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NSW Chairman’s Message
Boer War day commemorations take
place on Sunday 31 May 2015. The
Sydney ceremony will take place at the
ANZAC Memorial in Hyde Park at 11:00am.
I hope to see as many of you as can make
it to that ceremony. The Adelaide service
will also take place on Sunday 31 May
at 11:00am at the Boer War Memorial,
Cnr of King William Street and North
Terrace, North Adelaide. Parking will be
available on Torrens Parade ground.

But what is happening in your area?

Please contact your local RSL or historical
society and let us know where and when
local commemorations are being held.
You will note that we have made further
progress on the Memorial with the

decision to fully fund the construction
of the second horseman. In February an
important meeting of the fund supporters
took place to brief them on the Memorial
and its progress. Funds are coming to us
from a wide variety of sources: corporate
donations, benefactors, RSL Sub-Branches
and from you the public. This is our
lifeblood. This is great but we still have
a long way to go. We acknowledge
contributions on the website and will
commence to acknowledge them in the
newsletter.
In this the Centennial year of ANZAC,
you will note stories in the newsletter
reflecting those individuals who served
both in the Boer War and in the First World
War, in particular those Boer War veterans
To page
who were awarded the VC in World War
I. 2
David Deasey
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Progress on
the Memorial

DONATIONS

So far this financial year donations to the
National Fund Raising Committee have been
received from
RSL sub branches
Auburn RSL Sub-Branch
Botany RSL Sub-Branch
Cabra-Vale Ex Active Servicemen’s Club
Castle Hill and District RSL Sub-Branch
Combined Services RSL Sub-Branch
Crookwell RSL Sub-Branch
Coogee, Randwick and Clovelly RSL SubBranch
Dee Why RSL Sub-Branch
Doyalson-Wyee RSL Sub-Branch
Mittagong RSL Sub-Branch
NSW National Servicemen’s Assn & Affiliates
Oatley RSL Sub-Branch
Smithfield RSL Sub-Branch
Societies and Corporations
Australian World War One Descendants
Australia-Britain Society (NSW)
Defence Reserves Assn South Australia
Friends and Family of the First AIF
The King’s School Old Boy’s Union
Krawarree Ballalaba Historical Group
The Military History Society of New South
Wales
Nutak Pty Ltd

Thank you

PLEASE MARK THIS DATE
IN YOUR DIARY
BOER WAR DAY IS
11:00AM SUN 31 MAY
When you set out to celebrate
Boer War Day this year please
take a camera with you. We need
your pictures and support for this
newsletter and the national website.
Evidence of your participation will
encourage involvement by others
and the more supporters we have
the better we will succeed in raising
much needed funds. Thank you.

First horseman

Second Horseman

The National committee has now
moved to authorise full construction
of the 2nd horseman statue. It is
hoped to have a half-sized model
completed
shortly.
Meanwhile
the 1st horseman is approaching
completion. All bronze castings
are finalised and assembly is almost
complete as can be seen in the photo.

We hope to gain publicity when we
move the statue from Melbourne to
Canberra this year. The Australian War
Memorial and its Director, Dr Brendan
Nelson, have generously agreed to
store the completed statues until they
can be placed on the site. Design work
is underway for the 3rd Horseman but
still much more money is required.

HISTORY BEING TOLD IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA
It was with pleasure that the invitations to attend the following
BWMA (SA Branch) accepted recent Services.
15 March Macclesfield RSL: Dedication of new Memorial Gardens.
19 April Williamstown History Group: Dedication of new plaque.
25 April Gladstone Dawn Service: wreath for R.A.A.N.C
May is always History Month in South Presentations. Mrs Monty Smith will
Australia and the SA Committee make the PowerPoint presentations
receive many invitations for Boer War to groups – details below.
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN SCHEDULE OF PRESENTATIONS
16 May
Fleurieu Peninsula Family History Group			
4 May
Williamstown Family History Group
26 May
Adelaide Collectors Club
5 June
Tea Tree Gully View Club
28 June
Royal SA Regiments Association
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Book a Speaker An invitation from David Deasey, Chairman, NSW Committee of NBWMA
for Your Association
Don’t hesitate to contact
me to arrange a speaker for
your association. Our lively
presentations are about 40
minutes allowing time after for
questions, but are often adapted
for both shorter and longer
periods to meet your needs,
lunchtime or a conference.
The story of Australia’s
contribution to the Boer War is
little known. Our presenters are

delighted to put our first war
as a nation into context. 23,000
Australian soldiers and nurses
served, 1,000 did not return. We
are remembering them.
Regardless of the duration of
the presentation requested,
our speakers need a working
computer, video projector and
screen for supporting visuals, and
for larger groups, a microphone.

