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IMPORTANT NOTICE

THI' S COuLD POSSI BLY BE THE LAST BOER gW
SEND OUT I N PRI NTED FORM. FUTURE S
EMAI L. WE DONO6T WANT TO LOSE YOU SO Wi |
WHERE WE CAN SEND | T TO YOU. RI GHT N
ADDRESSES FOR LESS THAN HALF OF OUR
SUPPORTERS. |l F YOU ARE NOT ON L
RELATI VE OR FRI END COULD RECEI VE THE EW

PLEASE DONOT DELAY
CONTACT US NOW EVEN I F YOoUu AHE
TO MAKE AN EMAIL ARRANGEMEQT
975558096, (M) 0414]5

| ynettebassin@ymail . go

: Nati onal Boer Wat m
PO Box 2006, Bl ackburn Sout ,
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BRONZE TROOPERS GALLOP TO T
DEDI CATI ON OF THE NATI ONAL MEMO
ork on the bronze horses is progressing well|].
ransport to Canberra. The second horse has blee
cul ptor, Louis Laumen, has completed the 1.5]1Ii
y the foundry The waxes for No.3 are mostly| r
Pl be in Canberra in early January.
he scul ptor is currently working on the modgl
ecember . We have been assured by Louis Laume|n
I nal bronze horse wild/l be in Canberra beforef|t]
he memorial site
THE HI STORI C DEDI CATI ON CEREMONY I N CANB
TAKE PLACE ON WEDNESDAY, 31 May
ur Victorian Boer War Day Service will take pl
017 so all/l those wishing to attend the dedifa
i ctorian Service.
e wi || advise al/l our descendants and supportfer
HOPE WE WILL SEE YOU THERE
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One of Australiads
Banjo Paterson, who served in South
Africa as a war correspondent for The
Sydney Morning Herald and The
Melbourne Argus. He wrote this idiosyn-
cratic impression of the Boer culture in a
letter from Bethlehem, Orange Free State,
on the 14 t July 1900. He had been in the
field with the troops for over six months
by this time. Some of his observations may
border on the ludicrous but that was
because it was impossible for him not to
revert to the storyteller of Saltbush Bill
and Harrison the Bushwhacker. Typical

of his letters from the Front was this
entertaining contrast between the serious
-ness of reality and the imagination of the
absurd.

mo S

0OThe Boers never ma tkey
fight from ridge to ridge, always having a way
of escape when our men get too close, and the
troops are asking themselves whether they
are to follow the Boers all round Africa for the
rest of their lives. The Boers are certainly
bearing out the prediction of Olive Schreiner,
who stated to the writer in Cape Town quite
early in the war that after we got to Pretoria
they would begin to give trouble. One cannot
help admiring their pluck and determination.
All the stories about Boer savagery are
nonsense. To the eye of an English globe -
trotter they, no doubt, seem pretty rough and
uncouth, and so would a lot of Australian
backblock settlers, but as a matter of fact, the
Boers are a very commonplace lot of farmers
and settlers. The local grocer, and feed
merchant, and commission agent, and black-
smith have shouldered their Mausers and
gone out into the laagers; the parsons have
remained behind, and as a rule, they preach
defiance to the last; the parson at Heidelberg
told his congregation on the day after we
entered that now it was time for them to burn
their bibles, as the English had been
permitted to enter the town.

The people at the farmhouses are very
interesting. There are only two types among

the women, either fat Dutch vrouw, who sits

on the verandah, or waddles puffing from

room to room - the Tant Sannie of Olive
Schreiner - or else the Afrikander woman,

long, thin, flat -chested, anaemic and
unhealthy -looking.

Théy@lV viedr huge borinéts aRd ri$§ S-looking
dresses, but they keep the houses very clean
indeed, and in almost every house there is a
piano with a lot of English music. - mostly of a
religious character. They get very few news -
papers, and their books are mostly poetry or
religion; good editions of Longfellow or Words-
worth are fairly common, but none of the
family do much reading, for the women are
busy with household concerns all day, while
the men are out on the farm. They make the
natives do most of the work, but when shear-
ing or harvest time is in, all hands turn to.

They manage their transport and commissari-

at on a very simple plan. All the members of
one family or from one town will keep
together, and carry their rations and bedding
on packhorses - say six men to one packhorse.
These Omessesd or grou
efficidly r@dddhised B practically they are
always kept together, and the plan has one
great advantage - they arrange their own
cooking, and their care of horses and so on,
and when one is wounded the other members
of his Omess®6 | ook aft
any stretcher bearers being told off to hunt
about the place, the wounded are always got
away safely. They are a fighting people rather
than working men. The whole of South Africa
has been a fighting ground, and what with
native and other wars there are very few
Boers that have
not been in ac-
tion. A German
doctor in charge
of ambulances
at Bethlehem
told wus that
when one Boer
was shot
through the
mouth a friend
picked him up
on his horse
and brought
him like a sack
across the horse

at full gallop

down to the
hospital, and
dumped him
down, and off
again to the
laager.
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