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Qld Chairman’s Report 

 

Welcome to the fourth Queensland 
National Boer War Memorial Association 
newsletter.  
 
We now have 10 committee members 
on the Queensland Committee: 
 
Chair   Ron McElwaine 

Secretary Bill Cross 

Scribe  Derek Ellis 

Treasurer John Parnell 

Registrations Colleen O’Leary  

Member Jack Chipman 

Member Bob Hagerty   

Member Noel Wallis 

Member Miles Farmer 

Member Patrick O’Loughin 

 
National News: Where are we with 
the Memorial? 

 The Site Envelope has been 
surveyed and drawn up. 

 The Project Manager for this phase is 
Beacon Hill. 

 On the 4th Dec 09 a new association 
was formed, The Boer War 
Association, which is independent 
from the Armoured Corp Association. 
This new association will exist only 
for the duration of the monument 
project. 

 Since Christmas the Design Brief 
was finalised for the monument and 
the document was forwarded to the 
Commonwealth Attorney General for 
ratification. 

 The design competition is to be 
launched on the 7th April at Duntroon 
Officer’s Mess by Lt. Gen. David 
Hurley AO DSC, Vice Chief of the 
Defence Force. 

 Design Brief Documents will be 
available from April, so if you are 
aware of any company interested in 
the competition please contact us. 

 

State News 
 

Onverwacht Hills Commemoration 

 As we did last year, we 
commemorated the last major battle 
of the Boer War at Sherwood 
Cemetery on the 4th February 2010.  

 This was followed by morning tea at 
Sherwood Indooroopilly RSL Sub-
Branch. We had 80 people attending 
including Maj. Gen. Digger James 
AC,AO(Mil), MBE, MC, OSL(Rtd). The 
2/14 Light Horse Regiment provided 
the Catafalque Party under the 
command of Maj. Andrew Baker, who 
also delivered the Key Note Address.   

 

ANZAC Day 

 We will not be marching in the 
ANZAC Day March as we could only 
march as part of the descendant’s 
group. 

 

National Boer War Day 

 There will be a family day at Fort 
Lytton on the 30th May. Planning is 
well advanced and you will find later 
in this edition details of the day. The 
aim is to mark the signing of the 
armistice nationally, and to raise the 
awareness of the project. A formal 
Commemoration Ceremony will be 
conducted in ANZAC Square on the 
31st May commencing at 10:00am.  

 In addition to this, we are also 
endeavouring to co-ordinate services 
at memorials that were constructed 
post Boer War and prior to WW1.   
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Finances 

 Queensland has raised $22,140 
towards the memorial as at our last 
committee meeting.  

 

Descendents Register 

 We have many descendants 
registered from Queensland. 
However,there are many more people 
who would qualify, so please pass the 
word to friends and acquaintances. 
We need the names on the register to 
prove to the Government the 
community support for the project. 

  

I hope to see you at our functions in 
2010, particularly the 30th and 31st May. 

 

 
 

Ron McElwaine 
Chairman 
 

______________________________ 
 
 

Merchandise 
 
Badges 
Produced by the NSW Branch, these  
lapel badges are available at $7.50 each  
[+ Postage]  
 

Polo Shirts 
Available from the Queensland Branch 
are embroidered black BWM polo shirts. 
Ranging in sizes from Small to 4XL,  
polo shirts are $30 [short sleeved] or 
$36 [long sleeved] each [+ Postage]. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Stickers 
Stickers produced by the VIC Branch 
and can be purchased at $2 each. 
 

 
 

 

 

______________________________ 
 

State Contacts 
 

Interstate correspondence should be 
addressed to the appropriate 
representative on the list below: 

______________________________ 
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Editorial    
 

It has been a very busy year so far for 
the committee. Since I spoke to you last 
we have all endured a very hot dry/wet 
Summer, depending where you live in 
this Country. And if you are like me, I 
can’t wait for Autumn to get into full 
swing!  
 
We have another great historical article 
this issue by Mike Hanslow about the 
radio and what interaction it had with the 
Boer War. The feature article is about 
another Queensland soldier Trooper 
Victor Stanley Jones 1st Q M I – our 
thanks to Mr and Mrs Bekkers for 
allowing us to tell his story. 
 