NSW SCHEDULE OF PRESENTATIONS
12 May
22 May
13 July
13 Oct

11:00am
10:00am
10.30am
2.30pm

Roseville Golf Club
Turramurra Bowling Club
Lane Cove West Bowling Club
Lambton Bowling Club

Society of Australian Genealogists
Presentation - David Deasey Guest Speaker

To arrange for a speaker contact David Deasey
0409 585 877 –

Lindfield East Probus
Barra Brui Probus
Lane Cove Probus
Ausgrid Retirees Club

David Deasey
David Deasey
Keith Smith and Paul Lenehan
Les Perrett

RISING SUN BADGE
The 2nd Pattern Rising
Sun Badge created
in April 1902 added a
scroll with the words
‘Commonwealth Horse’
and changed ‘Australia’
to ‘Australian’. This badge
was a modified version
for the Commonwealth
Horse.
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Lake Cargelligo and the Boer War
John Courtenay Chanter, William
George
Crockett,
Frederick
Creswick, Charles Francis Creswick
and John William Hiscock were all
connected with Lake Cargelligo.
Charles Creswick, a Shearer, enlisted
in 2 section F Company of the NSW
Imperial Bushmen in 1900 and served
until that unit returned to Australia
in 1901. His brother, Frederick
Creswick, enlisted as Trooper number
409 in D Squadron 5th Australian
Commonwealth Horse. This unit was
regarded as of one of the finest to
leave our shores, arrived in theatre
after the war was over and saw no
action.
John William Hiscock was born in
Corowa but from a young age was
driving mail coaches on the Lake
Cargelligo run. He served as Trooper,
No 1320 with the 3rd NSW Mounted
Rifles.
Most prominent of soldiers however
was Chanter. Born in Victoria
he served as Trooper No 459, D
Squadron NSW Citizens Bushmen.
D Squadron became the personal
bodyguard to Lieutenant General
Lord Methuen after the Elands River
operation. Following his Boer War
service he remained in the Army as
a volunteer in the Victorian Rangers.

J C Chanter is farewelled by his
father, J M Chanter, when leaving for
the Boer War
At the outbreak of World War I he was
commissioned as an officer in the
9th Australian Light Horse regiment
and served with that unit in Egypt,
Gallipoli and Palestine. In 1917 he was
promoted to Major and appointed as
the Squadron Commander in the 4th
ALH. He was awarded a DSO for action
in the crossing of the Jordon River
near El Min in 1918. He also received
a Mention in Despatches (MiD). After
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Original 1900
collection
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South Africa.
In this full
A4 sized
publication
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reprinted in
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huge lenses
made possible
then.
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the war he moved to Lake Cargelligo
in 1927. He was elected to Lachlan
Shire Council and represented the
seat of Lachlan in the New South
Wales Parliament from 1943 to 1949
as a member of the Labor Party. He
was president of Lake Cargelligo P, A
& H Society, a foundation member of
the Lake Cargelligo Bowling Club and
later it’s president.
Our final entry is an unusual one.
Mr William George Crockett was not
a soldier but was important to the
war effort anyway. Victorian born he
lived the latter part of his life at Lake
Cargelligo and died in 1932. He was
instrumental in supplying horses
to the British Army during the Boer
War. It would be interesting to know
how many, if any, came from the
Lake Cargelligo district. It is said that
prominent British commanders such
as Buller and Baden Powell made
presentations to him at the end of
the war. He was also said to have
been involved with re-establishing
horseflesh in South Africa as part of
the post-war reconstruction.
David Deasey
We would like to hear of
any other Lake Cargelligo
Boer War veterans or
descendants of Boer War
veterans who live in the
Lachlan Shire.

A4
size

James Ernest Newland VC MSM MiD
A Veteran of Three Wars: Boer War, Gallipoli and
Western Front and World War 2
James Ernest Newland, the second
of the Boer War veterans to be
awarded the Victoria Cross in
World War I, was born 22 March
1881 in Highton, Victoria. Just
before his 21st birthday, he enlisted
as number 2354 Private in the 4th
Battalion, Australian Commonwealth
Horse, a Victorian unit of the new
Commonwealth
contingent
of
1902. 4ACH arrived at Durban,
Natal 22 April 1902 then moved to
Newcastle, Natal whence it camped
at Kitchener’s Kop. The war was
coming to a rapid end and at 2am 10
May 1902 the regiment was hurriedly
mobilised and sent to Woolls Bridge
on the Buffalo River. It provided a
security point for Boer delegates on
the way to the Vereeniging Peace

