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BOER WAR DAY HIGHLIGHTS
MELBOURNE AND LAUNCESTON

he 2014 Boer War Commemoration in | together with the Re-enactment Society of Australia
Victonia began on Wednesday 21st May with | who provided the customary 3 shot cannon salute to
a reception for First Generation descendants | conclude the service.
(sons and daughters) of Boer War veterans, hosted by
the Victonan RSL at ANZAC House. This was a
fitting forerunner to a wonderful day at the Melbourne
Shrine of Remembrance on Sunday 25th May, when
the annual Boer War Day service was conducted

A prominent contribution was made by Scouts and
Ciuides from a number of country and metropolitan
groups. One hundred and forty seven of them attended
the service in uniform — over 50 more than last year
which was appropnate since the Defence and Relief of

The Head Cadets, Reserves and Employer | Mafeking were special themes for 2014, A strong
Support Division Major General lain Spence, CSC, | attendance by our vouth and by country people from as
RFD delivered the commemoration oration to the | far away as Mildura showed growing interest and more
audience that included 22 distinguished guests. than 30 attended from the Geelong area.

Messages from the Governor General and the Chief of
the Defence Force were read and The Hon Nick
Wakeling, Mimister for Higher Education, whose great
grandfather served at the Defence of Elands River,
read a message from Victorian Premier Dr. Denis
Napthine. He also read a letter from his forebear sent
to lus family during the Boer War. This was followed
by a message from the Lord Mayor of Melbourne
Councillor Robert Doyle.

Ihe march by descendants and supporters to the
Eternal Flame was led by 12 mounted horsemen from
the Creswick Light Horse group, supported by the
very colourful Rats of Tobruk Memorial Pipes and
Drums. This activity provided a great display and was
much appreciated by the many spectators. The
Austrahan Great War Association also participated

10 of the 12 First Generation descendants who attend-
edf at the RSL. Unfortumately two arrived roo late




Despite the best efforts of the Shrine administrative
staft, the extensive site works presently underway ren-
dered the internal facilities of the Shrine unavailable
for the usual post service refreshments. Organisers
were very grateful that the Salvation Army was able to
step into the breach and provide a much a appreciated
alternative on the lawns beside Birdwood Avenue.

Although the outlook early was somewhat gloomy, the
weather tumed out bright and sunny ensuring the over-
all success of a wonderful day - one that will be pleas-
urably remembered by all that participated.

BOER WAR
COMMEMORATION
IN LAUNCESTON

The impressive Boer War Memonal which stands in
City Park Launceston saw the annual BOER WAR
COMMEMORATIVE DAY held Sunday 1" June 2014
at 12 noon. The cadets mounted and The City of Laun-
ceston RSL Band played Edwardian airs, God Save the
Queen and the National Anthem. Dr Frank Madill AM

was MC for the ceremony while Lone Piper Craig '

Cooper of the RSL Pipes and Drums played when
wreaths were laid, including those by the Mayor of
Launceston Albert Van Zetten and, representing the
Premier of Tasmama, The Hon Guy Bamelt
MHA. Gary Fitzallen read Psalm 45 from the scrip-
tures. Organiser of the event, Reg Watson during his
address mentioned that this year was the 100™ anniver-
sary of the passing of Banjo Paterson and reminded all
of the death of journalist William Lambie who was am-
bushed and killed during the war with the Tasmanians,
making him the first of his profession to die in its ser-
vice Mr Watson went on to say that he would like to
see a plaque erected in his memory as he also at one
time worked at a journalist in Tasmania. He also men-
noned Mafeking and read the message from the Gover-
nor-General Sir Peter Cosgrove. Fortunately the weath-
er was good. Great appreciation was given o Terese
and Wayne Binns who represented the Australian Light

Horse Associa-
tion. Terese
wore a Tasma-
mian Boer War
nurse’s uni-
form. ABC
interviewed
Mr Waison
after the event.
There will be
greater plans
for 2015.

VICTORIAN TARGET
$600,000
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$60,000

$40,000

$20,000

BIG EFFORT NEEDED TO
REACH $100,000

It will be nice when we have finally honoured the '
service of our fathers, grandfathers and great
grandfathers with the Memorial they should have
had many vears ago. We are making good head-
way but its tough on the volunteers. Victoria has
been set an amount to raise and we are a bit be-
hind. Please help us to reach the first benchmark
of $100,000 quickly. We have passed the eighty
thousand dollar mark but money is needed to
progress the site works in ANZAC Parade and to
keep our excellent sculptor going. There will be a
wonderful Memorial so lets keep at it until the
job is done. Donation forms are with this issue.