We are all actively involved in getting 
the National Boer War Memorial 
Association Family Day at Fort Lytton 
organised so it will be a day to 
remember for all who attend. In this 
issue I have included the brochure 
advertising the family day. Distribute it 
among your family. You may also like to 
pass it on to friends, or take it to your 
work place so as many people as 
possible will get the chance to see it. It 
can be accessed on our web site: 

 
 

So how do you like our new banner? 
Looks good doesn’t it? We will be using 
it for the first time at the Family Day. 
 
And the following is a sample ticket for 
the raffle we are holding to raise funds. 
Eileen Webber, artist and a registered 
descendant, very generously donated 
one of her beautiful water colours 
already framed and ready to hang.  
 
 
 

 

 
 

The colours of the painting and frame 
are subtle and would suit most décor.  
 

Second prize will be a $100.00 voucher 
from Bunnings.  
 

Ticket will sell for $5.00 each, and all 
committee members will have books of 
tickets to sell. There will also be tickets 
on sale at Fort Lytton on the day, if there 
are any left. Only 1,000 will be sold, so 
get in early. It will be drawn at the Fort 
Lytton Family Day 30th May 2010. 
 
Do not forget our Commemorative 
Service on the Monday 31st May 2010. It 
will be 108 years since the signing of the 
Peace Treaty. 
 
This will be held at 10.am beside at the 
Boer War Memorial Anzac Square, 
Brisbane. However, if you live in other 
towns/cities of Queensland, check with 
your local RSL. If there is a Memorial to 
the Boer War in your area then a service 
will be held.  
 
These Soldiers and Nurses have been 
forgotten for long enough – it is up to all 
of us to make sure this is the beginning 
of an annual Boer War Day. 
  
 “Time to Remember”. 
 
 

 
 
Colleen O’Leary 
Editor. 
 Website www.bwm.org.au  
 

http://www.bwm.org.au/site/Functions_Boer_War_Day_2010.asp
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Historical Article 

 

Radio Communications During  
the Anglo-Boer War 

 

Author: Mike Hanslow 
 
 

 
Britain 
Although wireless played no part in army 
communications in the Anglo-Boer war, 
some very early equipment was sent out 
to the theatre for testing. It would only 
be in 1903, during the expeditions 
against the Mad Mullah in Somaliland, 
that wireless would provide a means of 
communication for military operations on 
land. 
 
Before the development of the 
thermionic valve by Fleming, Lee de 
Forest and others during the first decade 
of the twentieth century, the early 
wireless equipment bore little 
resemblance to those of today. The 
spark transmitters, working most 
effectively on very low frequencies, were 
large and cumbersome, receivers 
insensitive and unselective. In light of all 
subsequent experience, they had 
potentially little value for army purposes 
in the field – though for naval application 
quite the reverse was true. 
 
Marconi’s demonstrations between 1895 
and 1896 had attracted attention to 
wireless. Demonstrations were held on 
Salisbury Plain, where communication 
was established up to a distance of 
three quarter miles, and the following 
year between Poole and Needles. The 
Royal Navy’s Admiralty wasted no time 
in negotiating to acquire rights to use 
Marconi’s patents, though it is curious 
that they obtained these rights to the 
exclusion of other government 
departments including the War Office.  
 

 

 
Marconi 1896 Coherer Receiver 
 
The largest Navy in the world was 
desperate for some reliable means of 
communicating to her ships at sea. The 
Royal Engineer Committee was also 
very quick off the mark and in 1898 
appointed a representative to keep a 
watching brief on Marconi’s spanning 
the English Channel. In July 1899, HMS 
Juno would be the first cruiser to be 
fitted with a wireless set. Although 
debarred from using Marconi’s patents, 
an experimental section was established 
at Aldershot in 1899 by hiring from The 
Marconi Company a wireless system, 
complete with operators for active 
service in South Africa. Captain J. N. C. 
Kennedy, RE and some sappers were 
mustered into the newly formed 
Wireless Telegraph Section of the Royal 
Engineers. In November 1899, five 
portable sets were dispatched. 
 
The original plan was to use the wireless 
for control of shipping at Durban and to 
supplement the existing telegraph routes 
along the railways. While Captain 
Kennedy was at sea, the decision was 
taken in South African to use the 
wireless for mobile communications in 
the war area. Mr. Bullocke, the senior 
Marconi man in the party, agreed that 
the equipment would probably do what 
was asked of it. Time was spent building 
the equipment into GS wagons.  
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In Cape Town a demonstration to staff 
and attachés produced good results. A 
consignment of six sets from Siemens, 
for use by the Transvaal Republic, was 
found in customs during November and 
they were to be cannibalized for certain 
parts, which seemed to be superior.  
 