James Newland - medals
Conference. It also did no harm to
show the Boers a brand spanking
new unit from Australia, giving them
something to think about en route
to the conference. The unit then
moved by horse three days later to
Volksrust, Transvaal and then by train
to Elandsfontein, Transvaal where it
began preparations for operations
should the talks fail. With the end
of the war on 31 May 1902 the unit
undertook security and ceremonial
duties including sending its South
Australian / Western Australian
Squadron to Pretoria. On 24 June 1902
they began their journey home. After
the Boer War Newland enlisted in the
new permanent army of Australia as
part of the Royal Australian Artillery in
Victoria from July 1903 to September
1907. He then did two years as a police
officer in Tasmania. He remained in
service in the militia before rejoining
the regular force, again in Tasmania,
being posted to the Australian
Instructional Corps. It was here that

he enlisted in the AIF on 17
August 1914 as Regimental
Quartermaster Sergeant of
the 12th Battalion. He landed
at Gallipoli 25 April 1915,
was wounded that day and
evacuated. Commissioned,
he rejoined his unit 22 May
1915 but again left for Egypt
9 June 1915 becoming the
Battalion Transport Officer.
In March 1916 he was
promoted to Captain and
appointed Adjutant of the
12th Battalion just as the
ANZACs moved to France. By
August he was a Company
Commander of ‘A’ Company
and was Mentioned in
Despatches (MiD) for an
attack on trenches near Mouquet
Farm. In February 1917 he was
wounded again during the advance
to the Hindenburg line. Returning
in April his Company was involved
in a sharp tussle with a German
counter-attack near Boursies. During
this operation he recovered ground
lost to the enemy and in this he was
assisted by Sgt J W Whittle.
On 15 April 1917 a major German
counter-attack occurred on the
1st Australian Division forcing the
Australians back. Newland’s company
initially held ground south-east of
Lagnicourt until it was forced back.
Newland’s men then made a stand
in a sunken road and held on until a
relief force arrived.
For these two April
operations
Newland
was
awarded
the
Victoria Cross. He was
the oldest Australian
VC winner in World War
I and was one of only
two regular soldiers
awarded the VC in that
War, the other being
Whittle.
The citation to his
VC read: “For most

James Ernest Newland
conspicuous bravery and devotion
to duty, in the face of heavy odds, on
three separate occasions.”
In May, during the second Battle
of Bullecourt, Newland was again
wounded, for the third time, and
evacuated to England.
He carried on full time duty after the
war as a Captain (Reserve of Officers)
until 31 December 1921. With typical
bureaucratic concern, the Army
refused for quite a period of time to
recognise the service as continuous
employment for pension purposes.
He was promoted Major in 1930 and
awarded the Meritorious Service
Medal (MSM) in 1935. He served as
a Staff Officer until the beginning
of World War II when
he was attached first
to headquarters 4th
Division and then to
Army
Headquarters.
He retired in 1941 as
a Lieutenant-Colonel.
He was then Deputy
Commissioner of the
Northern
Territory‘s
division of the Red Cross
and later joined the
inspection staff of the
Footscray ammunition
factory. He died in 1949.
David Deasey
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The Big Guns
of the Boer War

The carriage however became the
prototype of carriages for heavy guns
up to the end of World War II.

When the Boer War broke out the
British Army found itself suffering
from a dearth of medium and
heavy artillery. This was because its
need had not really been anticipated
in this campaign and in any event
the army’s guns, even for European
conflicts, lacked range.
In South Africa this need was filled
quickly by the Royal Navy. One of the
heaviest calibres supplied was the

6 inch Naval guns on rail carriage

six inch (152 mm) guns which were
removed from HMS Powerful and
HMS Terrible. It is believed that a total
of seven weapons of two different
types placed on three different styles
of carriages were supplied. Three guns
were supplied by the cruisers which
were six inch quick firing (QF) guns
where the ammunition was supplied
as a single shell in a brass case. These
guns fired a 100lb shell over a range
of up to 12,000 yards (11000m),
although the gun on the Scott field

Going to Quagga (Pretoria)

carriage in Natal reportedly was firing
to 15,000 yards (14700m). Two of the
guns were mounted on railway flat
cars and could be fired broadside. A
few rounds were apparently fired at
Magersfontein, one of the guns was
at Fourteen Streams before the Relief
of Mafeking and both were used on
operations in the Orange Free State
in 1902. They were of course limited
by being tied to the railway. The
third weapon was on a field carriage
designed by Captain Percy Scott
of HMS Terrible and was deployed
to Natal just prior to the Relief of
Ladysmith. It lacked mobility in being
exceptionally heavy to move around.