Promotional Merchandise

SUPPORT THE NATIONAL
BOER WAR MEMORIAL

South
Africa
1899

1902

Boer War Day Badge $8

Vinyl Car Sticker
[Omm A [Omm, 5200

Metal Lapel Pin 25mm $2

Quality Pens—
Burgundy & Gold  $10 each

BOER WAR 1899 . 1902

Attractive Wooden Plague:: Please provide details below
The central motil can be replaced wath o photo or a badge of
armanged when ordenmg. Pnce 360 (= 51511 photo used)

Phone 03 98902465 for more details and order form

The Al:tstﬂialians
BOER WAR

THE STORY OF THE
AUSTRALLANS WHO $48
SERVED IN THE .
SOUTH AFRICAN WAR See
1899 o 1902 back
' page

Clear Crystal Glass Memorial—Laser Etched
130mm X 1535mm X 30mm 'x".'ci:_'f‘.' RR0 grams

in hined presenlation case -:|'I|.|._._'; has been shown with

dark background to highlight engraving. Please provide

detmls below wath onder. Can be supplicd without badge o

WL 1'1\ l'«.|!l.‘:| |'l“.F: pallern Al || H-,_||,|-_'._' instemnd ol that

shown., SI120 <PP&I 522 i Victona (may be shehthy

mgher 1o olher Sales).

VETERAN INFORMATION

Given Names .......—.....

Rank:....

Unit: ...

T L L S

(Please print)

Regimental number: ...

Regimental number: ..........ococ.ee e

Post & Packaging extra (see over)

All prices include GS'I

Allow 3 to 4 weeks delivery for Plaques




Merchandise Order COMPLETION OF FULL
..Pens - Maroon & Gold (@ S10each §.................. S]ZE NlODEL

. g e R gy AT
el b eredar metaly @S2 5| The 15 timeslife size model of the first horseman i
.....Enamel BW Dav badge 88 . (R LA finished, the silicon moulds have all be taken by the
_____ Kev Ring %' 2 S foundry and the bronze casting process l\ under
Bu;ﬂ-. “”‘L. order form) SAS & way. The Association has now authorised the

sculptor to commence work on the half life size
maodel of the second horseman for the Memorial,
The leg arrangement of the 1st horse is because it
will be trotting on sloping
ground. Each of the four
horses will naturally be
slightly different.

In our next newsletter we
hope to bring you
photographs of the final
bronze work for the first
mounted trooper.

... Wooden Plague
Supply details as per reverse page §..................
...Crystal Glass Memonal 5130 each

Please complete details on reverse S................
POSTAGE
Badges (up to 4) $2.50
Pens (up to 2) $2.50
Stickers only $1.00
BOOK (up to 2) 512
Crystal Glass Memorial 522.00
Wooden Plague 510 (+ 55 for each
additional if mailed together) S.onn
(if purchasing multiple items contact
0398902465 for P&P savings)

Sub-total S e

(Circleone)] Mr Mrs Dr Ms Miss

Given Names:

surname: ..

Address: .

St i e e
Postcode: .........ccceeec.H Phone: ...
MOBHE: .o iiviscsiicsiinisissniminssins

L1 11 O
lenclose achequefors ....coooeeviiiiiinns

Payable to:

MNational Boer War Memorial Association- Vic,
P O Box 2006, Blackburn South, 3130

Please do NOT send cash in the mail

Office Use Only
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BOER WAR DAY - MELBOURNE SHRINE OF REMEMBRAN‘CE

CRESWICK LIGHT HORSE
LEADING THE MARCH

THE CANNON CREW
{Australian Re-enactment Society)

Left:
& e Hon Michael & The

. 1 = Hon Wendy Baden-Powell
L 1

. March with Peter Wilmor

. 1
} Below & bottom left

SECTIONS OF THE
MARCH

L eft
P 1he Hon Nick Wakeling MP

"%‘_i_.n Minister, Higher Educarion |
!

| g
Y% Victorian Government
And

Major General lain Spence
1 CSC. RFD,




MORE VIEWS OF THE MARCH & SERVICE -

The Hon Nick Wakeling MP
Minister Representing the
Premier of Vicioria
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BOER WAR MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION [P g
TIES
These quality ties in the colours of the Queens South /
Africa medal ribbon are available at $25 each plus /

The Hon Michae! Baden-Powell
Opening the Service
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postage. Please contact Paul Lenchan 02 94273781
or by email paullenchan@bwm.org.au




; : . Center front of picture is 106 year old
s R : Mrs Mary Sadler
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Distinguished Guest area
Light Horse in the background

Looks like cool weather there
The Tasmanian guys have two great
Boer War services each year. One in
Hobart and one in Launceston.

