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by   Colonel Marcus Fielding 

  &ÒÏÍ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ρψωω ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ -ÁÙ ρωπς Á ÂÉÔÔÅÒ 
ÃÏÎПÌÉÃÔ ÒÁÇÅÄ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ ÖÅÌÄÔ          
ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ "ÒÉÔÁÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÒ %ÍÐÉÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ Ô×Ï     
ÌÁÒÇÅÌÙ ÓÅÌÆ-ÇÏÖÅÒÎÉÎÇ "ÏÅÒ 2ÅÐÕÂÌÉÃÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ    
4ÒÁÎÓÖÁÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ /ÒÁÎÇÅ &ÒÅÅ 3ÔÁÔÅȢ 4ÈÉÓ Ȭ"ÏÅÒ 
7ÁÒȭ ×ÁÓ Á ÐÉÖÏÔÁÌ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÉÎ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁͻÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȢ 4ÈÅ 
×ÁÒ ×ÁÓ ÆÏÕÇÈÔ ÁÔ Á ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ       
ÃÏÎÓÃÉÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÎ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁ ÄÅÃÌÁÒÉÎÇ ÉÔÓ Ï×Î 
ÎÁÔÉÏÎÈÏÏÄȢ 

!Ó ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ "ÒÉÔÉÓÈ %ÍÐÉÒÅȟ ÔÈÅ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ           
ÃÏÌÏÎÉÅÓ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÔÒÏÏÐÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÒ ÉÎ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȢ 
!ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎÓ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÉÎ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÇÅÎÔÓ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÉØ 
ÃÏÌÏÎÉÅÓ ÁÎÄȟ ÆÒÏÍ ρωπρȟ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ 
#ÏÍÍÏÎ×ÅÁÌÔÈȢ  

!ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎÓ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÍÏÓÔÌÙ ÉÎ ÍÏÕÎÔÅÄ ÕÎÉÔÓ ÆÏÒÍÅÄ 
ÉÎ ÅÁÃÈ ÃÏÌÏÎÙ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÄÅÓÐÁÔÃÈȟ ÏÒ ÉÎ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁ 
ÉÔÓÅÌÆȢ 4ÈÅ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÔÏÏË ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍ ÏÆ 
ПÉÖÅ Ȱ×ÁÖÅÓȱȢ 

4ÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÇÅÎÔÓ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ          
!ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ ÃÏÌÏÎÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÏÕÔÂÒÅÁË ÏÆ 
×ÁÒ ÉÎ ρψωωȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÄÒÅ× ÈÅÁÖÉÌÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÎ 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÌÉÔÉÁ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÌÏÎÉÁÌ ÆÏÒÃÅÓȢ  

4ÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ Ȱ"ÕÓÈÍÅÎȱ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÇÅÎÔÓȟ 
×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÃÒÕÉÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÏÒÅ ÄÉÖÅÒÓÅ ÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ 
ÁÎÄ ÐÁÉÄ ÆÏÒ ÂÙ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÓÕÂÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ              
ÐÈÉÌÁÎÔÈÒÏÐÙ ÏÆ ×ÅÁÌÔÈÙ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓȢ  

4ÈÅ ÔÈÉÒÄ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ Ȱ)ÍÐÅÒÉÁÌ "ÕÓÈÍÅÎȱ                 
ÃÏÎÔÉÎÇÅÎÔÓȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÉÎ ×ÁÙÓ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÔÏ  

ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÃÅÄÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÇÅÎÔÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÐÁÉÄ ÆÏÒ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ     
ÉÍÐÅÒÉÁÌ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ,ÏÎÄÏÎȢ  

4ÈÅÎ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ Ȱ$ÒÁÆÔ #ÏÎÔÉÎÇÅÎÔÓȱȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÅÒÅ 
ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔÓ ÁÆÔÅÒ &ÅÄÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ 
ÏÎ ÂÅÈÁÌÆ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× #ÏÍÍÏÎ×ÅÁÌÔÈ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȟ 
×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ ÁÓ ÙÅÔ ÕÎÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÓÏȢ  