The remaining four weapons appear
to be older versions, probably of Mark
3 to 6 vintage often designated six
inch 5 ton BLR, from fixed defences
in the Cape Town area. These, it is
believed, had bagged charges. Using
steam tractors with a pony axle they
were deployed singly in defence
of Pretoria. They were certainly a
deterrent to Boer incursions around
the city but only could achieve a
range of about 10,000 yards (9000m).

6 inch Naval gun on Scott field carriage

It is interesting to see the forerunners
of World War I technology in action in
the Boer War.
David Deasey

PLEASE MARK THIS DATE IN YOUR DIARY
BOER WAR DAY IS 11:00AM SUNDAY 31 MAY

This year please encourage
your friends and neighbours to
accompany you to your Boer War
Day activities.
Explain how this war is the only
one not recognised in a major
national monument. Explain

how there are already many
volunteers working to raise funds
so this national oversight may be
corrected. Explain why we need
more people and more funds.
Good luck for your recruitment
drive!

Reserve Forces Day Council
RFD Medallions and
War Bar clasps are still
available
for Boer War veterans who
also served in WWI and WWII
These bars may only be worn
with the Boer War Descendant’s
Medallion
Applications to:
rfd.org.au/documents/BWM_
Medallions/Claspapp.pdf
or telephone 0403 160 750
Page 6 – Monumentally Speaking Newsletter number 25 – May 2015

David Deasey
Non-descendants “IN MEMORY”
Medallions may
be worn by all
supporters of the
National Boer War
Memorial project
to any Boer War
related event.
For more information

and order forms
Reserve Forces Day website:
www.rfd.org.au/BWM_Fundraise

Shore School and the Boer War

Putting the war into perspective
with the School’s life in June 1902,
Editor of The Torch Bearer (Shore’s
annual magazine) observed “that
we have rejoiced at the successful
termination of the war in South Africa,
and we fancy the terms on which it has
been settled will meet with approval.
It has ever been the true schoolboy
principle to do the best you can to
bring your side out victorious, whether
in the classroom, in the field, or on the
river, but after the struggle is over to
cheer both victor and vanquished, for
both have done their best, and let any
ill feeling that has arisen in the course
of the struggle be forgotten as soon as
possible.”
By March 1899 W J S Rundle had his
commission as Second Lieutenant in
the contingent of the NSW Lancers
which had just gone to England
to take part in the annual military
tournament at Islington and to train
at Aldershot. In September 1899
Rundle was congratulated by The
Torch Bearer Editor “on obtaining
his commission in the 6th Dragoon
Guards (the Carabiniers)”. Old Boys
will remember him as Captain of
Rugby, Captain of Cricket, Bow of
School Championship Four and
School Prefect.
Rundle was promoted to the rank
of Captain in December 1900. A

reporter with the Australian Star
travelling with the troops stated
“Captain Rundle, who was the only New
South Wales Lancer in the (Aldershot)
manoeuvres, made a great name for
himself and the Carabiniers speak
very highly of him. He was attached
to the General’s staff as galloper, and
was commended by that officer for his
smartness in the field and for the value
of his information, which he usually
gleaned as to the whereabouts and
position of the opposing forces.”
Rundle was promoted in the field to
Major in June 1901 but was wounded
in action on 19 July 1901 and died at
He was attached to the General’s
staff and was commended by that
officer for his smartness

Beaufort West on 30 July the same
year. He was posthumously rewarded
for his gallantry with a DSO which
was gazetted on 27 September 1901.
In 1903 the School opened the Boer
War Memorial Library. It represented

the
School’s
acknowledgement
of what had been
done by it’s Old Boys
who had served in
wars in both China
and South Africa
between 1899 and
1902
including
three who had died
in South Africa.
The honour board
(pictured)
lists
thirty-one
names
and includes the
names of three
Shore Old Boys who
served and lost their
Lt Rundle
lives in South Africa,
William
Rundle
(formerly NSW Lancers, 6th Dragoon
Guards attached to Brabant’s Horse),
John Mair* (Rhodesia Regiment, Cape
Mounted Police, ADC to Colonel de
Lisle) and Alexander Campbell (2nd
Kitchener’s Fighting Scouts).
*Mair was executed by a Boer group
after being captured.
Rick Clive
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Fund Supporters’ Meeting
A meeting of supporters of the
National Boer War Memorial Fund
held in Sydney at the Mitchell
Library on Thursday 5 February has
called on government authorities
and charitable trusts to assist
in completion of Australia’s first
national memorial to the 23,000
Australian men and women
who served in the Boer War.
Speakers at the meeting
included The Hon David
Hurley, previously Patron of the
National Boer War Memorial
Association, and now Governor

