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“Belltrees” - stately home, pioneering family farmers
contributed a troop of Australian Horse to First NSW Contingent
Belltrees Station, dating back to the 1840s, played a major part in the development of the Scone district of the
Hunter Valley. The White family pioneered sheep and
cattle in the region, then breeding horses, thoroughbred
racing stock and polo ponies. Their story is about mutual
loyalty with local people, the region. When in October
1899 the Boer War broke out, to the Colony of NSW.
Belltrees Station’s brand on
Lt Ebsworth’s horse’s shoulder

James church, unveiled 4 November 1901.
(See:
The main inscription reads:
'In memory of Lieut. Alfred Ebsworth,
Belltrees Troop - 1st. Australian Horse.
Killed in action at Dieplaagte near Bronkhurst Spruit,
Transvaal, South Africa.
23rd July, 1900. Aged 28 years.
A gallant Soldier and Faithful friend.
Erected by his friends and comrades.'
Alfred Ebsworth’s family were connected to the White
family, both by marriage and pioneering interests in the
Hunter Valley. A Test cricketer, Ebsworth immediately
volunteered to fight in South Africa.
As Second Lieutenant Ebsworth he led the Belltrees workers’ troop of the Australian Horse volunteer cavalry to join
the First NSW Contingent at Newcastle to sail on the
Langton Grange, arriving Cape Town 13 Dec 1899.
Lt Ebsworth’s words as the troop left the station are reported to have been “We won’t disgrace Belltrees!”
Naturally the whole troop of employees was mounted on
Belltrees’ finest horses.
When the Australian Horse in the company of the NSW
Lancers attacked a Boer position near Bronkhurst Spruit
on 24 July 1900 Lt Ebsworth was fatally wounded by a
spent bullet, estimated to have travelled 2,000 yards.
The family erected a memorial to him at the Station’s St

The Eastern side of the Monument reads:
'The following members of the Belltrees Troop 1st Australian Horse were also engaged in active service with Lieut.
Ebsworth in South Africa: Donald Cameron, William
Cameron, Duncan Cumming, James P. Hartney,
Thomas Minch, Richard J. Roe.'
Story from Les Perrett following an interview with Serena White, and
acknowledging The White Family of Belltrees by Judy White.

Feature Article: Credit to the Navy for its contributions at the front and afloat—p4
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Reserve Forces Day Council
RECOGNISING THE VALUE OF RESERVE SERVICE TO THE NATION ON JULY 1
ARBN 15 698 948 849 CHARITABLE FUNDRAISING ACT CFN 16628

Patron in Chief Her Excellency Ms Quentin Bryce AC CVO
GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

NSW Patron Her Excellency Professor Marie Bashir AC CVO Governor of New South Wales
National and NSW Chairman the Honourable Sir Laurence Street AC KCMG QC
National Executive Officer and NSW Deputy Chairman Lieutenant Colonel John Moore OAM RFD ED Retd

THE NATIONAL & NSW LAUNCH OF RESERVE FORCES DAY 2013

OBSERVATORY HILL PARK SYDNEY SATURDAY 24 NOV 2012 9.45 AM
Boer War Medallions continue to sell well. In the last 5 months
RFDC has contributed to the National Boer War Memorial Association a total of $50,000 — $24,000 from Descendants donations
collected and $26,000 from the sale of medallions with more to
come. The special urgent national mail-out campaign to raise
$150,000 by 30 Nov 12 is speeding up The mail arriving late September had already just over $10,000 from your donations.

an Army and formed the genesis of the highly regarded traditions
of the Australian Military Forces. It can truly be said that the Australian Army was born in battle.

Observatory Hill Park at The Rocks, Sydney has a significant
Boer War memorial and a trophy artillery gun from that war. The
Officers’ names on its plaque were the original unit’s Commanders that went to the Boer War. The memorial was unveiled by
The National and NSW launch will focus on the theme for the Major General Cox. As a Captain he took the Squadron of NSW
next year. The Prime Minister or the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Lancers to the UK for six months training and then took them into
have been invited to launch the day. Attending the launch this action.
year will be Boer War Descendants wearing their medallions.
The morning will begin with a band playing in the rotunda.
THEME FOR 2013 will be the 23,000 Reservists, Volunteers and The launch itself with start with a parade headed by the RAN
Permanent members who served in the Boer War. Those who band, the Flags of the three Services, 11 National Flags (one for
returned contributed to militia and voluntary units the skills neces- each decade since the war finished).
sary to be used only a decade later when WW1 broke out.
The Boer War veterans set a high standard for the future AustraliAll welcome, please arrive by 9.45 am at the Park.

RFD Medallions again available,
and just in time for Christmas

Collectors items: Next generation memorabilia.
Both medals may be worn proudly at all remembrance ceremonies.
Engrave on the blank reverse.

