Boer War Association Queensland

Committee Newsletter - Volume 13, No. 2 - April 2020

This second Newsletter this year (2020), hot on the heels of our first, is a special edition in light of the current
situation concerning COVID-19.
Boer War Day Commemoration Service Cancelled - We are all aware the World Health Organization
(WHO) declared COVID-19 a pandemic. At this stage, there is a lot of speculation on when COVID-19 will
peak in Australia. We are now at the end of March and statistics show COVID-19 is still very much on the
incline in Australia. Predictions suggest that we need to brace ourselves for months to come. According to
authorities, those aged over 50 are most vulnerable and vulnerability climbs exponentially with age. Most of
our attendees to events such as the Boer War Day Commemoration Service are over 50. Many are well
into their 60’s, 70s, 80s, and in some cases, older. We, as an organisation, have a moral and legal obligation
to ensure the safety and well-being of others at events, such as the Boer War Day Commemoration
Service.
Thursday, 19th March, 2020, I and the Executive Committee Members made the decision to cancel this
year’s Boer War Day Commemoration Service, which was to be held on the 31st May. This decision was
not made lightly, as there has been a tremendous amount of effort already put into the coordination and planning of the event. However, all said and done, we do have a duty of care, to all those attending a function
such as the Boer War Commemoration Service; such as members, their families, participants, attendees
and the general public, such as onlookers.
One cannot just postpone an event such as this, as there are too many organisations involved to coordinate
and plan. An event such as this takes at least 6 months or more depending on involvement.
160th Anniversary of the Establishment of the QDF - On the bright side, just prior to COVID-19 dictating
the future, we took part in a very moving and significant historic event. Sunday, 8 th March, we played an integral part of the 160th Anniversary of the establishment of the QDF (Queensland Defence Force). Queensland
was the first Colony to establish its own Defence Force. At that time, all other Colonies were defended by
British troops.
In February – March 1860, the Governor of Queensland, Sir George Bowen,
authorised the establishment of a Colonial Defence Force comprising of Mounted and Infantry troops, the antecedents for the 9th Battalion, Royal Queensland
Regiment (an Army Reserve Infantry Unit) and 2nd/14th Light Horse Regiment
(QMI) which is a current unit of the ADF. These elements played a large part in
the 2nd Anglo-Boer War as members of QMI (Queensland Mounted Infantry)
and the QIB (Queensland Imperial Bushmen).
To commemorate the occasion, Queensland Mounted Infantry Historical Troop
(QMIHT) and the ADF (Australian Defence Force) developed an event which
included a Ceremonial Parade held at Victoria Park and a Ceremonial Mounted
Parade, with participation from a Queensland Police Service (QPS) Mounted
Unit, 2nd/14th Light Horse Regiment (QMI), 9th Battalion Royal Queensland Regiment (RQR) and elements of the Army Band (Brisbane). I, as the Chairman of
BWAQ was approached by Jed Millen, President of QMIHT, and asked to participate by taking the salute at ‘The Scout’ (Boer War Memorial), ANZAC
Square, Adelaide Street end.
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Prior to the Ceremonial Parade at Victoria Park, QMIHT conducted a mounted
ride through the CBD, led by the CO of 2nd/14th LHR (QMI). The saluting
points were at Victoria Barracks and Anzac Square (Adelaide Street and Ann
Street):
Victoria Barracks the CO of Victoria Barracks and an Inspector of QPS
Northern District took the salute;
‘The Scout’ ANZAC Square, I and our Patron (MAJGEN Prof John Pearn
AO GCStJ RFD (Retd.) took the salute plus, located slightly behind us,
to our left and right:
 Shaun Winson - Chairman of SAMVOA (South African Military

Veterans Organisation of Australasia) QLD and NT, to represent
South Africans who took part in the 2nd Anglo-Boer War,