Supporters view the Memorial model

Donations to the National Fund Raising
Committee have been received from
Ainsworth Foundation
Andrew and Prim Murray
Family Foundation
Michael J Crouch
HRB Dental Ceramics
Royal New South Wales
Lancers’ Association

DONATE F
SE
O
A
E

R

E
TH

John Fairfax
John Haynes
William (Digger) James
Margaret Perdriau
Ian Guild
Dame Marie Bashir
Jilly Warren

Thank you

NATIONAL
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SO THAT IT CAN
BE COMPLETED
PRIOR TO
31 MAY 2017
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Page 8 – Monumentally Speaking Newsletter number 25 – May 2015

Peter Fitzsimmons, Ita Buttrose
and Charlie Lynn

OE

longer Chief of Defence Force and
Patron, but very much a very active
supporter of what we are trying to
achieve.”
Michael Crouch, Fund Chairman,
pointed
out
that
Australian
Dame Marie Bashir and Mike Fitzgerald
volunteers who served in the Boer War
of NSW, The Hon Michael Jeffery, tend to be overlooked by historians
former Governor of WA and Governor and educators, as the war commenced
General of Australia and Dr Alex in 1899 and ended in 1902, a year after
Byrne, State Librarian.
Federation.
David
Hurley
reaffirmed
his “The Boer War was the first war fought
commitment to the Memorial, by our nation”, he told the meeting,
reminding the meeting that as “Of the 23,000 Australian volunteers
Chief of the Defence Force he gladly who served in it, almost 1,000 died.
took on the role of Patron of the Completing Australia’s first national
Association and was privileged to be memorial to our brave men and women
in that position for the unveiling of who volunteered to serve abroad is
the Memorial design.
something that just has to be done.”
In calling for action
According
to
to complete the
Michael
Crouch,
long-overdue
the Commonwealth
Memorial,
the
Government
has
Governor
stated:
contributed
little
“It is tremendously
so far towards the
important that we
memorial
other
achieve what we
than allocation of
want to achieve
the Canberra site
here. I think there is
and reimbursement
plenty of goodwill
of some costs of the
and recognition of
design competition
what needs to be
and
government
done. We just need
approvals.
to get over the final Tasmanian Premier Will Hodgman Less than two years
hurdle. Now I am no and Fund Chairman Michael Crouch

AL

H E General David Hurley

remain to raise the funds needed
for completion of the memorial. No
donations have been forthcoming
from approaches to such entities
as State Governments, the ANZAC
Centenary Fund or the Department
of Veterans’ affairs.

More donors will be acknowledged in
Monumentally Speaking issue 26

He was on Gallipoli and was awarded a Queen’s medal with five
killed in action on 7 August clasps. He enlisted for a second tour
1915 about half a mile north of duty with the 6th South Australian
Whilst our National theme
of ANZAC Cove. He is interred Imperial Bushmen this time as a
this year is Fathers of the
in Grave 17, Row A, Ari Burnu Lieutenant and was awarded a King’s
ANZACs and indeed this
medal with two clasps.
cemetery, Turkey.
does put the South African
Boer War veterans into a
Albert Miell’s eldest son, When WW1 began he enlisted again,
Albert
Miell
Horatio Miell aged just 19 this time as Captain Waite with the
time frame, it is also a truth
years, enlisted after his father 34th Brigade. He too was on Gallipoli
that many of the Boer War
was killed. He served with the 3rd in charge of a battery and rumour has
veterans were ANZACs.
However, perhaps this is a good time Re-enforcements to Egypt and later it that he was probably one of the last
to consider exactly what we mean, with the 9th Light Horse, his father’s men off those cliffs.
and who we mean, when we call unit. Horatio’s saddle is on display at He survived WW1 but when WW2
the SA Military Museum at Keswick arrived in 1939 he was too old to serve
people ANZACs.
Barracks, Adelaide.
overseas. He was however appointed
Two among many South Australians
who served in South Africa and then Further, Albert Miell’s youngest son, Deputy Director of Recruiting, 4th
again in WW1 were Lieutenant Albert Lindsay De Lisle Miell enlisted and Military District, Adelaide.
Miell of Crystal Brook and Lieutenant served during WW2 with the 19th For 29 years W.C.N. Waite was a much
loved feature of Adelaide’s ANZAC
William Charles Nightingale Waite of Battalion, A.I.F.
Adelaide.
This is a family whose men have Day marches riding a S.A. Police gray
as Chief Marshall. He was a
Albert Miell served with the 5th given military service for
South Australian delegate to
generations.
South Australian Imperial Bushmen,
the South African Veterans
was awarded a Queen’s with five William Charles Nightingale
Diamond Jubilee Re-Union in
clasps and a King’s medals. When Waite, educated at Prince
London, U.K. in 1962.
he returned home he was C.O. of Alfred College in Adelaide,
A life-time of service to his
the 24th (Flinders) Light Horse. At was one of the first to enlist
country.
the outbreak of WW1 he enlisted for South Africa with the 1st
again and was appointed C.O. and South Australian Mounted
from Monty Smith, our South
Lt. Colonel of the 9th Light Horse. Rifles as a Corporal. He was William Waite
Australian correspondent

