to the Union Buildings… 

Naoum Aronson (1872–1943) was a sculptor who lived for most of his life in 
Paris. He is known principally for his busts of important leaders, including 
Ludwig van Beethoven,[1] Louis Pasteur,[2] Leo Tolstoy,[2] Grigori Rasputin,
[2] and Vladimir Lenin… 
The Lutyens Trust is a charity dedicated to preserving and promoting the 
spirit and substance of Lutyens heritage… 
Milner's Kindergarten is an informal reference to a group of Britons who 
served in the South African Civil Service under High Commissioner Alfred, 
Lord Milner, between the Second Boer War and the founding of the Union 
of South Africa. They were in favour of the South African union and, ulti-
mately, an imperial federation of the British Empire itself.  Post 2nd Anglo-
Boer War, Alfred Milner, 1st Viscount Milner, KG, GCB, GCMG, PC, was the 1st 
Governor of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony from 23rd June 1902 to 
1st April 1905… 
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The ‘Fighting Fourth’ arrived in Brisbane to much fan-
fare on 6th August 1901. 

Joseph was discharged on 13th August 1901.   In May 
1902, he was arrested, along with a fellow ex-
contingenter, over the theft of a pocket watch from a 
man at a coffee stall in Queen St.   For his part in the 
crime, Joseph was convict-
ed of receiving stolen prop-
erty and sentenced to six 
months with hard labour at 
Boggo Road and St Helena 
Island prisons. 

It is perhaps ironic that the 
first day of Joseph’s sen-
tence was a public holiday, 
declared to celebrate the 
signing of the Treaty of   
Vereeniging. 

Joseph was one of the many 
veterans of the 2nd  Boer war  
who went on to serve in the Great War, however he 
was not an ANZAC.  In the years followlng his incar-
ceration, for reasons which remain unknown (but pos-
sibly because of his criminal conviction), Joseph 
changed his name to Jack Fraser Mitchell and in 1912 
he left Australia to take up work in Malaya. 
 
When WW1 broke out, 
Jack was working in 
Singapore and, be-
cause of German naval 
activity in the region, he 
was unable to return to 
Australia to enlist.   
However, he was able 
to get passage to Eng-
land where, on Christ-
mas Eve 1914, he     
enlisted in the 2nd King 
Edwards Horse, a    
cavalry regiment of the British Army.   In May 1915, 
Jack arrived at the Western Front as part of an impro-
vised infantry force sent to provide emergency relief to 
the Canadian First Division, which had just endured 
the first use of gas on the battlefield. 

Jack served subsequently in the Machine Gun Corps 
and was awarded the Military Medal for action at Serre 
on 1st July 1916, during which four of the seven mem-
bers of his gun team were killed.    

In November 1916, he married an English woman 

from Suffolk, Constance Bezant.   Connie, who was 15 

years younger than Jack, had four brothers who enlist-

ed in the British Army.   Of the four, only one survived 

the war. 

Jack continued to serve on the Western Front for the 
duration of the war.   In 1917, he was wounded by   
exposure to gas and his health subsequently deterio-
rated, resulting in his transfer to the Labour Corps 
where he remained until his discharge in August 1919. 

PRIVATE JOSEPH NORMAN GREER, 4TH QIB 

Submitted by Ray Mitchell 

Grandson 
 

Joseph Norman Greer 

was born in October 1879 

at Geham, just north of 

Toowoomba.   His parents 

were Irish immigrants who 

had worked their way 

westward during the con-

struction of the Ipswich-

Toowoomba railway line, 

before establishing a farm 

at Geham, under the 

Queensland government 

Homesteaders Scheme.   

The 8th of 10 children,  

Joseph was four years old 

when his mother died 

from complications during 

the birth of her last child.   When he was 8, one of his 

brothers was killed in a drowning accident and when 

he was 12, the family farm was liquidated during the 

economic depression of the 1890s.   Such were the 

uncertainties of life in those days. 

At age 20, Joseph joined the 4th Qld Imperial Bushmen 

Contingent to the Boer War, departing Brisbane on the 

Manchester Port for South Africa in May 1900.   The 

Manchester Port arrived at its original destination of 

Biera on 14th June, however, it was redirected to Ca-

petown, where the 4th Contingent finally disembarked 

on 23rd June.    After three days of rest at Maitland 

Camp, the men and their horses travelled for six days 

by train to Kroonstad in Orange Free State.   From 

there, they rode to Pretoria to join General Hamilton’s 

force and commence operations. 