 Clive Cooke - President of RVA (Rhodesian Veterans Association) to

represent the many Rhodesians who took part in the 2nd Anglo-Boer
War,

 Jennie Jones - Represented the BSAP Regimental Association. The

BSAP also played an important role in the 2nd Anglo-Boer War.
The Mounted Parade then returned to Victoria Park for the Ceremonial Parade.
MAJGEN Pearn and I attended this parade as honoured guests. The Governor of
Queensland His Excellency, the Honourable Paul de Jersey AC QC was also in
attendance and delivered the address.
Commonwealth Day Multi-Faith Service - The very next day, after the above mentioned parades, Monday, 9th March,
I attended The Victoria League Brisbane for Commonwealth Friendship Commonwealth Day Multi-Faith Service held at
St John’s Cathedral, Ann Street, Brisbane. Not many people realise that the Victoria League’s beginnings are very
much associated with the 2nd Anglo-Boer War.
On behalf of the BWAQ Executive, I/we wish you well and safe keeping, through these trying and worrisome times
ahead. We all have a responsibility to help reduce the spread of COVID-19 and to protect those who are most at risk.
It is important that we all follow the advice and recommended steps to protect ourselves and others. Stay positive, all
things, even bad things, come to an end – “This too shall pass…”
BWAQ (Boer War Association Queensland) Committee:
Mr Gordon Bold – Chairman.
Rev Pierre van Blommestein – Secretary.
Mrs Jennie Jones – Treasurer (Editor and Researcher).
Ms Helen Underwood.

Gordon Bold
Chairman
PS: -

A message from Chris Piggott-McKellar, Communication and Media Coordinator Office of the Governor, Government House Queensland:

“Please pass on the best wishes of everyone at Government House to Association members;
thank you all for your ongoing commitment to honouring the legacy of those who served
in Australia’s first war.”

“Every Night and every Morn
Some to Misery are born.
Every Morn and every Night
Some are born to Sweet Delight,
Some are born to Endless Night. ”
~~ William Blake, Songs of Experience
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2nd Anglo-Boer War and the Victoria League
Gordon Bold

‘The Victoria League for Commonwealth Friendship’ –
simply referred to as the ‘Victoria League’, was founded and established in 1901, during the 2nd Anglo-Boer
War (1899-1902). It is a voluntary charitable organisation which connects people from Commonwealth Countries. There are currently eight branches in the UK and
about twenty-three branches throughout the Commonwealth, including; Australia, New Zealand, Zimbabwe,
South Africa and Papua New Guinea, with affiliated
organisations in the USA and Canada.
The concept which led to the establishment of the
‘Victoria League for Commonwealth Friendship’ was
apparently first expressed in South Africa, when two
members of the ‘Guild of Loyal Women’ were discussing the Boer War, when apparently, one said to the
other:
“I am so weary of the bitterness of this war.
Why can’t we have a Society for Friendship?”

The earliest request for help came from South Africa
for help in tending war graves and for fund-raising to
alleviate distress among British refugees, and for extra
comforts for Boer women and children in the detention
camps.
Since 1953, HRH Queen Elizabeth II has been Patron
of ‘The Victoria League for Commonwealth Friendship’.
She and other members of The Royal Family have
attended various League events over the years to mark
special occasions…

Guild of Loyal Women:
Shortly after the outbreak of the 2nd Anglo-Boer War in
1899, the ‘Guild of Loyal Women’ of South Africa was
founded (early 1900) as a voluntary organisation which
identified, marked and maintained 2nd Anglo-Boer War
graves and military graveyards. Dorothea Fairbridge, a
South African author and leading socialite was cofounder of the ‘Guild of Loyal Women’.
By June 1900, the ‘Guild for Loyal Women’ already had
3,000 members mainly in the Cape Colony. By the end
of 1900, the ‘Guild of Loyal Women’ had branches in
Natal. There were even plans for branches in the Boer
Republics of the Orange Free State and Transvaal
Republic. Although members considered themselves
apolitical, the movement attracted members from those
loyal to the British Crown. In December 1900, it received ‘Royal Patronage’. In 1901 it became affiliated
with the ‘Victoria League’…
Victoria League:
The Victoria League was founded during the 2nd AngloBoer War; the catalyst for an outpouring of patriotic
support for the British Empire. It was set up to support
the war effort in a way considered suitable for women,
such as caring for wounded soldiers and helping by
comforting the relations of soldiers killed fighting in the
war.
------------------------------------------------------------------------Dorothea Ann Fairbridge often known as Dora Fairbridge (1862-1931) was a
South African author and co-founder of, and a leading activist in the ‘Guild of
Loyal Women’. She also had a lot to do with the formation of the ‘Loyal Women’s
Guild’ (LWG) of Rhodesia (today Zimbabwe), the Rhodesian branch of the ‘Guild
of Loyal Women’ (GLW). After the Boer war, she continued to support South Africa's integration into the British Empire and sought to establish the Union of South
Africa with a reconciled population and a shared sense of South African history.