Not Only but Also

Robert James Little White
Lt Robert James Little White was born
in Condobolin, New South Wales, one
of a number of Condobolin citizens to
go to the Boer War. He was the son of a
grazier and educated in Victoria, before
becoming an officer in the New South
Wales Permanent Forces on the staff
of the Australian Horse Regiment. This
Regiment centred in the south-west of
the State had been founded and was
commanded by White’s brother in law,
Colonel J A K Mackay.
At the outbreak of war, a Squadron of
the Australian Horse was deployed to
South Africa. White was anxious to go
but the relatively small numbers meant
that there was no position for him and
in any event few regular officers were
given permission to go at that time. By
the 3rd and 4th Contingents, however,
White was breaking his neck to go.
As luck would have it his brother in law
was to command the 4th Contingent
known as the NSW Imperial Bushmen
Regiment or the 6th Imperial Bushmen,

and Second Lieutenant White was
selected as a Troop Commander.
White quickly became identified as one
of the units most loved and respected
officers. Fearless, he was commended
by the Brigade Commander during
operations in the Elands River area when
he rescued a trooper under heavy fire.
As luck would
have it his
brother in
law was to
command the
4th Contingent

Lt White

The brigade began its advance
on Lichtenberg in the north west
corner of the Transvaal in September
1900. Numerous encounters were
experienced with Boer forces especially
with Boer wagon convoys fleeing the
approach of the Australians. It was one
of these encounters on 12 September
1900 that the incident occurred.

Reports are conflicting as to the exact
circumstances. It is possible that it
was yet another white flag incident.
Eyewitnesses reported that with a
revolver drawn White had bailed up a
Boer supply wagon. One news report,
which may not be accurate, stated
that a white flag had been displayed.
Three Boers undercover nearby fired,
killing White instantly. Trooper Fewkes
of Gunnedah in a letter home, called
him “one of the gamest men and
most popular officers in the regiment.”
Even the Divisional Commander, Lord
Methuen, was moved to comment
on the loss. Whilst soldiers grieved
deeply it was Colonel Mackay who
was devastated and seems not to have
recovered his composure during the
war. White was buried with full military
honours by the whole regiment in
Lichtenberg Municipal Cemetery.
In his parish church, St Enoch’s in the
Sydney suburb of Newtown, a memorial
tablet was unveiled by the Colonial
Secretary John See, again with full
military honours.
David Deasey
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How many Australians
ACTUALLY fought
in South Africa 1899-1902?

Tpr Albert Shearston
An extract from his own story
demonstrating the insouciance
of youth – he was only 15

Part 5 - Their Ages
Ages of contingent members are
always interesting. When the NSW
Lancers were arriving in South Africa
the direction of the New South Wales
Premier was that anyone under 20
was to be sent home.
In early 1900 George Frederick
Mortimer, who had already served
as a volunteer for twelve months in
a NSW Infantry Battalion, passed the
riding and shooting tests for the 2nd
Contingent (1st NSW Mounted Rifles)
but was rejected as he had only just
turned 17. He would go as Trooper No
384 of the 2nd NSW Mounted Rifles
less than eighteen months later.
By 1901 authorities were far less
pedantic about age and a number
of 15 year olds went. Their true ages
in some cases must have been well
known to authorities. Trooper No
273 Charles Edward Blanchard, for
example, went as a bugler with ‘A’
Squadron, 2nd NSW Mounted Rifles.
He was given a send off at his school
(Newtown Superior Public School)
by senior Education Department
officials and the local MP. He was also
presented with an inscribed silver
bugle (wonder where that is now?).
He was already serving as a volunteer,
his father had served in the volunteer
forces and the Naval band. He had his
16th birthday on the veldt on 16 June
1901 and counted the shower he
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Edward Charles Jennings
had on that day after a long arduous
dusty trek his best birthday present.
Trooper No 2328 Albert Edward
Shearston from Cox’s 3rd NSW
Mounted Rifles was no older
and was serving in the 2nd NSW
Infantry Regiment. These boys went
through nasty little actions such as
Korunnafontein, the worst day for
New South Wales in the war (five
killed, twelve wounded and twentynine captured) and Langverwacht.
Victorians, however, drew the line at
Andrew Bruce Robert Allan who was
only 13 when he tried to join. Allan,
however, stowed away to South Africa
and presented himself to the 5th
Victorian Mounted Rifles on arrival. In
that era the safest thing to do was to
keep him with the unit. So he served
with the Victorian Mounted Rifles
through 1901 and 1902, including in
the Wilmansrust disaster, the worst
single day (or night) for Victoria in the
war with eighteen killed. Allan’s story
ends sadly as he was killed in action
with the 5th Bn AIF, on 23 August
1918.
At the other end of the scale was the
South Australian, Edward Charles
Jennings, who was probably 55 when
he joined. He had already twelve
month’s service with the South
African Light Horse in the war. He was
not necessarily the oldest Australian
volunteer. Jennings had served the
Union forces at Gettysburg in 1863.
It is said that he tried to enlist in the
AIF in World War I but the authorities
would have none of it.
David Deasey