During July and August, the 4th QIB took part in  sever-
al minor skirmishes in the pursuit of General de Wet.   
In September, the Contingent carried out operations in 
the Magaliesberg ranges, where the forces of General 
Koos de la Rey were encountered.    

The most notable battle in which the 4th QIB took part, 
was the engagement at Rietfontein (Rhenoster Kop) in 
November.   Joseph’s older brother John was in the 
3rd QMI, which also took park in the battle, so it is pos-
sible that the two crossed paths there.   In early 1901, 
the 4th QIB was back in pursuit of General de Wet.    

By then, Kitchener’s scorched earth policy was being 
implemented and, in accordance with that policy, the 
4th QIB is recorded as having burnt the town of Bethel, 
Pretoria on 20th May.    

The final operation of the 4th QIB was the occupation 
of Piet Retief in Orange Free State in June 1901.   In 
July, the Contingent sailed from East London on the 
Brittanic to return to Australia.    

J. N. Greer, 19th May 1900. 

Newspaper photograph from   

The Queenslander. 

Joseph on his return to 

Brisbane.   August 1901. 

Jack Mitchell aka Joseph Greer, 

(aged 37), November 1916. 



 

Correspondence and Donations to: -  The Treasurer,  Boer War Memorial Association Qld,  c/o  P. O. Box 1215,  Oxley,  Qld.  4075        11 

Jack arrived back in Australia with Connie in Septem-

ber 1919 and they settled initially at Spring Hill in 

Brisbane.   Their first-child (Jack jnr) was born in Feb-

ruary 1920, but sadly he died at only six months of 

age.   After the birth of their second child in 1922, the 

family moved to the Sunshine Coast hinterland, 

where they lived for the next decade, first at Yandina 

and then Mooloolah.   During this time, three more 

children were born.   Jack worked as a butcher and, 

for a short while, had his own butcher shop. 

Jack’s final years were spent in deteriorating health 

and poor financial circumstances.   Although he had 

returned from the war partially invalid due to gas ex-

posure, Jack was ineligible for support from the Aus-

tralian Government because he had not served in the 

AIF.    

Eventually, he became completely unable to work 

and in 1933 the family moved to Toowoomba, where 

Jack received care at Simla Returned Soldiers’ Con-

valescent Home, which was run by the Red Cross.   

Three months later, he succumbed to the long-term 

effects of his war injuries and died in December 1933, 

aged 54.   Joseph Norman Greer, aka Jack Fraser 

Mitchell, MM is buried in an unmarked grave in Dray-

ton and Toowoomba Cemetery. 

Lest We Forget 

 
For his service, Joseph was presented with the Queen’s 
South Africa medal with the following clasps:  
  

     South Africa 1901,     
   Transvaal,          
   Orange Free State, and       
   Cape Colony.  

 
After The Horses  

 
Have they ever waked you early,  
While the shadows lingered yet,  
E'en the grey dawn gathered fairly,  
Or the drowsy stars had set.  
  
Have you heard the wagtails cheery,  
Tell the dawn wind creeping cold,  
Till your foot was in the stirrups,  
And the whole world turned to gold.  
  
Ah, the joy of daybreak riding,  
How it makes the warm blood start,  
With a good horse stretching, spreading,  
To the music of your heart.  
  
And the morning's welcome, olden,  
With the magpies all astir,  
And long wet grasses, golden,  
Wipe the dry blood from your spur.  
  

           SGT Jack Perkins       
      4th Qld Imperial Bushmen  

 

THE RIBBONS OF THE QUEEN’S SOUTH AFRICA 
MEDALS 

Orange is the predominant hue of the medal ribbons 
that commemorate the fighting that has been going on, 
more or less continuously, through the last half of the  
century.  The first South African medal was issued in 
1854 to commemorate the Kaffir wars of 1834-35, 1846-
47, and 1850-53.  

Naturally the Orange River, which looms south of the 
Zambesi, gave the colour to the South African ribbon.   