Cont.

Two women in particular had a marked influence as catalysts to the founding and formation of the ‘Victoria
League’:
Margaret Polson Murray was a Canadian social reformer,
magazine editor and founder of the 'Canadian Daughters of the Empire'. She recognised a need for loyal
support for Canadians departing to fight with the
Empire forces in South Africa.
Dorothea Fairbridge was a South African author and cofounder of, and a leading activist in the ‘Guild of Loyal
Women’…

Both organisations, the 'Canadian Daughters of the
Empire' and 'Guild of Loyal Women', sent representatives to Britain to make contacts and to drum up support for the war effort.
Dorothea Fairbridge was the daughter of, Charles
Aken Theo Fairbridge (1824-1893), a distinguished
lawyer, scholar and Cape Town parliamentarian. She
was the first cousin once removed of Kingsley Fairbridge, the Rhodesian poet and founder of the
‘Fairbridge Society’. She was educated in London and
travelled widely. She was a leading socialite of the
Cape Colony and was friends with some very influential British ladies, for example; Violet Cecil, Edith Lyttelton and Violet Markham, whom she had associated
with in England and also when some of them visited
South Africa. These three ladies above, through their
influence, were very instrumental in founding and setting up a new London based organisation; London
society embraced the idea.
When the 'Guild of Loyal Women' sent members to
Britain to explain what they were doing to raise money
to a group of women, who had the ear of the male British establishment, the ‘Victoria League’ was established. The initial meeting was held on 2nd April 1901,
at 10 Downing Street (UK Prime Minister’s official residence) at the invitation of Alice Balfour, the sister of
Arthur Balfour and a niece of Lord Salisbury (Robert
Arthur Talbot Gascoyne-Cecil, 3rd Marquis of Salisbury,
KG, GCVO, PC, FRS, DL) the Prime Minister. Present
at the meeting were:
Violet Markham;
Violet Cecil;
Edith Lyttelton;
South African representatives from the ‘Guild of Loyal
Women’;
Wives and sisters of Cabinet Ministers;
Wives of the leaders of the Loyal Opposition; and
Other representative ladies.

Out of respect to the recently deceased Queen Victoria,
they all attended dressed in mourning attire. In respect of
Queen Victoria, it was agreed that the new organisation
would be called the ‘Victoria League’. The ‘Victoria
League’ was established to promote links between organisations within the British Empire. Margaret, Countess of
Jersey was appointed as Chair and Edith Lyttelton as the
Hon. Secretary.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The Union of South Africa was established within a constitutional arrangement
that encouraged close ties with the rest of the British Empire…
The ‘Victoria League’ is today known as ‘The Victoria League for Commonwealth
Friendship’…
Margaret Smith Polson, née Murray (1865-1927), better known as Margaret Polson
Murray of Montreal. She married Professor John Clark Murray FRSC (1836-1917)
a Scottish philosopher and professor. He held the Chair of Mental and Moral
Philosophy at Queen's University from 1862 to 1872 and at McGill University
from 1872 until 1903. During his academic career, Murray became the first professor at Queen's to offer courses to women… The ‘Canadian Daughters of the
Empire’ is today known as the ‘Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire’ (IODE)
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Amalgamation:

Considering the fact that the 2nd Anglo-Boer War extended beyond 1900 with still no end in sight in 1901,
the need for moral and financial assistance to support
in practical aid for those suffering, meant that the
‘Guild of Loyal Women’, were in no position to take
control of the ‘Victoria League’. Hence, they amicably
agreed to hand over all their British subsidiary organisations to the control of the ‘Victoria League’. Therefore, in June 1901, the ‘Guild of Loyal Women’ of
South Africa formed an alliance with the ‘Victoria
League’.
On the other hand, the 'Canadian Daughters of the
Empire' did not have such an urgent need for support
and like the ‘Guild for Loyal Women’ were founded
before the ‘Victoria League’. There were however
discussions in 1901, between ‘Canadian Daughters of
the Empire’ and the ‘Victoria League’, over which
organisation would affiliate with the other. Both
organisations were giving practical help to the ‘Guild
of Loyal Women’ of South Africa. Due to the inability
to decide who would affiliate with whom, the
‘Canadian Daughters of the Empire’ and the ‘Victoria
League’ never affiliated. The ‘Canadian Daughters of
the Empire’ are today known as the ‘Imperial Order
Daughters of the Empire’ (IODE); it too has Royal
Patronage. The committee on war graves continued
its partnership with the ‘Guild of Loyal Women’ of
South Africa.
Poem to the ‘Guild of Loyal Women’:

A poem by Cicely Fox Smith entitled –

Charles Fairbridge was the son of Dr James William Fairbridge and Sarah Armstrong, who immigrated to the Cape Colony and arrived in Cape Town 25th March
1824…
Kingsley Ogilvie Fairbridge (1885-1924), Imperialist and idealist, was born on 2nd
May 1885 at Grahamstown, South Africa, son of Rhys Seymour Fairbridge, and his
wife Rosalie Helen, née Ogilvie. His great-grandfather was Dr James William Fairbridge. His father, Rhys Seymour Fairbridge, was a mining engineer and land surveyor, covered in some detail in ‘Cecil M Hulley's Memories of Manicaland’. Manicaland
is in Rhodesia (today Zimbabwe). Cecil Malcolm Hulley (Cecil M Hulley) is the
second cousin of the author’s (Gordon Bold’s) Grandmother…
Violet Georgina Cecil, born Violet Georgina Maxse (1872-1958), daughter of Admiral Frederick Maxse and Cecilia Steel. Violet married twice:
Firstly - Lord Edward Cecil (Lord Edward Herbert Gascoyne-Cecil KCMG DSO
(1867-1918)) on 18th June 1894, founder of the ‘Mafeking Cadets’,
during the Siege of Mafeking, son of the British Prime Minister Robert
Gascoyne-Cecil, 3rd Marquis of Salisbury;
Secondly – Lord Milner (Alfred Milner, 1st Viscount Milner) on 26th February
1921. During Lord Milner’s time in South Africa, she exchanged letters
with Lord Milner and alongside Violet Markham established the Victoria League in 1901 to promote Milner's imperial vision…
Dame Edith Sophy Lyttelton GBE JP, née Balfour (1865-1948), born in Saint
Petersburg, the eldest daughter of Archibald Balfour, a London businessman and
merchant in the Russian Empire, and Sophia "Sophy" Weguelin, daughter of MP
Thomas Matthias Weguelin. Dame Edith was a British novelist, playwright, WWIera activist and spiritualist. She married Alfred Lyttelton KC (1857-1913) a British
Politician, their son Oliver became the 1st Viscount Chandos. During their visit to
South Africa in 1900, Lyttelton developed a high regard for Alfred Milner, 1st Viscount Milner, and helped establish the Victoria League in 1901 with Violet Markham and Violet Cecil to promote the imperial vision advocated by Milner…
Violet Rosa Markham CH (1872-1959) was a writer, social reformer, campaigner
against women's suffrage and administrator…
Alice Blanche Balfour FRES (1850-1936) was a Scottish entomologist, naturalist,
scientific illustrator and one of the earliest pioneers in the science of genetics…
Arthur James Balfour, 1st Earl of Balfour, KG, OM, PC, FRS, FBA, DL (18481930) was a British Conservative statesman who served as Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom from 1902 to 1905 and as Foreign Secretary in the Lloyd George
ministry…

When the thunder of the battle rolls no more,
And the last bugles blow o'er the plain,
They'll be many in old England mourning sore
For the men who must remain;
Yet when they think upon their glorious dead,
They shall know that their memory shall not fade, That sacred, where their dear ones fought and bled,
Is the ground where they are laid.