&ÉÎÁÌÌÙȟ ÁÆÔÅÒ &ÅÄÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ #ÏÍÍÏÎȤ
×ÅÁÌÔÈ (ÏÒÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÄÉÃÁÌ ÓÔÁÆÆ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÇÅÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ 
ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× &ÅÄÅÒÁÌ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȢ 

4ÈÒÅÅ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÇÅÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 
#ÏÍÍÏÎ×ÅÁÌÔÈ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ρωπρȟ ÂÕÔ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ 
ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÅÍÂÁÒË ÕÎÔÉÌ ρωπςȟ ÍÏÓÔ ÁÒÒÉÖÅÄ ÔÏÏ ÌÁÔÅ ÔÏ 
ÓÅÅ ÁÃÔÉÏÎȠ ÉÎÄÅÅÄȟ ÓÏÍÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÁÔ ÓÅÁ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ 
×ÁÒ ÅÎÄÅÄ ÏÎ σρ -ÁÙ ρωπςȢ 

Colonel Marcus Fielding delivering the Commemoration  

Oration at the Shrine Service on 29 May 2016 
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 #ÏÌÏÎÉÁÌ ÔÒÏÏÐÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÖÁÌÕÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÓÈÏÏÔ 
ÁÎÄ ÒÉÄÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÍÁÎÙ ×ÁÙÓ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÅÄ ×ÅÌÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
ÏÐÅÎ ×ÁÒ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÌÄÔȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ      
ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓȟ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÐÏÏÒ        
ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ ÏÆПÉÃÅÒÓȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÇÅÎÔÓ     
ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌÌÙ ÁÒÒÉÖÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÕÎÄÅÒÇÏÎÅ ÍÕÃÈ 
ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÓÅÎÔ ÏÎ ÃÁÍÐÁÉÇÎ ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅÌÙȢ 
4ÈÅÓÅ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÂÙ ÎÏ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÒÅÓÔÒÉÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ          
!ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁȟ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÆÁÃÅÄ ÂÙ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ ÈÁÓÔÉÌÙ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÇÅÎÔÓ ÓÅÎÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
%ÍÐÉÒÅȢ 

!Ó ÔÈÅ Ȭ&ÁÔÈÅÒÓ ÏÆ !.:!#ȭȟ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ 
ÏÕÔÃÏÍÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁȭÓ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÏÅÒ 
7ÁÒ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÎ×ÁÒÄÓ ÔÈÅ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ 
'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÈÁÓ ÉÎÓÉÓÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ ÔÒÏÏÐÓ ÂÅ 
ËÅÐÔ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ ÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÄ 
ÂÙ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÂÌÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÅÄ 
!ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÏÍÍÁÎÄÅÒÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ 
ÒÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÏÖÅÒ 
ÁÎÙ ÉÓÓÕÅȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÍÏÄÅÌ ×ÁÓ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ Ô×Ï 
×ÏÒÌÄ ×ÁÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÎ ÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÐÒÅ-ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ     
ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÎÚÁÃ ÓÐÉÒÉÔȢ 