For Boer War
D

CENDAN
ES
T

Descendants

Just $37.50 ea with neck
ribbon and velvet pouch
Including postage and GST

Neck ribbon

A Supporter though
not a descendant?
The “In Memory”
specially struck oval
medallion
to wear at ceremonies

IN

MEMORY

Reserve Forces Day website: http://www.rfd.org.au/site/Commemorative_Medallions.asp
for more information and order forms

Canada commemorates Boer War Nurse
Canada’s equivalent of Australia’s Army
Matron Ellen Julia (Nellie) Gould,
Georgina Pope RRC has been memorialised on a C$5 coin designed by Laurie
McGraw. Minting corresponds with the
150th anniversary of her birth.
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Matron Pope died in 1938 after serving not only in the
Boer War where she won the Royal Red
Cross, but again in WW1.
For further information see:
http://news.coinupdate.com/royal-canadianmint-releases-georgina-pope-silver-coin1639/
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Chairman’s Report – November 2012
Time is of the essence……
In order to have our National Boer War Memorial completed before the ANZAC centenary in 2015 we have to commission our sculptor to commence work on the four horsemen. To do that we have to be able to pay him. To attract
larger donations we must have the Federal Treasurer’s approval of our Designated Gift Recipient status (DGR).
That would give us some confidence that we can raise
much of the $4m from major donors. We applied for this
status on 21st January 2010.

NSW Parliament to request that
they, under their patronage,
establish local committees of
interested parties to advance
the proposal of holding Boer
War Day ceremonies in their
electorates at one or more of
the suburbs or towns. The committees could include representatives from the Local Government, and volunteers from the
Chief of the Defence Force
RSL Sub branches, Defence
General David Hurley AC DSC
Force, schools, local media,
historical and genealogical societies, descendants, Scouts
and other interested parties. Now is the time to plan for
Boer War Day 2013. Such ceremonies are commemorations, and should not be hugely expensive.

Currently we are receiving donations from individuals
through our newsletter and an appeal by the NSW RSL to
its Sub-branches. In addition, the Reserve Forces Day
Council has launched a further appeal for funds (see page 2
- opposite). I would like to thank all those individuals and
organisations who have responded so generously.
Descendant Registration….
In summary, we require the DGR approval and $150k to com- The wonderful response to identification of the many addimence the detailed design of the sculptures by the 1st December tional descendants and relatives of Boer War veterans
2012. If you have any influence with the Federal Govern- through the activities of the Reserve Forces Day Council
has had the downside of delaying the processing of those
ment we ask that you use it to obtain the DGR approval.
who applied to be registered on our website.

Awareness of the part that Australians played in The good news is that we have nearly cleared the backlog.
the 2nd Boer War……
The NSW Committee apologises to all those whose appear-

Awareness would come from the annual commemorative ance on the website has been delayed.
services on Boer War Day each year, where we remember
those who fought in that conflict between 1899 and 1902. Website
I urge you all to visit our website from time to time. In each
National Boer War Day is observed throughout Australia
on 31st May to commemorate the signing of the Treaty of issue we highlight the additional biographies of soldiers
which have been added to The Soldiers section (see page 9)
Vereeniging that ended the South African war in 1902.
as well as the Descendant Database. I think that you will
Most cities and towns prefer to observe Boer War Day on find them of great interest and thought provoking.
the Sunday before 31st May to attract maximum public
attendance. In 2013 that will be 26th May.
Tony Larnach-Jones
Chairman NSW Committee of NBWMA
We are currently contacting individual Members of the
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Credit to the Navy for what it contributed to the Boer War
As the clock ticked down to the expiry of the Boer Republics’ ultimatum to the British on 10 October 1899, the Royal Navy commander of the South African station, Rear Admiral Sir Robert Harris signalled his Army counterpart, the
acting commander of British forces in South Africa, Lieutenant-General Sir Frederick Forestier-Walker.

ships, constructed wheeled carriages and sent them to the
front, manned by the naval brigade. At last British artillery
could achieve parity with that of the Boers.

Travelling with the Cape Naval Brigade was Midshipman
Huddart of HMS Doris, Harris's flagship. Melbourne born
and educated he was killed gallantly leading his sailors
The Admiral wished the army good fortune on the 11th
into action at Graspan in November 1899. His death proand asked what the Navy could do to assist. Forestiervoked an outpouring of grief in the empire and led in part
Walker replied thanking the Sir Frederick for his greetings to the establishment of the Conspicuous Service Cross
but indicating no need for naval assistance. He was relying (CSC) for naval officers for gallantry in action. It could,
on a generally perceived intelligence that the Boer Repub- unlike other decorations, be awarded posthumously. Only
lics would fight an essentially defensive campaign. He was six were awarded in South Africa including Huddart.
secure in his belief that his 20,000 regular soldiers would
Some of the Australian colonies had their own naval bribe technically superior in all aspects to the Boers and could
gades. New South Wales had two such naval militias. The
handle any minor incursions before the British 1st Corps
Naval Brigade, like Britain's, either manned warships or
and the appointed commander Sir Redvers Buller arrived
provided infantry landing parties in time of strife. The sein South Africa. He certainly had no intention of being crecond group, the Naval Artillery Volunteers (NAV) providative.
ed gun crews for ships or manned fixed defences such as at
He was to be sadly mistaken.
Bare Island at La Perouse, Botany Bay, Sydney.
They could also deploy as a battery of field artillery and in
1899 were equipped with nine-pounder, black-powder,
muzzle-loaders. With both of these naval groups expressing a desire to go to the Boer war, various schemes were
hatched to support the British war effort.
The suggestions included manning and sending some of
the reserve ships of the colonial auxiliary squadron such as
HMS Wallaroo to the Cape or sending detachments of naval brigades to fight alongside their RN counterparts as
Naval infantry and gunners.
Demounted from its turret on a ship and here on a makeshift carriage designed by RN Capt Percy Scott—HMS
Terrible—this 4.7 inch long-barrelled gun was dragged to
Colenso, manned by Naval Brigade gun crew.