I then received a pass to see the
doctor. Seeing the doctor I then
went through a very stiff medical
examination, this performance lasted
nearly twenty minutes by the time he
had finished tapping and punching
and pinching me. Having passed in
the medical examination, the next
was the riding test, this being a very
difficult test for me, for I had never
ridden a horse in my life.
Having saddled my horse after some
difficulty, I tell you I felt very slightly
nervous about it. Having things ready
and about to mount, a young chap
came up to me and said he would
ride for me if I liked & said it would be
alright, go & so I let him & said right

I was nowhere to be seen
hiding in the ammunition van
you are, enough said. I gave him my
riding ticket and told him I would
meet him here in two hours time, this
being about the time the test lasted.
He rode away on my horse in great
style.
In the meantime I was nowhere to
be seen hiding in the ammunition
van. I had galloped away on shank’s
pony instead. Well, that part of the
programme went off successfully.
During the two hours elapse I loitered
round the grounds and put in the
time as best as I could. I kept dark all
the time, I did not know where to go
for fear that I should be caught in a
trap. When the men & horses came
back from the test, where was I, on
my post before you could say Jack
Robinson. I was on the alert this time
and so soon as they dismounted I
collared my horse and got the pass
from the young fellow. The first words
out of my mouth were, well old chap,
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how did you get on, passed easily
he said. Right I said, I thank you very
much, you wait here & soon as I get
my horse in the stable I will see you re
the matter.

us to have a practise on the trumpet
& bugle every morning for a couple
of hours; & in the afternoon from 3
to 5 p.m. we used to practise blowing
the instruments on horse back at the
Canter, this being
very difficult at first.
We generally went
down to Centennial
Park, and I tell you
the worst part of the
performance
had
come at last. I could
hardly ride, but I
managed to stick on
as best as I could.
I soon got into the
nack of it, but not
before I was thrown
twice
&
butted
up against a tree.
Another time falling
over his neck. Luck
happens we had a
very decent staff
officer in charge & he
knew what was the
matter & never said a
word, but thought a
lot. Still I was not the
only one laughed at.

On seeing this
young
fellow,
we had a drink
together, he was
like myself, he
never
touched
strong drink. I
then decided or
prospered that I
should give him a
sovereign if things
went all right.
Luck
happens
things went off
successfully
and
as soon as pay day
came he got his
money as promised
and thanked me &
said it was the most
he had ever got,
said he had ridden
for six or more, and
I said it was worth
a sovereign to go
through all that.
There was Moore
Two days it was in
Albert Edward Shearston
& Stoneham were
orders that myself
and Carmichael were to be the two equally as bad as me. After all what
Trumpeter’s attached to D Squadron did it matter, in a few afternoons
3rd Imperial Draught Contingent practice I was as good as the next
being called the draughts at that man and could ride a horse bare back
with any of them & went away from
time.
Sydney a perfect rider, as if I had been
While camping at the range
trained in the Country all my life as a
(Paddington) it was a regular thing for
boundary rider.