 
Siemens Coherer RX 
 
Marconi’s masts were too bulky and the 
Siemens masts too complicated. Instead 
ten-meter bamboo masts were taken up 
country instead, included was two-meter 
linen Baden-Powell Box kites and four-
meter balloons which might be used 
instead of the masts. The GS wagons 
were unsprung and totally unsuited for 
carrying the wireless equipment and the 
large capacity dry cells. They were later 
transferred to Australian pattern spring 
wagons.  
 
The wireless sets were distributed at 
DeAar, Modder, Enslin, Belmont and 
Orange River, providing communication 
for both Lord Methuen and Sir Redvers 
Buller. The weather caused the bamboo 
to splinter beyond repair. There was 
never good kite flying weather at both 
ends of a link at the same time.  
 
Marconi’s heavy spars were then 
ordered up from Cape Town and a 
composite structure 25 meters high was 
erected, but it was found that the sandy 
soil with rock beneath would not give a 
proper earth. Sheets of tin were buried.  
 

The four-meter balloons, as an 
alternative, were either lost or torn adrift. 
Adding to the problem, continual shocks, 
vibrations, exposure to dust and 
extremes of temperature often rendered 
the equipment unusable. The electrical 
static also caused the coherer in the 
receiver to become desensitized. The 
wagons needed continual attention. 
 
By this time enthusiasm seems to have 
waned. Although in a lecture to the 
Royal Institute in February 1900, 
Marconi claimed that the sets were 
working, but criticised the War Office for 
poor planning, the Army report does not 
make mention the sets having worked.  
 
The Army’s quick dismissal of wireless 
as an aid to wartime was not echoed by 
the Admiralty, who immediately asked 
for the now redundant equipment. 
Finally in March 1900 the equipment 
was passed to the Royal Navy. In 
addition, the Admiralty also agreed to 
take over three of the confiscated Boer 
sets used by the Army. The Royal Navy 
installed five of the sets in the Delagoa 
Bay Squadron that was carrying out 
blockade duties. Some successful 
experiments were carried out by the 
Delagoa Bay Squadron, where a range 
of 85 kilometers was recorded on April 
13, 1900 and unsubstantiated claims 
were made for communications between 
Delagoa Bay (Maputo) and Durban – a 
distance of nearly 460 kilometers. After 
the successful Delagoa Bay 
experiments, the Admiralty placed a 
large order for wireless telegraphy 
equipment with the Marconi Company 
during July 1900.   
 
Lt-Gen.Lord Methuen, CO 1st Infantry 
Division in one of his dispatches makes 
mention of railways carrying everything 
he needed to relieve Kimberly, from the 
largest field-gun to the smallest weapon, 
the experimental Marconi wireless set. 
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Transvaal Republic  
Shortly after the Jamerson Raid in 1896, 
the Transvaal Republic set about 
modernizing its small but efficient 
Permanent Force, the Staatsartillerie. 
The Staatsartillerie with a body of under 
200 men, were equipped with modern 
Continental fieldpieces and well trained 
under experienced Continental officers. 
Their uniforms were tailored in French 
and Germanic military style. There was 
also a dedicated corps of Field 
Telegraphists. 
 
During the year of 1898, South Africa 
heard of the wireless experiments of 
Marconi. Realizing that such apparatus 
though in its infancy would prove useful 
on the veld, the State Telegraph 
Department, acting on behalf of the 
military authorities, tried to order couple 
of proeftoetstelle or trail sets from 
Europe. The reason for their wanting to 
change to radio was spurred on by the 
fact that everyone could read their 
heliographic messages (messages sent 
by reflecting sunlight off mirrors). 
President Kruger’s ultimate plan was to 
have wireless communication between 
his Raadsaal (Council Chamber) in 
Pretoria and the four surrounding forts 
(Klaapperkop, Schanzkop, Daspoort and 
Wonderboom).  
 

 
Fort Klapperkop Telegraph Office 
 

The start is not quite as simple though, 
since when at first the Boers decided to 
acquire there own wireless sets, they 

contacted Marconi in England and 
asked him if he could supply the 
necessary equipment. For obvious 
reasons, Marconi declined to assist 
them. The ZAR then contacted 
Germany, who was pro-Boer at the time.  
 