At six the following morning three Boer columns broke
the frontiers from Transvaal and Orange Free State to target Ladysmith in Natal; and Kimberley and Mafeking in
Cape Colony.

The NSW Naval Brigade eventually offered the NSW
Government the services of 120 officers and men of
the Naval Brigade, to be accompanied by six guns (NAV),
to go to South Africa, total 250 all ranks.
The guns were to be of the latest type so presumably it was
intended to demount the 4.7” naval guns off ships.

The officers of the New
South Wales naval brigade
who publicly announced
their intention of serving in
Over the next 10 days it became clear that Boer artillery
South Africa with any such
significantly out-ranged British field artillery. The Boers
naval contingent were: Lieudeployment of the pom-pom automatic cannon was caustenant Roberts (photo left),
ing significant problems as a shock weapon.
Sub-Lieutenants A. F. Stephens, J H Wood, and S. R.
Urgent calls went out to the Navy for assistance in the
White.
field. Rear Admiral Sir Robert Harris was given the task of
By January 1900, when their
providing the land defence for Cape Town, Port Elizabeth
intentions were clear it was
and Durban as the reaction to the Boer’s successful adtoo late, as Lord Roberts
vances to besiege the three garrison towns.
wanted mounted infantry not
Aboard the ships, the Navy responded by forming two naval brigades, in Natal and in Cape Colony. Each consisted naval infantry and the idea was dropped. Ironically, the
of sailors and Royal Marines acting as infantry.
Naval Brigade troops were the only ones immediately
available to be sent to the Boxer Revolution in China in
More importantly, in just a few days Captain Percy Scott
RN, had stripped 12 pounder and 4.7 inch guns from war- August 1900, but that is another story….
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Rugby: ‘Roar Rookie’ recalls the game
in the Boer War era.

By the time Australia’s team for the fourth Test was chosen, with the home side desperate to square the series with
a victory, the national selectors had no qualms in choosing
four New Zealanders, including 1897 All Black Bill Hardcastle.

In the early days of international rugby, aside from form,
residency alone mattered. All Blacks turned into Wallabies,
The Australian selectors of 1899 weren’t pioneers in the
Wallabies into British Lions, Sydney schoolboys gained
fame under England’s red rose, and Australian rules play- habit! Their British Lions opponents in that series included
in the outside backs Alec Timms, a former Geelong FC
ers from Melbourne turned out for Scotland.
player of the early 1890s, was awarded 14 caps for ScotPlaying rugby for a country other than your own was com- land (1896-1905), captaining the team in his final appearmon a century ago.
ance.
The greatest example of these ‘Jumping Jacks’ came in
Australia’s wealthy gentry sent their sons to schools and
early 1899, when news broke that the soon to arrive down- universities in the UK to finish their education.
under British rugby team would only be visiting Australia.
Like Timms, many went to obtain medical degrees at the
While there was initially an outpouring
Edinburgh University, thus becomof dismay across rugby-mad New Zeaing available to the Scotland rugby
land over the decision, many decided to
team and the British Lions. Herbert
rectify the problem themselves.
Bullmore, Kerry Packer’s grandfather, was in the Scots’ forward pack
Tossing aside their jobs, they jumped
in 1902.
aboard steamers for the five-day journey to Sydney, so that weeks before the
Brits arrived, more than a dozen New
Zealand footballers had hooked-up
with Sydney rugby clubs. Australian
rugby had no residential rules – and the
New Zealanders knew it.

The NSW Army strip for a
game of rugby on the veldt.

Once they took to the field they qualified as Australians
and played in the hope of being selected for the Test team.

Recent Guest Presentations

Adapted from “JottingsOnRugby.com”, May 2012

http://www.theroar.com.au/2012/03/21/for-the-love-of-rugby-not-country/

The Chairman also spoke to Probus Clubs
in Mona Vale and Richmond with audiSince last issue Tony Larnach-Jones has
ences of 108 and 142 respectively. Quesspoken to a full house of 40 members of
tion times were fully used by the members
the Bundanoon Historical Group. Queswho were descendants from all the particitions were detailed and varied. BHG stated pating forces. Several descendants registheir intention of holding a Boer War Day tered and some made personal donations.
ceremony in Bundanoon in 2013.
Between the two Probus Club presentaTheir considerable donation was appreciat- tions, Tony also spoke at the Springwood
ed and some five descendants have
Rotary Club meeting where there is norsince contacted historian David Deasey.