The ribbon is orange watered silk, with two broad and 
two narrow stripes of blue.  The medal, with the same 
ribbon, was subsequently granted for the Kaffir, Zulu, 
and Basuto campaigns of 1877-79.  The continuity of 
colouring was carried on in the late nineties, when the 
British South Africa Company’s medal was authorised to 
be worn for service in Rhodesia, which is orange with 
three stripes of dark blue.  

The ribbon has a broad orange central stripe, a third the 
width of the ribbon, with narrow stripes of blue on each 
side, and broad stripes of red to make the borders.   
 

Swinburne, H.E. 1901, ‘The Ribbons of War Medals’, Evening 
News, Saturday 16 February, p.3S (originally published in the 

“Pall Mall Gazette”) 
 

Submitted by Jennie Jones 



 

Correspondence and Donations to: -  The Treasurer,  Boer War Memorial Association Qld,  c/o  P. O. Box 1215,  Oxley,  Qld.  4075        12 

www.boerwarriflecarvings.net 

 

  Boer  War  Association  Qld   

is selling signed copies of 

Dave’s books  

Part One    =   $65.00 

Part Three  =   $89.00  

    (Hard cover)  and    

(Soft cover)     $69.00 
 

We can order the books for 
you, and there will be no 

postage to pay. 

Quality Australian-made NBWMA Tie 

is available for sale  

Save postage by buying from          

the Treasurer,                                       

Boer War Association Queensland.  

(address below)  
 

$25.00 each    (Save $3.00 postage) 

Boer War 

Memorial 

Prints 

$10.00 each 

 

CARVINGS from the VELDT - Part Three 
Rifle carvings from the Anglo-Boer War  1899-1902 

  
The book contains all new material - another 346 pages (A4 
size) in full glossy colour featuring 338 more rifles, carbines 
and handguns - all with the names or initials of Boers and  
soldiers (mostly Australians and New Zealanders).  Also a 
selection of swords, bayonets, bandoliers, ammo, medals and 
a large selection of unit badges worn by both sides - British,  
Colonial and Boers. 
   

This book is available in both Hard cover and Soft- Card   
cover. 
 

Prices:       Hard Cover         =        $89.00       
                   Soft Card Cover  =        $69.00         
 

 Plus postage:  1 book  = $13.00,      
                           2 books  = $17.00  (overseas to be advised). 
 
  

Email:     david.george7@bigpond.com                          
Phone:    02  6676 4320   (9.00 am to 5.00 pm) 
 
 

 When you order, please advise your Postal address and if 
you require author to sign your copy?   Payment:  Bank  
deposit, paypal + 3.4% paypal fee - OR - money order or 
cheque (for paypal please use my email address). 
 

  
 

BOER  WAR  in Memory  MEDALLION 

$44.50 posted 
 

1.  Pay by cheque/money order: -        Make payable to:      

  Reserve  Forces Day  Council  Inc. 

 2.  Direct Deposit: -     

 Account Name:  -     Reserve Forces Day Council Inc.         

BSB: 182 512          Account No:  9627 59965        

      Please ensure your name is on the deposit and send    

me an email with your name, address  and details of     

the  purchase. 
 

 Major Frank Woodhams OAM ED (Retd) 

 Reserve Forces Day Council Inc. 

 3/800 Military Road, Mosman  NSW 2088 

 
 

Rudyard Kipling 

 

The Queen's Men 

"Gloriana" - Rewards and Fairies 

 

    Valour and Innocence        

    Have latterly gone hence 

    To certain death by certain shame attended. 

    Envy - ah!  even to tears! -- 

    The fortune of their years 

    Which, though so few, yet so divinely ended. 

    

    Scarce had they lifted up 

    Life's full and fiery cup, 

    Than they had set it down untouched before them. 

    Before their day arose 

    They beckoned it to close -- 

    Close in confusion and destruction o'er them. 

 

    They did not stay to ask 

    What prize should crown their task -- 

    Well  sure  that  prize  was  such  as  no  man 

 strives  for; 

    But passed into eclipse, 

    Her kiss upon their lips -- 

    Even Belphoebe's, whom they gave their lives for! 

Map of Southern Africa Showing the British Colonies and the  

Boer Republics circa 1899.  

Map submitted by Ray Mitchell 

http://www.boerwarriflecarvings.net
http://www.poetryloverspage.com/poets/kipling/kipling_ind.html