Siemens and Halske of Berlin were 
awarded the contract on the 24th August 
1899 and started making six wireless 
telegraph sets equipment under license 
of Marconi at a cost of 110 Pounds 
Sterling (A brand new Mauser rifle could 
be purchased for less than 4 Pounds). 
The equipment had a guaranteed range 
of nearly 15 kilometers and used 
antennas 36 meters high. The Germans 
promised the equipment would be 
delivered within 14 days but only later in 
1899 did the sets eventually get 
dispatched from Germany. Attached to 
the Apparatus for telegraphy without 
wires (official name) was a set of 
operating instructions. The bad news 
was that instead of sending the 
shipment via Mozambique, as had been 
requested, the Germans sent the radios 
to Cape Town. By that time Queen and 
Kruger were at war and the equipment 
was stopped by customs and was 
commandeered by the Royal Engineers. 
 
While the British Army showed a lack of 
interest in wireless telegraphy, the Boers 
were progressive in their use of 
telegraphy and telephone facilities. The 
Transvaal Republic under President 
Kruger were the first to order a military 
radio set and even had a telephone 
exchange at the time when the British 
Army had none. 
 
After the cessation of hostilities the 
Ordnance Department held a sale of the 
redundant wireless apparatuses at Fort 
Knokke, Cape Town during 1904. Mr. F. 
G. Parson, then a young engineer for 
Post and Telegraphs in Cape Town, 
liked the appearance of the beautiful 
apparatus, bought it for a song.  
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Not long after there was an exhibition 
fete held at the Cape Town City Hall 
where the equipment established 
communication between the upper and 
lower ends of a big room. People came 
over to marvel at the demonstration. 
Afterwards it was packed into its cage.  
 
In 1911 the General Hospital in 
Johannesburg needed a replacement 
coil for its recently acquired Röntgen x-
ray machine. Mr. Parsons willingly 
parted with the transmitter as it had a 
coil similar to that needed by the 
hospital.   
 
In 1934 the War Museum in 
Bloemfontein with the help of Dr. M. C 
van Schoor obtained the wireless 
receiver from Mr. Parsons. While Dr van 
Schoor was searching for spares for the 
old receiver, he came across a dusty old 
box containing the elusive transmitter in 
a storeroom for the Railway Museum in 
Johannesburg. In 1965 the Railways 
donated the transmitter to the 
Bloemfontein Museum. United once 
again, the Siemens Cohere, Spark 
transmitter and Siphon recorder could 
be viewed at the Bloemfontein Museum.    
 
 

 
Spark Transmitter 
 
 

 
Siphon 
 

Early Radio Apparatus – how did it 
work? 
The spark coil formed the heart of the 
earliest radio transmitters. As the 
telegraph key was depressed, current 
would flow into the primary side of an 
induction coil. This would induce a high 
voltage to flow in the secondary 
windings of the coil and this high voltage 
would create a spark across the 
electrodes. During the time of the spark, 
an electromagnetic wave radio signal is 
produced.  The radio signal would then 
be radiated from the antenna, connected 
to the one terminals of the spark gap 
and other terminal would be connected 
to earth.  
 

 
Spark Gap 
 

Long before the development of the 
thermionic valves, the coherer was used 
to detect radio signals. Its operation is 
based upon the change in resistance of 
the coherer under the influence of an 
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applied radio signal. In the presence of 
radio frequency energy the iron filings 
cling together or cohering, allowing a 
current to pass. This current was used 
to actuate a telegraph sounder. A 
Siphon could be used to convert the 
received Morse code signal to a series 
of long and short lines drawn on the 
paper tape. 
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Publishers, 1997  
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Feature Article 
 

TROOPER VICTOR STANLEY JONES 
1ST Queensland Mounted Infantry 

 

 
 

Excerpts from Mrs Fiona Bekkers’ Journal 
 
According to family legend, Uncle Victor 
was a charming, handsome man 6 foot 
1 inch tall, who became Assistant 
Paymaster [Account] at the Mt Morgan 
mine. In September 1899, Victor Stanley 
Jones, regimental number 219, B 
Company QMI and a group of other men 
from Mt Morgan volunteered to go to the 
Boer War. He is described in a 
contemporary letter as “a gentlemanly 
young fellow who gave up a good 
position at Mt Morgan to join up”. We do 
not know why he volunteered, a sense 
of adventure perhaps, patriotism, an 
unhappy love affair, whatever the 
reason and there could have been 
several, he and twenty two others from 
Rockhampton found them selves on the 
train to Brisbane. 
 