Guest Speakers Schedule
Requests for our presentation have increased by the
best means of publicity—word of mouth.

Roar Rookies’ story drew a lot of on
-line comments about the ARU officials, the All Blacks, and Australians
playing at Test Cricket level as well,
proving that times don’t change
much!

mally only 30 minutes for the presentation
and questions. The spirit and camaraderie
of the 40 members present at Springwood
made the evening most enjoyable for all
those present.
David Deasey spoke to the Sydney Mechanics School of Arts group of 40. He
was impressed by the advance publicity
for his presentation that the SMSA published in brochures and on their website.

To arrange for a speaker to address your organisation in 2013
contact Tony Larnach-Jones

Presentations scheduled at the time of going to press:
7 Nov Auburn Masonic Lodge — Tony Larnach-Jones, Ken Griffin
10 Nov Bega Valley Geneal. Soc Inc at Pambula — Tony Larnach-Jones
12 Nov Camden RSL Club 7.30 pm — David Deasey
19 Nov Holroyd Family Hist Gp — Keith Smith
12 March 2013 Syd/Nth Beaches Nat. Servicemens. Assn at Dee Why
Master Builders Club 2.30 pm—Tony Larnach-Jones
More recently we have come into greater contact
with South Africans who now reside in Australia and 22 Apr 2013 Gordon Probus, Pymble Golf Club —Tony Larnach-Jones
& Keith Smith
are descended from those who fought on either or
both sides in this war.
27 Apr 2013 Merriwa Anglican Men’s Breakfast — TLJ + Les Perrett
Tbc early 2013 Parramatta Historical Soc — Keith Smith
Regardless of the duration of the presentation requested our speakers need a working computer, vid- Tbc early 2013 Young, Harden, Murrumburrah area — TLJ, DH
Our purpose in providing members of our committee
to speak at gatherings, is to inform those present and
thereby make them aware of what 23,000 Australians
did in the Boer War. We make contact with descendants and relatives of Boer war veterans and
other people who support our overall aim of remembering those who served in South Africa.

eo projector and screen for supporting visuals.

Letters and donations: NSW Committee of the NBWMA — Building 96, Victoria Barracks, Paddington NSW 2021
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DEBBIE ATWOOD ON CAPTIVE ART - BERMUDA

Boer POWs in Bermuda (1901-1902)
Boer prisoners of war were shipped offshore to camps in
eg St. Helena, Portugal, Ceylon, India and Bermuda.

This was a symbol of
the Boer’s guerrilla
warfare. When the lid
is pulled back the
sharp tack that is the
snake’s tongue
‘surprises’ the person
who opens the lid.

Boot boxes from the Andrew
Bermingham Collection

The objects that they made not only provide insights into
camp life but also illustrate the social relationships that
Boers developed with each other, their guards and the
local population.
Carving allowed a prisoner a way to pass the time and
the sale of carvings gave a prisoner extra money to afford luxuries that made camp life a bit easier.
The objects made in different camps can be easily identified by the materials used (as well as any helpful inscriptions
found on the objects eg ‘POW Bermuda 1901’). Materials found
within the camps were often used for carving and in Bermuda
cedar was the material of choice; more rarely, bone and slate.
Bermuda POWs carved pens, inkwells, paper knives, tobacco
jars, pipes, pin trays, needle cases, crochet hooks, cups and goblets, brooches, knives and forks, toys, serviette rings, walking
sticks and a variety of boxes and containers.
These objects are miniature biographic records of a prisoner’s
experiences and are often very personal and emotive. Frequently
these objects convey the experience of war and captivity.
Prisoners used them within the camps but also sold them to locals and tourists. This souvenir economy has meant that many of
these objects have been preserved in private collections, allowing
us to investigate how important these objects were not only to the
Boers that created them but also those who collected them.
Pictured: two Trick Boxes, intricately carved and partially hollow to contain the ‘trick’ jack-in-the box’ snake head.

The pen holder for a steelnib is also highly symbolic
with similar fighting iconography. At the time of the Boer War it
appears that GodPenholder - D Atwood
fearing Boers were
said to have fought
with a Bible in one
hand and a gun in
the other—in the
model a bullet at the
left as the nib-holder is an adequate substitute.
DA
Debbie Atwood of Bermuda is a PhD student in the Department of Archaeology and Anthropology at Bristol University UK.
Her thesis is Carving the exotic—confinement Art in Bermuda from
1820. The largest part of her collection and thesis is for the period Boer
POWs were confined in camps on the islands of the Great Sound (see
original POW article in Monumentally Speaking No13 March 2012
page 11).