Banjo Paterson’s South African Poems
Paterson published about 20 poems from South Africa.
Though the exact dating of their composition is uncertain,
they suggest a trajectory of his changing commitment to
the war, from jingoistic imperialist to disillusioned nationalist.
The declarations of imperial loyalty are complemented by
praise of other Australian contingents, such as: -

They need not know in bitter yearning long
For a spot their tear-dimmed eyes may never see,
Where unheeded and alone the weeds may throng
And the wild things wander free.
Tho' in a stranger land our soldiers sleep,
And far away is all they held so dear,
Yet kindred hands their glorious graves shall keep
Tended from year to year.

Queensland Mounted Infantry
There's a very well-built fellow, with a swinging sort of
stride,
About as handy sort as I have seen.
A rough and tumble fellow that is born to fight and ride
And he's over here a-fighting for the Queen.

When, as the years bring round the time again,
Beneath their names our tribute wreaths we lay,
Who sleep full sound in some Southern plain
From their Isle far away,
Tho' they rest afar across the sundering foam,
'Neath a turf never wet with English showers,
We grieve not, since we know that, far from home,
Their graves are glad with flowers.

He's Queensland Mounted Infantry - compounded 'orse
and foot.
He'll climb a cliff or gallop down a flat.
He's cavalry to travel but he's infantry to shoot.
And you'll know him by the feathers in his hat!

‘To the South African Guild of Loyal Women’

Cicely Fox Smith

The Kiplingesque ''orse' is a reminder that in Bloemfontein,
in May 1900, Paterson met Kipling.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cicely Fox Smith (1882-1954) was an English poet and writer. She was born into
a middle-class family in Lymm, near Warrington, England during the latter half
of the reign of Queen Victoria. Her father was a barrister and her grandfather
was a clergyman. She was well educated at Manchester High School for Girls
from 1894 to 1897, where she described herself later as "something of a rebel,"
and started writing poems at a comparatively early age. She had a fierce desire to
travel to Africa but eventually settled for a voyage to Canada…

It is important to recognise that Paterson's verse constitutes
not only arguably the first substantial Australian cultural response to war, but also the most significant medium by which
the Australian part in the war was expressed and understood.
JJ
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On The Trek
Oh, the weary, weary journey on the trek, day
after day,
With sun above and silent veldt below;
And our hearts keep turning homeward to the
youngsters far away,
And the homestead where the climbing roses
grow.

MAJGEN Prof John
Pearn AO GCStJ
RFD (Retd.);
Clive Cooke RVA;
Jennie Jones BSAP;
Shaun Winson
SAMVOA;
Lt. Col Bruce Read
(Retd.);
Gordon Bold
Chairman, BWAQ
Thank
you to
Larry
Griffiths
for the
photos.

Shall we see the flats grow golden with the ripening of the grain?
Shall we hear the parrots calling on the bough?
Ah! the weary months of marching ere we hear
them call again,
For we're going on a long job now.
In the drowsy days on escort, riding slowly half
asleep,
With the endless line of waggons stretching back,
While the khaki soldiers travel like a mob of
travelling sheep,
Plodding silent on the never-ending track,
While the constant snap and sniping of the foe
you never see
Makes you wonder will your turn come -- when
and how?
As the Mauser ball hums past you like a vicious
kind of bee -Oh! we're going on a long job now.
When the dash and the excitement and the
novelty are dead,
And you've seen a load of wounded once or
twice,
Or you've watched your old mate dying, with the
vultures overhead -Well, you wonder if the war is worth the price.
And down along the Monaro* now they're starting
out to shear,
I can picture the excitement and the row;
But they'll miss me on the Lachlan^ when they
call the roll this year,
For we're going on a long job now.

Queensland
Mounted
Infantry
Historical
Troop
(QMIHT) and
the Australian
Defence
Force
(ADF)
Ceremonial Mounted Parade - 8th March, 2020