ςπρφ ÍÁÒËÓ ÔÈÅ ρρυÔÈ ÁÎÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÔÔÌÅ ÁÔ 
7ÉÌÍÁÎÓÒÕÓÔ ÏÎ ρς *ÕÎÅ ρωπρȢ 4ÈÅ ÌÅÆÔ ×ÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
υÔÈ 6ÉÃÔÏÒÉÁÎ -ÏÕÎÔÅÄ 2ÉПÌÅÓ ÈÁÄ ÍÁÄÅ Á ÔÅÍÐÏÒÁÒÙ 
ÃÁÍÐ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÎÉÇÈÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÉÔ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÅÄ Á ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÅ ÁÔÔÁÃË 
ÂÙ Á "ÏÅÒ #ÏÍÍÁÎÄÏȢ 4ÈÅ )ÍÐÅÒÉÁÌ /ÆПÉÃÅÒ ÉÎ ÃÈÁÒÇÅ 
ÈÁÄ ÏÒÄÅÒÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÁÎ ÉÎÁÄÅÑÕÁÔÅ ÃÁÖÁÌÒÙ ÐÉÃËÅÔ ÔÏ 
×ÁÒÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÍÐ ÏÆ ÁÎÙ ÉÍÐÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÄÁÎÇÅÒȠ Á ÆÁÃÔ 
×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÉÓÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÂÓÅÑÕÅÎÔ ÅÎÑÕÉÒÙȢ 4ÈÅ 
6ÉÃÔÏÒÉÁÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ó×ÁÇÓ ÏÒ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ Á 
ÖÅÒÙ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÎÅØÔ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÒÉПÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÁÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÏÎ ×ÅÒÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÁÄÄÌÅÒÙ Á ÓÈÏÒÔ          
ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ Á×ÁÙȟ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÔÔÁÃË ÂÅÇÁÎȢ 4ÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ 
ÍÅÒÃÉÌÅÓÓÌÙ ÃÕÔ ÄÏ×Î ÂÙ ÔÈÅ "ÏÅÒÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÍÁÎÙ ÄÉÄ 
ÍÁÎÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ×ÅÁÐÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÆÅÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÏÒ 
ÌÉÇÈÔȢ ! ȰÃÅÁÓÅ ПÉÒÅȱ ÏÒÄÅÒȟ ÌÁÔÅÒ ËÎÏ×Î ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ       
ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÎ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÓÐÅÁËÉÎÇ "ÏÅÒȟ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ 
ÔÈÅ ÁÔÔÁÃË ÔÏ ÁÎ ÅÎÄȢ !Ô ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ρψ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ 6ÉÃÔÏÒÉÁÎÓ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ËÉÌÌÅÄ ÁÎÄ τς ×ÅÒÅ ×ÏÕÎÄÅÄ 
ɀ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ ÌÏÓÓ ÉÎ Á ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
×ÁÒȢ 

!ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎÓ ÁÔ ÈÏÍÅ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌÌÙ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÒȟ ÂÕÔ 
ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÄÉÓÅÎÃÈÁÎÔÅÄ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎПÌÉÃÔ ÄÒÁÇÇÅÄ ÏÎȟ     
ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ "ÏÅÒ ÃÉÖÉÌÉÁÎ             
ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ËÎÏ×ÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÏÕÒÔ-ÍÁÒÔÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ 
ÓÕÂÓÅÑÕÅÎÔ ÅØÅÃÕÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ (ÁÒÒÙ ͼ"ÒÅÁËÅÒͼ -ÏÒÁÎÔ 
ÁÎÄ 0ÅÔÅÒ (ÁÎÄÃÏÃË ÁÌÓÏ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÄ ÁÎÔÉ-×ÁÒ           
ÓÅÎÔÉÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁȢ "ÕÔ ÄÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÖÅÒÓÉÅÓ 
ÔÈÅ ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÓÅ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÄ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÁÎÄ 
ÓÁÃÒÉПÉÃÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÅ× ÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÍÁÉÎÅÄ 
ÓÔÒÏÎÇȢ 

)ÎÄÅÅÄȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÓ ÔÏÄÁÙ ÏÖÅÒ Á ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙ 
ÓÉÎÃÅ  ÔÈÅ  ÅÎÄ  ÏÆ  ÔÈÅ  ×ÁÒȢ   )  ÁÍ  ÖÅÒÙ  ÐÌÅÁÓÅÄ  ÔÈÁÔ  

ÆÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ "ÏÅÒ 7ÁÒ -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ 
ÏÎ !ÎÚÁÃ !ÖÅÎÕÅ ÉÎ #ÁÎÂÅÒÒÁ ÈÁÓ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÓÏÍÅ 
ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÉÍÐÅÔÕÓȢ 7ÉÔÈ ÌÅÓÓ ÔÈÁÎ Ασππȟπππ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ 
ÔÏ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÌÙ   ÆÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ) ÉÍÐÌÏÒÅ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ 
ÔÏ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ Á        
ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÍÁÙ ÐÒÏÃÅÅÄ ÉÎ ρς 
ÍÏÎÔÈÓȭ ÔÉÍÅȢ 

-ÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ Á×ÁÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÕÒ Ï×Î 6ÉÃÔÏÒÉÁÎ 
3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ 7ÁÒ -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌȟ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÎÏÔ ÆÁÒ ÆÒÏÍ 
ÈÅÒÅȟ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÒÅÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ×ÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
$ÏÍÁÉÎ 3ÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÅÌÂÏÕÒÎÅ -ÅÔÒÏ 2ÁÉÌ      
4ÕÎÎÅÌ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȢ 

4ÈÉÓ ÍÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ ÉÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÎÁÍÅÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÕÔÈ 
!ÆÒÉÃÁÎ 3ÏÌÄÉÅÒÓ 7ÁÒ -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÎÏÕÒÓ ÔÈÅ 
ÓÏÌÄÉÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÆÏÕÇÈÔ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÏÅÒ 7ÁÒȢ ,ÉËÅ 
ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÔÈÃÏÍÉÎÇ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ "ÏÅÒ 7ÁÒ -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ ÔÈÉÓ 
6ÉÃÔÏÒÉÁÎ -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ ÔÏÏË ÓÏÍÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ 
ÒÅÁÌÉÓÅÄȢ ! ÃÁÍÐÁÉÇÎ ÔÏ ÒÁÉÓÅ ÆÕÎÄÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ 
ÂÅÇÁÎ ÉÎ ρωρρ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÍÅ ÔÈÉÒÔÅÅÎ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ 
ÇÒÅÙ ÇÒÁÎÉÔÅ ÏÂÅÌÉÓË ÍÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ ×ÁÓ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ 
ρωςτȢ 

)Î ÁÌÌȟ ÊÕÓÔ ÏÖÅÒ ςσȟπππ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎÓ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÉÎ 3ÏÕÔÈ 
!ÆÒÉÃÁ ÁÎÄ ÎÅÁÒÌÙ ρȟπππ ÄÉÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÏÒ ÆÒÏÍ 
×ÏÕÎÄÓȟ ÏÒ ÆÒÏÍ ÄÉÓÅÁÓÅȢ 6ÉÃÔÏÒÉÁÎÓ ÃÏÍÐÒÉÓÅÄ   
ÁÌÍÏÓÔ Á ÑÕÁÒÔÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ПÉÇÕÒÅÓȢ 

4ÈÅ 3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ 3ÏÌÄÉÅÒÓͻ 7ÁÒ -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ ÉÓ ÏÆ 
ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌȟ ÁÅÓÔÈÅÔÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
ÓÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ 6ÉÃÔÏÒÉÁȢ )ÔÓ ÓÉÚÅ ÁÎÄ ÌÁÎÄÍÁÒË ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ 
ÉÍÂÕÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÔÒÏÎÇȟ ÓÙÍÂÏÌÉÃ     
ÐÒÅÓÅÎÃÅȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÍÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ ÂÕÉÌÔ ÉÎ 6ÉÃÔÏÒÉÁ 
ÔÏ ÃÏÍÍÅÍÏÒÁÔÅ ÁÌÌ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎÓ ×ÈÏ ÔÏÏË ÐÁÒÔ ÉÎ 
ÔÈÅ ×ÁÒȟ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÓÏÌÄÉÅÒÓȢ 4ÈÅ 3ÏÕÔÈ      
!ÆÒÉÃÁÎ 3ÏÌÄÉÅÒÓͻ 7ÁÒ -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ ÉÓ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ÁÓ 
ÔÈÅ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÍÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ "ÏÅÒ 7ÁÒ 
ÉÎ 6ÉÃÔÏÒÉÁȢ )Ô ÄÅÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÏÕÒ ÈÉÇÈÅÓÔ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔȢ 