Notice? Boer War veteran in television drama.
Call the Midwife on ABC2 16 Sept episode “Maybe a Baby” had an unrelated subplot in
which Nurse Jenny Lee (Jessica Raine) was attached to the community health section
working in London’s East End in the 1950s.
On her rounds she met Joe Collet (Roy Hudd OBE), a Boer War veteran with ulcerated
legs that needed daily dressing. He was compulsorily ‘relocated’ from his run-down tenement and placed in an old people’s home and therefore out of Jenny’s care. His ulcers
deteriorated, both legs had to be amputated and he died shortly after, with Jenny one of
the few mourners at his funeral.

COLLECTABLE BOOKS
“WITH THE FLAG TO PRETORIA”
Contemporary information about the Boer War
with excellent photographs.
Three-volume history of the Boer War 1899-1902.
H H Wilson began documenting the war from its outbreak in
October 1899 with the postings of war correspondents and photographers. The books, written during and immediately after the
war, are regarded as authoritative contemporary works documenting the British Empire’s side.
They include many references to the Australian Units as well as
the contribution of New Zealand and Canada.
6

Condition: used but well shelved. A
little water damage on the cover of
one.
A few pages have escaped their binding but are all there, in good nick
given that they are over a century old
and loved by being read!
Contact Ray Green
02 6329 4847 or 0429 471 138
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ish soldiers serving in the Post Office Corps. The soldier at
the right in the photo is Alfred Withers Davison; the phoHow did this soldier get to South Africa? to was taken by Lee and Co in Cape Town approximately
1901. The uniform, if not Australian, is of a South African
Irregular. A search of the National Archives of Australia
Problems of working out how grandfather got to the Boer series B5183 – B5184 (records the issue of medals and
War, or even if he was involved in the war, can be seen in clasps to Australians) reveals the following entry:
the following story.
Sgt A W Davison,
Army Post Office
The influx of a huge army—all told the British Army numCorps.
bered 440,000—constantly on the move created huge problems of getting mail to and from individual soldiers. For
Davison was a Sydthe first time in British military history most of their solney postal worker.
diers could read and write. And the first time that the army
Did he take himself
had had to manage a huge two-way flow of mail.
to South Africa or
Sgt AW Davison, right.
Inevitably things went wrong: for example…. the post of- Inscription reads ‘Grandfather Davison’. was he sent officially to support the
fice was expected to solve negative attitudes like this one
British
postal effort
in a letter of complaint to a newspaper:
in
the
same
manner
“When Gen Methuen’s column was camped at Jathat
Australian
civilcobsdal…, one of our company (Imperial Yeomanry)
ian
telegraphists
were
sent
to
the
war?
There
is
no
other
walked over the site, picked up a mailbag containing
record of him in the official rolls.
a good many letters, so he shouldered the bag and

Boer War Ancestor Research

ran to give it to the departing regiment. The only
remark they made was “Oh, they are only letters to
the men away sick!”
The British Army Post Office Corps, based on the 24th
Battalion, the Middlesex Regiment, was responsible for
sorting these problems out (literally). It was often called
the ‘Post Office Rifles’.
Which is where our photo enters the picture. There are no
official records of Australians serving in the Post Office
Corps nor indeed are there any records of other than Brit

Oh – and in case readers might think that this might be a
cushy job consider this story: on 7 June 1900 General de
Wet attacked Roodewal Station. The 2000 mailbags on site
along with stores were used to build ramparts in defence of
the station. After six hours of bitter fighting including the
death of the station commander, a Railway Pioneer Regiment officer, the remaining Army Post Office Corps defenders were forced to surrender, two of the Corps members were killed, the remainder taken prisoner. So it’s not
surprising that you should have trouble unravelling your
Boer War veteran’s history.
DD Sept 2012