Banjo Paterson

*Monaro - a region of high plains and alpine pasture in the southeast of New South Wales.
^Lachalan - a river in the central west of New South Wales.
The poems Paterson approved of appeared in later editions of his
verse, notably The Collected Verse of AB Paterson (Sydney: Angus
& Robertson, 1927
More on page 11
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Legacies and Legends - 2nd Anglo Boer War
Veterans Cont.
By Gordon Bold
Boers, Colonials and Brits - their Legacies and
Legends
Sir Percy Fitzpatrick - Author, Politician,
Mining Financier and Pioneer:
James Peter Fitzpatrick was born in King
William's Town, the eldest son of James
Coleman Fitzpatrick, who was a judge of
the Supreme Court of the Cape Colony,
and Jenny FitzGerald. Both were originally from Ireland. Two of James Coleman Fitzpatrick's other sons (brothers of
James Peter Fitzpatrick), were killed in
action – Thomas in the Matabele Rebellion and George in
the 2nd Anglo-Boer War (serving on the British side with
the Imperial Light Horse Regiment). James Peter Fitzpatrick, later self-elected the name ‘Percy’ and became
known simply as Percy Fitzpatrick.
Sir James Percy Fitzpatrick, KCMG (1862-1931), known
as Percy Fitzpatrick, was a South African author, politician, mining financier and pioneer of the fruit industry. He
authored the famous classic children's book entitled,
‘Jock of the Bushveld’ (1907); some of his other works
include:
Through Mashonaland with Pick and Pen - based
on Lord Randolph Churchill's 1891 Rhodesian
expedition, led by Fitzpatrick.
The Transvaal from Within by J. P. Fitzpatrick at Project Gutenberg, 1899.
Jock of the Bushveld - based on Fitzpatrick's
transport riding days, first published in 1907 upon
persuasion by his friend Rudyard Kipling. The
book has so far run through 91 editions and
impressions.
South African Memories (published posthumously).

As a politician, he defended British Imperial interests
before and during the 2nd Anglo-Boer War.
After his father's death in 1880, Percy Fitzpatrick left college to support his mother and her family. After working
for some time as a clerk in Cape Town's Standard Bank,
he travelled to the Eastern Transvaal goldfields in 1884,
where he worked as a storeman, prospector's assistant
and journalist as well as an ox-wagon transport-rider from
the former Lourenço Marques to Lydenburg and Barberton. He later became editor of the ‘Gold Fields News’ in
Barberton. An account of Fitzpatrick's adventures during
this time, ‘Jock of the Bushveld’, was published in 1907.
He also authored ‘The Transvaal from Within’, this
greatly influenced public opinion in Great Britain in the
years leading up to the 2nd Anglo-Boer War. It emphasised the grievances of mainly English-speaking Uitlanders (Foreigners) against the Boer Government and advocated British intervention in the South African Republic
(ZAR).

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Lord Randolph Henry Spencer-Churchill (1849-1895) was a British statesman, a
Tory radical and apparently coined the term 'Tory democracy'. He inspired and
pioneered many modern methods across the political spectrum. He was the
father of Sir Winston Churchill, who authored a biography him in 1906…