4ÈÅ "ÏÅÒ 7ÁÒ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÆÕÌÌ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 
ÔÒÏÏÐÓ ÂÙ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ #ÏÌÏÎÉÅÓ ÔÏ Á ÆÏÒÅÉÇÎ 
×ÁÒȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ 
#ÏÍÍÏÎ×ÅÁÌÔÈ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ρÓÔ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ρωπρ ÉÔ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ 
ÏÕÒ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ПÉÒÓÔ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÓ Á        
.ÁÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÃÒÉПÉÃÅ ÏÆ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎÓ ÉÎ 
ÔÈÉÓ ×ÁÒ ÄÅÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ                    
ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒÅÄȢ 
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Work on the bronze horses is progressing well. The first has been finished for some time now and is awaiting 

transport to Canberra. The second horse has been cast in segments and is being assembled at the foundry. The 

sculptor, Louis Laumen, has completed the 1.5 life size model of the third horse and the moulds have been taken 

by the foundry. The waxes for No.3 are mostly ready for the casting process. The first three bronze horsemen 

will be in Canberra in early January. 

The sculptor is currently working on the model for Horse No.4 and this will be ready for the foundry in 

December. We have been assured by Louis Laumen and the head of the foundry, Cameron McIndoe, that the 

final bronze horse will be in Canberra before the end of April when it will join the first three horses installed on 

the memorial site. 
 

THE HISTORIC DEDICATION CEREMONY IN CANBERRA IS SCHEDULED TO 

TAKE PLACE ON WEDNESDAY, 31 May 2017 
 

Our Victorian Boer War Day Service will take place as usual at the Shrine of Remembrance on Sunday 28 May 

2017 so all those wishing to attend the dedication in Canberra will have a few days to get there after the 

Victorian Service. 

We will advise all our descendants and supporters (by email) the details as we get closer to the time. 

 

HOPE WE WILL SEE YOU THERE 

  

 IMPORTANT  NOTICE 

THIS COULD POSSIBLY BE THE LAST BOER WAR DESPATCHES WE CAN 

SEND OUT IN PRINTED FORM. FUTURE ISSUES WILL HAVE TO  GO OUT BY 

EMAIL. WE DONôT WANT TO LOSE YOU SO WE NEED AN EMAIL ADDRESS 

WHERE WE CAN SEND IT TO YOU. RIGHT NOW WE HAVE EMAIL                 

ADDRESSES FOR LESS THAN HALF OF OUR DESCENDANTS AND                  

SUPPORTERS.  IF YOU ARE NOT ON EMAIL YOURSELF PERHAPS A            

RELATIVE OR FRIEND COULD RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER FOR YOU.  

 

PLEASE DONôT DELAY 
CONTACT US NOW EVEN IF YOU ARE UNABLE  

TO MAKE AN EMAIL ARRANGEMENT 

 

Phone:       97555896,   (M) 0414 545 032 

 

Email:       lynettebassin@gmail.com 

 

Mail:         National Boer Wat Memorial Association 

      PO Box 2006,  Blackburn South, Victoria  3130 

BRONZE TROOPERS GALLOP TO THE FINISH LINE 
DEDICATION OF THE NATIONAL MEMORIAL 31 May 2017 
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One of Australiaõs most loved writers was 

Banjo Paterson, who served in South      

Africa as a war correspondent for The 

Sydney Morning Herald and The            

Melbourne Argus. He wrote this idiosyn-

cratic impression of the Boer culture in a 

letter from Bethlehem, Orange Free State, 

on the 14 th  July 1900. He had been in the 

field with the troops for over six months 

by this time. Some of his observations may 

border on the ludicrous but that was      

because it was impossible for him not to 

revert to the storyteller of Saltbush Bill 

and Harrison the Bushwhacker. Typical 

of his letters from the Front was this      

entertaining contrast between the serious

-ness of reality and the imagination of the 

absurd.  