Robert Ellis completes his research on NSW
Central West’s contribution to the Boer War
Offer to donate part of proceeds of sale to BW Memorial fund
Robert Ellis has been able to write about a glittering array of Boer War period military talent who had their early life in the NSW Central West including the only
NSW VC winner Capt. Neville Howse of the NSW Army Medical Corps, who had
been practising as a GP in Orange in 1899. And Banjo Paterson, the war correspondent for Fairfax papers was also born near Orange. And Breaker Morant “...is
credited with many brave and stupid events with horses as bets to win money…”
around Bogan Gate, Forbes and Parkes. They are all mentioned.
It is the many otherwise ‘ordinary’ recruits that Ellis has researched and recorded in
his book that he rather commemorates for their otherwise unheralded service to the
colony (later State) and the Commonwealth of Australia over the 33 months between October 1899 and May 1902.
His book is stylishly written with many excellently reproduced photos woven
through the text about the units in which locals fought — ‘A’ Squadron Mounted
Rifles, 1st NSW Mounted Rifles, ’C’ Sqn Citizens Bushmen, Imperial Bushmen,
NSW Citizens Bushmen as well as Australian Horse, Lancers and the Medical
Corps. He lists those recruited in and from around the Central West centres such as
Bathurst, Eugowra, Forbes, Molong, Parkes and Orange.
Buy your copy direct: Robert Ellis, ‘Waratah’, 14 Kite St, Molong NSW 2866
$25 including postage.
Robert is sharing profits with the Boer War Memorial Building Fund.
Letters and donations: NSW Committee of the NBWMA — Building 96, Victoria Barracks, Paddington NSW 2021
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RISING SUN BADGE
The first military use of the idea of a rising sun badge is a
sketch by Major Joseph Gordon, South Australian Permanent
Artillery in 1893. His idea was translated into a drawing by
Frank Bartels, an Adelaide artist. It’s ‘sun’ is Queen Victoria’s “small” crown and alternating bayonets from the Martini-Henry rifles in use at the
time with the cavalry’s swords
as the sun’s ‘rays’.
A shipwright on the Her Majes- Queen Victoria’s ‘small’ crown
ty’s Colonial Ship (South Australian Navy) Protector built a model, which Major Gordon
hung in the officers’ quarters at
the coastal artillery base at Fort
Glanville. In 1902 he presented
it to Maj Gen Sir Edward Hutton who was attempting to coordinate the six colonial forces
into the Australian Army after
Federation. The most urgent task was replacing the small colonial armies engaged in fighting the ongoing Boer War with
the Commonwealth Horse.
The original is now in the foyer to the Army Office at the Department of Defence's Russel Hill Canberra complex .
The design was adapted to wear on the Commonwealth Horse
troopers’ upturned left brim of the slouch hat, with smaller
versions for collars and officers’ peaked caps.
The first attempt issued early in
1902 featured the single word
“Australia”. The sun’s rays
were compressed into triangles;
The Queen Victoria crown was
retained as the ‘sun’ but now
resting on a scroll. These were
not worn in the field.
In the second version, issued later in 1902 after most of the
Boer War troops had returned home, the design expanded the
‘bayonet and sword’ sunrays but further stylised them.
‘Australia’ became ‘Australian’ and the scroll became a banner to emphasise unification of the colonies by proclaiming
that these soldiers were “Commonwealth Horse”. The gently
upward curvature of the banner
broke the straight horizontal
baseline of the first version.
This version was in use until
1904.
The national government had
learned a great deal from its birth
while at the same time having its
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army fighting in South Africa and its proto-navy in China.
Australia had now committed itself to support a Commonwealth military force that was self-sufficient. The ‘Australian
Horse’ badge clearly was not appropriate for all of the arms
and services that needed to be enlarged or newly created for a
modern army while respecting the traditional badges evolved
from British units differentiating cavalry from artillery from
various infantry ones and so on.
The third version of the badge replaced the QV “small” crown
with the Imperial State Crown and enlarged the scroll to allow
the words “Australian Commonwealth Military Forces” which
could only be accommodated and still legible by using the
upward curve of the previous one and adding a reverse of it
below. Removing the word ‘Australian’ from above the crown
allowed the crown itself to be slightly larger and closer to the
‘sunrays’.
With only tiny variations this
badge was the standard issue from
1904 until well after the Second
World War, and its basic design
carried forward for all subsequent
General Service badges. In this
period traditional corps badges
were replaced by cloth colour patches.
In 1949 the fourth pattern was issued at the same time as specific Corps and Regimental badges were reintroduced. The
only real difference was the removal of the word
‘Commonwealth’ from the scroll.
King George VI died on 5 February 1952 and his elder daughter Elizabeth became Queen.
The fifth pattern was designed in 1954, as the troops were
coming home from Korea – 1950-53, and while many in all
three services were engaged in the Malaya Emergency – 1950
-60. It swapped from the St Edwards Crown to the Imperial State
Crown. This badge began to replace the existing issue in 1966
when the Indonesian Confrontation
ended – 1963-66, and four years
into the Vietnam War – 1962-65.
A sixth design showing a Federation Star behind the crown appeared in 1969, but was never issued.

Imperial State Crown

The seventh version was issued to the Regular Army in 1991
called ‘The Australian Army Badge’. It appears to be going to
have a long life.

For more information about Royal Crowns see:
http://royalexhibitions.co.uk/crown-jewels-2/royal-regalia/
And for the Rising Sun Badge: http://www.army.gov.au/Ourhistory/Traditions/The-Rising-Sun-Badge
KS
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NSW Monumentally Speaking ONLINE EDITION complete with clickable links!
Find this and all the earlier editions of all newsletters to date on the National Boer War Memorial Association website

www.bwm.org.au/site/Newsletters.asp
NSW edition includes news from the ACT and South Australia, Queensland’s includes the NT and WA news, and the
Victorian one includes Tasmanian news)

When Downton Abbey returns….

The actor who plays Bates,
Brendan Coyle, says “His experiences in the Boer War
would have been traumatic,
intense and difficult. It was a
horrific conflict, a guerrilla
war.”

The third series begins in winter with Bates sentenced
to 20 years hard labour for murdering his ex-wife
Vera. It’s just as well the judge didn’t exact the usual
penalty at the time, execution by hanging. What was
the seed of doubt?
Both Bate’s former CO and now employer, the Earl of
Grantham, who Bates had served as batman during
the Boer War, and his brand new wife Anna, continue
to support him by attempting to prove his innocence.
The relationship at the front between Lord Grantham
and his soldier-servant batman was as close to being
friends as the class differences allowed.