Look out for them and try to join in.

DVD with two slide shows covering:

1. The service at the Melbourne Shrine
of Remembrance.
2. The RSL reception for first generation
descendants of Boer War veterans held
at ANZAC House

PRICE $10 POST FREE

A




450 Private Edwin Knox (1876 —1901)
Third Bushmen Contingent Victoria

Ted Knox was bomn in Dookie Victona. Just prior to his enhstment in
the 3VBC on 31 January 1900, he was working as a stockman on the
‘Ferney” property in Toongabbie n Eastern Victona, He embarked
on the Enrvalus in Melboumne on the 10 March and ammived in Baira
on 3 April 10 join the Rhodesian Field Force.

The 3* Contingent left Bulawayo, Rhodesia on the 25 June and
placed under command of Colone]l Baden-Powell m Mafeking on the
27 June, [t is considered likely that he was with A Squadron 3VBC
when they were ambushed ’t'!_'. a Boer party on the 22 ]utj-. Toward
the end of August IVBC were transierred to General Plummer’s
column working along the Pietersburg rail line during the remainder
ol 15N,

Al this nme Lord Kitchener, commanding the forces in South Afnica,
wis beset with the very difficult task of countening the guerrilia
lactics being emploved by the hard core Boer forees that were
lighting a protracted campaign on their own land. In order o deprive
his enemy of local suppont Kitchener ordered the confiscation of
farms and established concentration camps to house their owners
Presumably because of his expernience on the land in Australia, Ted
Knox secured nmself a civilian position ax a Farm Overseer with the
Imperial Government Farms department. He soon had the enviable
title of Assistant Inspector - no small achicvement for a 25 year old

Austrahan

Unfortunately he had bitle time 1o relish his new found status for on
the 26 February 1901 he was reporied drowned while swimming in a
waterhole/dam on the Wonderboom farm in Transvaal. His drowning
wis reporied as being caused by severe cramps but his fnends did not
aceept this explanation and on their return 1o Australia told a
different story. The investigation into his death revealed a number of
suspictous circumstances including that the dam was so shallow that

death by drowning was just not feasible

by

Also it appears that just prior W the 26 February, Knox had received
a considerable amount of back pay and after his death this money
could not be found. The invitation to swim that day came from a
Canadian friend who, as a consequence of the circumstantial evi-
dence was arrested and charged with Knox's murder. Despite baving
given “unsatisfactory answers™ when interrogated. the suspect was
discharged as the evidence against him was not considered strong
enough 1o gain a conviction. Thos Knox's death remains recorded as
an accident

Edwin Knox had grown up in St Kilda and was the first of the volun-
teers from that suburb 1o lose his life in the South Afnca confliet, An
omate fountain was buill m Cleve Gardens near the St Kilda beach-
fromt in 1902 and dedicated 1o Knox's memory. The structure fell
inio disrepair and the City of Port Phillip wath the support of the Na-
tional Boer War Memorial Association and the Retumed and Ser-
vices League has undertaken conservation and interpretation works
10 preserve the memonal. Although the u:l'ij.{:ll.l! fountan has been

lost & contemporary silhouetie has been created 1o reference the ong-
inal design. The new memonal was unveiled in June 2012

Mavor of Port Phillip and party at the rededication ceremony

THE AUSTRALIANS AT THE BOER WAR

R.L.WALLACE

Order vour copy of this most readable book now.

FREE CERTIFICATE
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s Please send me a copy of *The Australians at the Boer War® Enclosed 15 a
:chcquc postal order for $60 for the book and postage. My postal address is:

:ln'.hl'l Suburh. ... ..o
= | will require the Memorial Certificate:
-

I'o those who have or can register with us a Boer
War veteran from their family tree, a free certificate as shown below will
be included which will make vour copy of “The Australians at the Boer
War™ a permanent memorial to vour relative who served.
from this Memorial Edition go towards the National Boer War Memorial.

Postage $12 for
up to 2 books

All proceeds

IS | . | S

Smie. ... ...l Postcode. ..

PLEASE DO NOT SEND CASH IN MAI
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