On arrival they were marched off to 
camp at Meeandah near Pinkenba. The 
time passed rapidly with medical 
inspections, uniform and kit issues and 
the assignment of horses. The group 
from Rockhampton remained together in 
the First Queensland Mounted Infantry 
Contingent in B Company. 
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The schedule day of departure arrived, 
preceded by a special parade through 
George and Queen Streets to the 
Domain [Brisbane Botanic Gardens] 
where the troops were reviewed by 
Lieutenant-Governor Sir Samuel Griffith 
and presented with a banner made by 
the women of Brisbane. 

 

 
 

This consisted of maroon silk, worked in 
gold silk with the grand Union Flag in the 
top left hand corner and the unit crest of 
a large emu surrounded by the words 
Queensland Mounted Infantry and unit 
motto ‘Forward’ in the centre.  
 
That evening a grand banquet was held 
for the volunteers in the Exhibition 
Building and all joined with enormous 
enthusiasm in singing “Soldiers of the 
Queen”.  
 
Several more days elapsed before the 
last horse was loaded on board the SS 
Cornwall which finally raised anchor on 
the 1st November 1899 and set sail for 
South Africa, to the cheers of the vast 
crowd lining the riverbanks. On board 
were fourteen [14] officers and two 
hundred and fifty six[256] rank and file 
with about three hundred [300] horses 
under the command of Major Percy R 
Ricardo, Capt Harry Chauvel, Adjutant 
Capt Joseph Dods [Army Medical Corp] 
and Lieutenants David Elder Reid, 
Thomas Glasgow, Charles Cumming 
and Alfred Adie. 
 
As they cleared the mouth of the river 
one of the 22 from Rockhampton 

Trooper Ben Spurway noted that” Most 
of the men were cheerful and full of fun, 
but there were a few doleful ones. I 
suppose those who had parted with 
loved ones. Presently the boat began to 
lift up and down and sometimes seemed 
to wriggle a bit, there was a noticeable 
subsidence of hilarity and many of them 
became quite and furtively drifted toward 
the side, mostly ending in the desperate 
rush with their heads over the side. Poor 
beggars, it must have been dreadful.”    
[Source: Diary of Ben Spurway]  
 
Arriving in Sydney harbour the next day 
they were invited ashore for another 
banquet, following on the heels of a 
NSW Contingent which had departed 
that morning. However, Colonel Ricardo 
refused permission to land and relatives 
and friends in Sydney had to hire a 
small steamer to come out to the ship. 
Many never forgave him for this. 
 
On they went with more sea sickness to 
Melbourne where they were allowed 
ashore and thence to Albany where 
everything was made ship shape for the 
long voyage across the Indian Ocean to 
Port Elizabeth South Africa. They 
arrived on the 11th December after a 
monotonous journey of forty three [43] 
days during which many men 
succumbed to influenza. From here they 
were ordered on to Capetown and 
landed there the next day. 
 
Before leaving for Orange River with 
their horses The Queenslanders slouch 
hats and emu plumes were replaced 
with khaki helmets. Other clothing 
supplied by the British Army stores 
would not fit the colonials with their 
superior physique. 
 
It appears the Boers felt particular 
resentment towards the volunteers and 
picked them off whenever they had the 
chance. Besides the emu plume 
fluttering feathers gave their position 
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away to sharp-eyed marksman. The 
price on their heads was twenty three 
pound. 
 
The arrival of the Queenslanders 
coincided with the worst week of the war 
for Britain. General Buller, recently 
appointed Commander-in-Chief of the 
Imperial Troops split his force into three 
columns leaving the Cape undefended. 
This resulted in “Black Week” when the 
Boers soundly defeated the British in 
three battles and inflected three 
thousand casualties’ with consequent 
loss of prestige for their enemies. Buller 
was subsequently replaced by Lord 
Roberts. 
 