In 1892 Fitzpatrick became the ‘head of intelligence’ in
the Johannesburg offices of ‘Hermann Eckstein & Company’ (part of ‘Wernher-Beit & Company’). In 1895,
Percy Fitzpatrick became the ‘Secretary’ of the Reform
Committee in Johannesburg. The Committee conspired
to overthrow Paul Kruger's Transvaal Republic (South
African Republic) Government, from 1895 to 1896.
Fitzpatrick also acted as the intermediary between the
Reform Committee, Cecil Rhodes and Dr. Leander Starr
Jameson, in Cape Town. At the time 1895, Jan Smuts,
was very much involved with Cecil Rhodes and De
Beers Diamonds (a company owned by Rhodes) and
was very much an advocate and supporter of Cecil Rhodes. On 29th December 1895, Jameson led a failed raid
known as the ‘Jameson Raid’ from the
Bechuanaland
Protectorate
(today
known as Botswana) to aid the Uitlander
(Foreigner) conspirators (Reform Committee) in Johannesburg. Boer Commandos under the command of General
Piet Cronje, outflanked Jameson at Doornkop. After the
‘Battle of Doornkop’, Jameson was forced to surrender
to General Cronje on the farm Vlakfontein south of Krugersdorp, on 2nd January 1896.
Percy Fitzpatrick, along with the others, was charged for
high treason. Although sentenced to two years imprisonment and a fine of £2,000, was released in May 1896.
The Jameson Raid was later cited by Winston Churchill
as a major factor in bringing about the 2 nd Anglo-Boer
War (1899-1902).
When Rhodes launched the Jameson Raid in the summer of 1895–96, Jan Smuts was outraged. Feeling
betrayed by his employer, friend and political ally, he
resigned from De Beers, and left political life. Instead,
he became ‘State Attorney’ in the capital of the South
African Republic, Pretoria.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Joseph Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936) was an English journalist, short-story writer, poet, and novelist. He was born in India, which inspired much of his work.
Kipling spent a lot of time in South Africa from as early as 1898. During the 2nd
Anglo-Boer War, in early 1900, he became a correspondent for ‘The Friend’ newspaper in Bloemfontein, which had been commandeered by Lord Roberts for
British troops. He was warmly received by some of the most influential people
of the Cape Colony, including Cecil Rhodes, Sir Alfred Milner, Leander Starr
Jameson and Percy Fitzpatrick…
The ‘Barberton Herald’, co-founded by John Southward Bold (younger brother of the
authors great-great-grandfather); first went to print 4th May, 1886. Sir Percy Fitzpatrick had some of his works published in the ‘Barberton Herald’ and was editor
for a while. The ‘Gold Fields News’, a rival newspaper, was founded around
1887, a little after the ‘Barberton Herald’. The ‘Barberton Herald’ and Gold
Fields News’ merged in September 1892, but still operated as separate entities; by
this time both Sir Percy Fitzpatrick and John Southward Bold moved to Johannesburg…
Hermann Ludwig Eckstein (1847-1893) was a German-born British mining
magnate and banker. Eckstein counted Paul Kruger as a personal friend and was
therefore quite dismayed by the growing rift between the Uitlanders (foreigners)
and Afrikaners…
The Reform Committee was an organisation of prominent Johannesburg citizens
which existed late 1895/early 1896. The Afrikaners referred to them as Uitlanders (foreigners). The Reform Committee was headed by Lionel Phillips (later Sir
Lionel Phillips 1st Baronet), Charles Leonard, Colonel Frank Rhodes CB DSO
(brother of Cecil), John Hays Hammond, Percy FitzPatrick and a few others.
The Reform Committee was a 56-member committee representing the grievances of Johannesburgers to the Paul Kruger government...
Cecil John Rhodes PC (1853-1902) was a British businessman, mining magnate
and politician in southern Africa who served as Prime Minister of the Cape
Colony from 1890 to 1896. He was an ardent believer in British imperialism,
Rhodes and his British South Africa Company (BSAC) founded the southern
African territory of Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe and Zambia)…
Sir Leander Starr Jameson, 1st Baronet, KCMG, CB, PC (1853-1917) was a British colonial politician, a founder of Rhodesia and prominent member of the
British South Africa Company (BSAC), who was best known for his involvement
in the Jameson Raid…
Cont

Correspondence and Donations to: - The Treasurer, Boer War Memorial Association Qld, c/o P. O. Box 1215, Oxley, Qld. 4075

6

After the failure of the Jameson Raid, Rhodes’ firm,
‘Consolidated Gold Fields’, had been determined to avoid
political entanglements and sought a cordial relationship
with Kruger’s Government.
Percy Fitzpatrick, in particular, believed initially that much
could be gained, and described Jan Smuts the ‘State
Attorney’ as; “…very fair, when he has the facts, very
willing and very bright, but he has a heart-breaking
task…’ Jan Smuts and Percy Fitzpatrick soon encountered stumbling blocks. However, Percy Fitzpatrick, a
colonial maverick with his own political agenda, was intent on linking the mining industry’s complaints to a wider
political settlement and wanted the British government to
be involved. Jan Smuts, while recognising the need to
resolve the issue, dismissed any notion of British involvement in the Transvaal’s affairs as ‘inconsistent with the
dignity of an independent state’.
At the outbreak of the 2nd Anglo-Boer War (1899–1902),
Percy Fitzpatrick helped to establish the Imperial Light
Horse Regiment (ILH). The unit was raised in Johannesburg for service in the 2nd Anglo-Boer War on 21st September,1899 by Col. Aubrey Woolls-Sampson, Maj. Walter Davies, Sir Percy Fitzpatrick and Capt. Charles Mullins. Unfortunately, ill health prevented Percy Fitzpatrick
from partaking in active service. However, during the war
he acted as the ‘Official Adviser’ on ‘South African Affairs’
to the British Government. This earned him a knighthood
in 1902, as a Knight Commander of the Order of Saint
Michael and Saint George.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-Doornkop (literally "thorn hill") is a ridge and locality southwest of Johannes-