Brendan Coyle as Bates

On the other hand, whatever
the cause, his first wife
turned against him and had
tried to destroy him to her
own advantage.
London Daily Mail (UK) 7/9/12
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT Mike Norton

In Memory of Capt Alfred EM Norton DSC
who commanded B Sqn, 4 SA Imperial Bushmen with distinction from 1 May 1900 to when he was severely injured
during a skirmish at Vredefort on 4 Aug 1900. Norton’s horse
was shot from under him crushing his leg. After local treatment he was repatriated to Australia arriving Adelaide 13
Sept 1900 to a great public reception.
This photo shows our Military History tour group flying the flag above the memorial in Vredefort cemetery to three of Norton's
troopers who perished at
Vredefort on 24 July 1900,
three weeks to the day after
his DSO action at Leeuwkop, about 100 km to the southeast. The flag was presented
to Tony Stimson by the SA Leader of the Opposition, Ms
Isobel Redmond, just prior to the tour’s departure.

Medical Corps won the first ever Australian Victoria Cross
but Capt Norton could easily have won a bar to his DSO here
that day. He was holed-up in a mud hut with 15 of his troopers for several hours, saved the life of one at enormous risk to
himself and was hit in both forage cap and heel. Three soldiers in the hut didn't make it out and are buried alongside this
simple memorial, erected by the people of South Australia.
The mud hut of course is long gone but the site of the Vredefort battle, on a farm outside
town, is well known.
Photo at right: With Leeuwkop
(kopje) in the background Dr Anthony Stimson (left) with fellow
tour member Mr Nigel Webster
who is also Chair of the ACT Committee of the NBWMAssn.
More details at: http://www.bwm.org.au/Alfred_Norton.asp

Anthony Stimson, Grandson of Capt Norton.
(Chairman’s note: Capt Alfred Norton is also my grandfather. Mike
Vredefort is where Capt Neville Howse of the NSW Army Norton)

BOER WAR DESCENDANTS REUNION – SUNDAY 4 NOVEMBER
About 90 descendants of South Australian soldiers and nurses is Friday 31 May 1902: Traditionally we commemorate it on
were joined by friends to remember their ancestors.
the Sunday prior, 26 May.
In a three-hour combination of ceremony and socialising
there were many themes in the stories retold by those present.
They were the highs and lows of war, ranging from the South
African dust and mud and the cold and wet, horses, rations
and tents (or lack of), to the boredom of waiting, sickness
from typhoid, the extreme violence of combat in which many
were wounded and some killed. The sadness.
The event was a great success. Many have thanked us for the
effort put into the day by the Committee and everyone involved.
As a direct outcome we had 52 new registrations of Boer War
soldiers and nurses. This is a huge boost to the number of
active, interested descendants and friends of the project to
join the 100 or so already registered in South Australia. My
sincere thanks to everyone.

We could repeat our Descendants Reunion, with appropriate
variations to attract not only more descendants but also more
friends interested in their stories and in helping our project to
raise funds for a national Boer War memorial in Canberra, on
Saturday 25, followed by a dinner in the evening.
Then the more formal remembrance ceremony at our own
Boer War Memorial on Sunday 26 May.
I’m floating these thoughts because I was so impressed by the
spirit in which everyone attended and the friendly cooperative attitude of enthusiasm. I am anxious to hear your
thoughts so please let me or any of the SA committee know.

It would be helpful to start planning now.

Our Sponsor is BLACKWELL FUNERALS and we
thank them for their ongoing support.

We do need to keep the ball rolling.
SA Committee Member Monty and your team: thanks especially for all you have done/are doing. All the best for your
commemoration ceremony on 11 November. We have come
The success this year raises the issue of what to do next year. a long way in two years.
Could we have a Boer War Weekend for example?
Recalling that Boer War Day – the day Peace was declared—

10
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Gosford’s Boer War Memorial threatened by foreshore development
A brief story “News from New Zealand” on p5 of MS 15 reported that Masterton’s Boer War memorial was to be relocated to allow a shopping centre to be built on part of their
CBD’s Martinborough Square, the town’s memorial precinct.
Closer to home, a similar proposal is threatening Gosford’s
sacred site, the much-used waterfront war memorials park,
which began with the Boer War memorial—pictured.
Gosford was one of those country towns whose population
disproportionately volunteered for the Boer War. Its community supported families and the hardships of their sons.

* The new building rising up around the halved Heritage Park
will block the heritage-protected vista of the Blacket-designed
Anglican church with its outlook across the park (and itself
having a WWI memorial), while excavating for the Performing Arts Centre would involve removing the last intact cliff
face foreshore bordering the Memorial Park, which delineates
the original foreshore .
As it stands, the design will also destroy the whole heritage
precinct which contains nine more heritage-listed buildings,
the memorials to other wars, and items related to our development as a community.
This is Gosford’s major Social History precinct.