Britain was generally out of favour with 
the rest of the world because of its 
bulling tactics against those defending 
freedom and fireside, but it still had the 
Empire on which to call. The British had 
found that traditional military tactics did 
not work, enemies using smokeless 
powder and previously placed markers 
to give the range. They had no bayonets 
and despised heroics so would ride off 
to safety to fight another day. The 
colonials, on the other hand adapted 
easily to the outdoor life and rough 
conditions. Excellent horseman and 
scouts they could live off the land and 
endure disease, so made a contribution 
out of proportion to their numbers.  
 
However, they were not, on the whole, 
great marksman and needed strong 
leadership and discipline to curb their 
impetuosity. Colonial officers were 
inadequately trained and the troops did 
better when commanded by Imperial 
Officers.  
 
On the way to Orange River and after 
five hundred miles on the train the 
troops came to De Aar, the advance 
base of all the British armies in Africa 
where they were able to water and walk 
their horses. Finally at Orange River 

they were able to put up their tents and 
stay for 3 weeks. The horses set free for 
the first time since leaving Brisbane ran 
them selves off their legs and thirty one 
went missing.  Of the 40,000 Australian 
horses sent to South Africa, none 
returned home because of the strict 
quarantine regulations. Many died an 
early and cruel death on the desolate 
veldt. There is a plaque honouring the 
Australian horse of World War One near 
the Sydney Botanic Gardens, however 
nowhere is there a memorial to the 
horses of the South African War who 
suffered far more. 
 
On the afternoon of 31st December the 
force marched out from Belmont led by 
Lt-Col. Pilcher, as camp commandant. It 
was made up of the first Contingent QMI 
led by Col. Ricardo, one hundred and 
twenty  men from the Royal Canadian 
Infantry Regiment, sixty Imperial 
Mounted Infantry, four QMI maxim guns, 
one Canadian maxim, two NSW Army 
Medical Corp ambulances under Capt 
Roth [NSW] and Capt J Dods [QMI]  
with sixteen bearers and four hundred 
and fifty in all. They continued in a 
westerly direction where the Boers were 
known to be in laager the night before at 
a line of kopjes running from North to 
South. 
 
Colonel Pilcher had asked Colonel 
Ricardo to select intelligent men for two 
scouting parties one on flank, one officer 
and four privates in each. On the 
extreme left flank were Lt Adie and 
Privates Herman, Butler, Rose and 
Jones for picket duty and to discover the 
line of the enemy’s retreat. Ben Spurway 
writes “Poor Victor never new what hit 
him, but pitched forward out of his 
saddle. He was shot right through the 
heart, the first Queenslander to be killed 
in the Boer War”  
[Source: Diary of Ben Spurway] 
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A gravestone was erected on the spot 
with the inscription;  
 

“Trooper Victor S Jones QMI 
Rockhampton, killed at Sunnyside, 1. 1. 
1900 aged 27” 
 

Another fatal casualty from Queensland 
at Sunnyside that day was Pte David 
Cumming Mc Leod of Toowoong. He 
was described as a bright and soldierly 
young fellow. He was a gunner in the 
Queensland Permanent Artillery and 
returned immediately from a training 
course in Victoria to enlist in the First 
Contingent. Capt Dods wrote in an 
account of the engagement that “he was 
unable to do anything for McLeod but 
relieve the pain; he was with him when 
he died three hours later”. The 
Canadians for whom the Queenslanders 
had great respect and instant rapport 
erected a cross over the grave with the 
inscription, 
 
“To the memory of Private Mc Leod, the 
first Queenslander to fall. Erected by his 
Canadian mates” 
 
This inscription may have led to 
subsequent confusion about who held 
the dubious distinction of being the first 
at to die at Sunnyside, Jones or 
McLeod. 
 
One feels proud to be a Queenslander 
when reading of the deeds of our 
forefathers. They lived in less cynical 
times when patriotism was the order of 
the day and a constant theme was the 
debt of the colonies to the “Old Grey 
Mother” England. They knew little of the 
situation in South Africa but few 
questioned the decision to go to war. 
Besides, war would be a “Grand Picnic” 
a change from the humdrum of daily life 
with very little risk apart from getting on 
a horse and no expense. 
 