 

òThe Boers never make a stand now - they 

fight from ridge to ridge, always having a way 

of escape when our men get too close, and the 

troops are asking themselves whether they 

are to follow the Boers all round Africa for the 

rest of their lives. The Boers are certainly 

bearing out the prediction of Olive Schreiner, 

who stated to the writer in Cape Town  quite 

early in the war that after we got to Pretoria 

they would begin to give trouble. One cannot 

help admiring their pluck and determination. 

All the stories about Boer savagery are       

nonsense. To the eye of an English globe -

trotter they, no doubt, seem pretty rough and 

uncouth, and so would a lot of Australian 

backblock settlers, but as a matter of fact, the 

Boers are a very commonplace lot of farmers 

and settlers. The local grocer, and feed        

merchant, and commission agent, and black-

smith have shouldered their Mausers and 

gone out into the laagers; the parsons have 

remained behind, and as a rule, they preach 

defiance to the last; the parson at Heidelberg 

told his congregation on the day after we      

entered that now it was time for them to burn 

their bibles, as the English had been            

permitted to enter the town.  
 

The people at the farmhouses are very          

interesting. There are only two types among 

the women, either fat Dutch vrouw, who sits 

on the verandah, or waddles puffing from 

room to room - the Tant Sannie of Olive 

Schreiner - or else the Afrikander woman, 

long, thin, flat -chested, anaemic and             

unhealthy -looking.   

They all wear huge bonnets and rusty -looking 

dresses, but they keep the houses very clean 

indeed, and in almost every house there is a 

piano with a lot of English music. - mostly of a 

religious character. They get very few news -

papers, and their books are mostly poetry or 

religion; good editions of Longfellow or Words-

worth are fairly common, but none of the    

family do much reading, for the women are 

busy with household concerns all day, while 

the men are out on the farm. They make the 

natives do most of the work, but when shear-

ing or harvest time is in, all hands turn to.   

They manage their transport and commissari-

at on a very simple plan. All the members of 

one family or from one town will keep           

together, and carry their rations and bedding 

on packhorses - say six men to one packhorse. 

These ômessesõ or groups of soldiers are not 

officially recognised, but practically they are 

always kept together, and the plan has one 

great advantage - they arrange their own 

cooking, and their care of horses and so on, 

and when one is wounded the other members 

of his ômessõ look after him, so that without 

any stretcher bearers being told off to hunt 

about the place, the wounded are always got 

away safely. They are a fighting people rather 

than working men. The whole of South Africa 

has been a fighting ground, and what with  

native and other wars there are very  few     

Boers that have 

not been in ac-

tion. A German 

doctor in charge 

of ambulances 

at Bethlehem 

told us that 

when one Boer 

w a s  s h o t 

through the 

mouth a friend 

picked him up 

on his horse 

and brought 

him like a sack 

across the horse 

at full gallop 

down to the 

hospital, and 

dumped him 

down, and off 

again to the 

laager.  
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ABOVE: Reverse of Me-

dallion with provision to 

have the name and unit of 

your Boer War Veteran 

ancestor engraved. 

This magnificent Memorial Medallion 

comes ready to have the particulars of your 

ancestor engraved on it to create a most 

worthy memorial to your  familyôs Boer 

War heritage.  A great birthday present. 

The beautifully enamelled Medallions are a 

full 50mm diameter X 4mm thick and are 

available in a fitted jewel case. The front 

face has the Queenôs and Kingôs South       

Africa campaign ribbons faithfully enam-

elled on the lower circumference. 

PRICE: $46 in jewel case.         $38 uncased 

QUALITY CAPS in Boer War khaki fabric  

with  the Badge of the National Boer War 

Memorial Association nicely embossed on the 

front.       PRICEð$25 

PLEASE USE ORDER FORM OVERLEAF 

LIMITED SUPPLY LEFT 
Stocks of our second and final     

reprint of this great book are 

very low and we urge you to 

act now if you wish to have a 

copy to your library 

Badges 

$8 each 