There are 12 sites or monuments in the current heritagelisted Memorial Park, and the development proposal only
Information from Kay Williams, Pam Williams and John Lewis
mentions what will happen to the Boer War Memorial and
Cenotaph when half the park is dug up. The Planning authori- Geoff Potter (behind Gosford’s Boer War Memorial) speaks to the community.
ty says their design is ‘concept only and no assurance can be
given as to the size of the eventual space’.
The proposal is that
* 4 x 52-metre tower blocks should run east west across the
adjacent Gosford PS to the north, cutting the sunlight from the
memorial park, with a hotel entrance next to the relocated
Cenotaph.
* the Gosford Memorial Park, (first, est 1887), cut in half to
enable a multistorey Performing Arts/ conservatorium to occupy half the site. This will make Memorial Park a traffic way
as the entrance to an entertainment Space (for boxing, rock
concerts and plays) and a Conservatorium and Concert Hall
space, rather than the quiet reflective space for remembering
the sacrifice of Gosford’s service people that it currently is.

Carmel Hills writes:

Barnaby buys a BWMA tie

Re the Denis Murray memorial here
at Gunning MS 15 p6: I remembered
I had bought some copies of old
postcards and one of them had the
monument on it along with our Anglican Church, St Edmund’s, here in
Gunning. I forwarded a copy to the
Director of Works, Crookwell Office
of Council for his information.

After a meeting between the NBWMA led by John
Haynes and the Reserve Forces Day Council, John Moore
(right) at Sydney’s Commonwealth Offices we ran into
Barnaby Joyce (left) in the foyer. He asked who we were
and was almost overcome by calls for him to support our
memorial on the floor of the Senate.
He proudly offered that he had been
in the CMF in Queensland. BWM’s
Paul Lenehan (centre) whipped out
one of our new ties. (see page 12)

Carmel Hills, Records Mgt, Upper Lachlan Shire Council—Gunning Office

Brian Ellis writes:

Because John L Price, in his book They Proved to all the
Earth, says that 229 Tpr George Hodgkin Nethercott, also
A quick couple of comments arising from Monumentally
a Victorian, then serving in the Rhodesian Regiment, was
Speaking No 15 July 2012:
KIA near Tuli on 21 October 1899, almost a month earlier
than Huddart and Schultze.
Midshipman Cymbeline Huddart (in “New on the website,
Crookwell Gazettes Gunning “Help’s needed” (p6), it’s
page 10) believed to be the first Australian to die in the
Boer War when he was killed in action 25 Nov 1899 might great to hear that Pte Denis Murrays memorial is being
spruced up. Nothing’s changed since I photographed it in
have been preceded by 5336 Pte Henry Emil Schultze (a
native of St Arnaud, Victoria) re-joined his (UK) regiment, the late 1960’s. Pte Murray’s name is also on the Tumut
3 Grenadier Guards landing in South Africa 15 Nov 1899 Boer War Memorial.
and was wounded in action at the battle of Belmont six
On a different tack: Would it be marvellous if the Rugby
days later, to die on 25 Nov 1899, the same day as MidUnion would call a One Minute silence before the Australshipman Huddart, although the time difference is not
ia v South Africa game…. Any bites?
known and really doesn’t matter.
Brain Ellis Wagga Wagga 20 Sept 2012
Letters and donations: NSW Committee of the NBWMA — Building 96, Victoria Barracks, Paddington NSW 2021

11

Monumentally Speaking is the occasional newsletter of the NSW Committee—National Boer War Memorial Association.

Memorabilia

No.16

November 2012

Tie a great hit!!!
And now a new badge.

NEW BADGE
PATROL LEADER FROM

Christmas is coming….

MEMORIAL’S DESIGN

Tie in Queen Victoria medal-ribbon colours
on navy background
embossed with the leading horseman
from the memorial design.

20 mm

$15 plus $2.50 postage

from Brian Walters
Get family, friends and the
public asking you
what that tie’s about to open
conversation
on the design of the
BW memorial
(and how to pay for it!)

brian.walters@bwm.org.au
32 mm

Or by mail at:
NSW Boer War Memorial
Assn Inc, Building 96,
Victoria Barracks,
Paddington NSW 2021

Quality Australian made

$25 incl GST+ $3.00
postage

Queensland
CD: Illustrated Roll of Qld BW Units
$15 + $2 post.

Order from Paul Lenehan,
02 9427 3781
or write to Paul
at his home address:

Book: History of the
5th Qld Imp Bushmen

6 Angus Ave,
Lane Cove NSW 2066

by Alan Fogg $15 + $10 postage
The lead horseman in the BW memorial’s design is
subtly self-patterned into the blue stripes and the
words “Boer War 1899—1902” are woven into the
bottom yellow stripe.

Victoria
Ball point pens
gold and black or
gold and maroon
$10 + $1.20 post

Boer War Service
Plaques
225 x 175 mm engraved wood for wallmounting reminder of
your ancestor’s B W
service.
$60 + $10 post
12

Metal Lapel Pin
25 mm $2

Key Rings

Boer War Day
Badge $8

Contact: Bill Woolmore
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