A contemporary British book speaks of 
the ‘Noble and Dashing’ Victor Jones in 
true “Boys own Paper” style and 
describes the congratulations that 
poured in from all parts of the Queen’s 
dominions for the excellent work 
accomplished by the colonials. 
According to A.B Patterson, they bought 
the country nationhood and world 
acclaim and he goes on to describe the 
soldiers thus; 
 

There’s a very well built fellow, with a 
swinging sort of stride, 
About as handy sort as I have seen 
A rough and tumble fellow that is born to 
fight and ride 
And he’s over here a-fighting for the 
Queen. 
 

He’s Queensland Mounted Infantry 
compounded ‘orse and foot. 
He’ll climb a cliff or gallop down a flat. 
He’s a cavalry to travel but he’s infantry 
to shoot, 
And you’ll know him by the feather in his 
hat! 
 

A.B. Patterson. 
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Fiona Bekkers 
Descendant of Trooper Victor S Jones 



May 31st, 1902 is the day that
the Anglo-Boer War officially ended.

The Peace Treaty was signed in Melrose 
House, Pretoria following negotiations

between British and Boer representatives

at Vereeniging, South Africa.

The senior British signatory was
General Lord Kitchener.

The senior Boer signatory was
General Louis Botha.

On Monday 31st May, 2010
National Boer War Day 

will also be commemorated
around Australia.

In Brisbane, there will be an
official ceremony at Anzac Square

commencing at 10.00am.

The National Boer War Memorial Association 
(NBWA) is now a national incorporated body that 
has been established to arrange for the design then 
construction of a suitable national memorial on 
Anzac Parade, Canberra. 

A NATIONAL DESIGN COMPETITION

A Design Brief has been prepared for release once 
the National Capital Memorials Committee, chaired 
by the Prime Minister, gives it approval. If you, or 
anyone you know, is a designer or architect who 
is interested in putting forward a design, please get 
in touch with the NBWMA to request a copy of the 
Design Brief. There is a prize pool of $74,000 for 
winning entries (see Design Brief for details). The 
final design will be chosen by the Prime Minister.

FOR THE BOER WAR MEMORIAL 
PROJECT TO SUCCEED

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT

Donations can be made by mail to:
The Treasurer, National Boer War Memorial Assn,

P.O. Box 428,  Clayfield   QLD   4011

An official NBWMA receipt will be issued.

National Boer War Day The National Boer War
Memorial Association

YOUR INVITATION TO

NATIONAL BOER WAR 
MEMORIAL FAMILY DAY

Sunday 30th May, 2010
Fort Lytton, Brisbane

1899 1902

ARE YOU A DESCENDANT OF 
A BOER WAR VETERAN? 

You can register online at our website: 
www.bwm.org.au/site/Data_Regist.asp

Or you can send your registration form to:
National Boer War Descendants,

P.O. Box 6161,  Mitchelton   Qld   4053 



EVENTS AND ACTIVITES
(All timings are approx and events are subject to change)

Morning Tea/Coffee and Hot Food
available from 10.00am

With support from local community groups

Tours of Fort Lytton
10.30am : 11.30am : 12.30pm : 12.45pm : 2.15pm

 Historical Cannon Fire Demonstrations
11.00am : 1.00pm  : 2.00pm

Re-enactment firings of “A” Battery 64 pounder 
  cannons; “Salute Spaced” and “Fire for Joy” in 
  succession, arranged by the Victoria Barracks 

  Historical Society, Brisbane, Inc

Waler Horse on Show
Courtesy of Australian Waler Horse Association

Presentations (in Main Building)
11.30am Breaker Morant 

1.15pm Aboriginals in the Boer War

Boer War Uniforms & Weapons Display

Boer War Corps Displays
Mounted Infantry, Artillery, Nurses

Veterans / Historical
Photos of Queensland Veterans

Boer War Stories & Memorabilia

Enjoy a fun, action-packed Family Day at Fort Lytton,
Sunday 30th May, 2010  ~  from 10.00am to 3.00pm

PUBLIC TRANSPORT AVAILABLE

Catch a Cleveland Line train to
Wynnum North station and a courtesy bus 

will pick you up from the station and bring you
to Fort Lytton. Return buses will also run
throughout the afternoon until 3.30pm

During the Boer War, 
six Australians and 
one New Zealander 
were awarded the 
Victoria Cross, the 
highest award for 
exceptional valour. 

ENTRY FEES AT GATE
Adults $4.50

Children $2.50

Family Group $14.00
(2 adults + 2 children)

NEED MORE INFORMATION?
Please ring Ron McElwaine

Mob: 0419 678 721
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