National Boer War Memorial
Commemorative Ice Bucket
The main
side shows
a picture
of the
memorial
design
whilst the reverse shows the
Queen’s and King’s South African
medals. The beige background
represents the South African Veldt,
the date shows Boer War 1899 –
1902. The bucket is in the form of a

side drum approximately 170mm
high with a diameter of 170mm
(6½ inches).
The cost is $145 including postage
and packing. Please make your
cheque or money order payable to:
William Molloy and send to:
Colonel William Molloy RFD ED KLJ
2 Karen Rd
St Ives, NSW 2015.
william.molloy@bwm.org.au

NEW NATIONAL
MEMORIAL
BADGE
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$10.00
The new National Boer War
Memorial Badge has just arrived.
It is similar to the Medallion but
30mm diameter, thin and with
different wording.
PRICE INCLUDES POSTAGE
Get yours before the
postage goes up!

nal

Natio

Order from Brian Walters at
brian.walters@bwm.org.au
or by mail:
NSW Boer War Memorial Asscn Inc
Building 96 Victoria Barracks
Paddington NSW 2021

Donations to the National Fund Raising

Committee have been received from individuals
David Leece
Charlie Barnett
David Harrison
Dawn Lotty
Harry Learoyd
Gary O’Meally
Graham Lovegrove
Joan Limon
Kathleen Payne
Margaret O’Neile
Terry and Pam Butcher
Mr &Mrs W Fogarty
Alan Day
Geoffrey Paton
Horace Cross
James Mason
Jesse Scott
Les Perrett
Walter McCrossin
Carmen Lee
Isabel Andrews
Geoffrey Baker
Brian Traylen
Charles Cornell
Joan Scott
Leonie Stumbaum
Hannah Scott
Phillipa Morris
Richard Nott
Stephen Graham
William Swinbourne
Bob Guest
Brian Walters
C A Wright
Angela Lind
Colin McDonald
Derek McIntosh
Diana Hollway

Edward J Wailes
Geoff Cuthbert
Geoffrey Baker
Henry J W Stuttard
Howard Goodal
Ian Haylen
Ian Jones
Ian Tyrrell
Ina Taylor
James Lee
John Bell
John Hitchen
John Merritt
Ken and Ronda McKay
Kerry Slavin
Leila Cassady
Louise Horsburgh
Margaret Gilfillan
Margaret Snodgrass
Mavis Hamilton
Barry Vickery
Paul Wigney
Robert W Scott
Adrian Molloy
P Merrett
Patricia Lovegrove
Patricia Watson
Peter Bidencope
Phil Thompson
Colin Dunston
Richard Amery
Richard Irving
Robert Fry
S & G Lewis
Shirley Wicks
S Flannery
Wesley Browne
John Binnie

Thank you
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Order Commemorative
Envelopes
To commemorate the construction
of the statue of the first horseman
the NSW Committee recently
issued commemorative envelopes.
They feature a bronzed figure of the
clay model of the horseman and a
commemorative stamp – Victoria
Barracks Boer War 1899-1902 (the
pictures show prototypes only).

The envelopes are
available in these
combinations:
a. Envelope
with
two
Australia/Israel
joint issue sixty cent
Lighthorse
stamps
and commemorative
Victoria
Barracks
stamp plus Australian
Mint 50 cent Boer War coin $20.00
(limited to 50 sets).
b. Envelope with two Australia/
Israel joint issue sixty cent Lighthorse
stamps and commemorative Victoria
Barracks stamp $5.00.

Reprint of original and available NOW
The Australians at the Boer War by R L Wallace

Plain envelope for option C

New foreword by
Col. John Haynes OAM

Australian Mint
fifty cent
Boer War coin
available with
option A

Memorial Certificate
Free to Registered Descendants with
book purchase.
Gluestick it
inside the
cover for future
generations of
your family.
Please advise
veteran ancestor’s
Army Number (if
known), Surname,
Given name(s) and unit(s) on the form
below.

BOER WAR DAY IS
11:00AM SUN 31 MAY

PLEASE SEND US
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c. Envelopes with only the Horseman
figure $2.50 each or 10 for $20.00.
Orders please to
Major Bernadette Mottram
NBWMA
Building 96 Victoria Barracks
Paddington NSW 2021

SO THAT IT CAN
BE COMPLETED
PRIOR TO
31 MAY 2017

AL

PL

bwm.org.au/fund

From Victoria

To NBWMA – Victoria, PO Box 2006, Blackburn South, VIC 3130.
Please mail me The Australians at the Boer War. Enclosed is a cheque/money
order (no cash please) for $60 to cover one book and postage.
Name

Address
Town/Suburb

Postcode

Please enclose a Memorial Certificate as our tribute to:
Surname 		
Given name(s)
Army number

We need more funds. If you are not internet
connected, please send your cheque
or money order to our Victoria Barracks
address below.
Thank you

State

Unit(s) in which he/she served

If necessary, please add a note to clarify your required entry

Monumentally Speaking is an occasional newsletter © National Boer War Memorial Association
Correspondence and donations to Building 96, Victoria Barracks, Paddington, NSW 2021.