burg, close to Krugersdorp. The battle site is roughly where Doornkop Military
base is currently located (the Commando Unit I was associated with associated
with Doornkop Military Base)…
Pieter Arnoldus "Piet" Cronjé (1836-1911) was a general of the South African
Republic's military forces during the 1st Anglo-Boer War (1880-1881) and 2nd
Anglo-Boer (1899-1902). He and his Commando also defeated Jameson at the
‘Battle of Doornkop’…
The Imperial Light Horse was raised by the British in Johannesburg on 21st September 1899 for service in the 2nd Anglo-Boer War. It was informally known as
the ‘Reformers Regiment’ as many of its officers served on the ‘Reform Committee’ or
more commonly by the Transvaal Government and the Boer Commandos as the
‘Uitlander Regiment’…
Colonel Sir Aubrey Woolls-Sampson (1856-1924), A hot-tempered Cape Colony
native of English ancestry (British St Helena and Irish descent) and former gold
miner. According to his brother, he developed a ‘fanatical’ hatred of Boers.
Hardly surprising, when one considers that during the 1st Anglo-Boer War (1880–
81), he had suffered three bullet wounds in one battle and was extremely luck to
survive his wounds.
He became a co-conspirator in the Jameson Raid and was captured and imprisoned. He was one of the founders of the Imperial Light Horse (ILH) in Johannesburg. He was considered an oddball amongst his peers, not that dissimilar to
T.E. Lawrence (‘Lawrence of Arabia’, his younger and more famous contemporary), became chief intelligence officer and displayed an outstanding ability in the
Field Intelligence Department. He later became Colonel and was knighted after
the war…
Colonel Walter David (Karri) Davies (1861–1926), was a son of the late Mr. M. C.
Davies, owner of the Jarrah and Karri timber mills of Western Australia. In 1902
an amalgamation of Western Australian timber companies saw Millars' Karri and
Jarrah Company. In the business interests of his father he went to South Africa
and during his 20 years' residence, established the sale of Western Australian
timber in the South African market. He took part in the Jameson Raid, captured
by Kruger's forces, and sentenced to two years' imprisonment, but did not serve
the full time. At the outbreak of the 2nd Anglo-Boer War he was one of the
founders of the Imperial Light Horse (ILH) in Johannesburg…
Major Charles Herbert Mullins VC CMG (1869- 1916) was a South African recipient of the Victoria Cross (VC). He was one of the co-founders of the Imperial
Light Horse (ILH) in Johannesburg. On the 21st October, 1899, at the Battle of
Elandslaagte, Captain Mullins of the ILH earned a VC and was wounded. He
received the VC from King Edward during an investiture at Marlborough House
25th July 1901 and was later promoted to major…

Family

Fitzpatrick married Elizabeth Lilian Cubitt (1870-1923) in
1886. They had four children: Percy (1889-1917), Alan
(1894-1928), Oliver (1897-1927) and Cecily (18991992). He had a most engaging personality and a sunny
and optimistic nature. Unfortunately, his later life was
clouded by a series of personal tragedies. His wife died
in 1923. His eldest son, Major Percy Nugent Fitzpatrick,
was killed on 14th December, 1917 in Beaumetz, France,
during WWI; was a member of the Imperial Light Horse
(ILH), the regiment his father co-founded. His other two
sons died within a week of each other at Christmas
1927: Alan from an accident in Johannesburg and Oliver
from typhoid fever in Mexico. This left him only his
daughter, who married in 1923 to Jack Niven.
The Percy Fitzpatrick ‘Institute of African Ornithology’
was founded at the University of Cape Town in 1959 by
Mrs. Cecily K. Niven, daughter and only surviving child
of Percy Fitzpatrick, for the study of the living birds of
Africa. The Percy Fitzpatrick Award is an award for the
best South African children's book in English and was
initiated in 1970.
Legacies:

He served as one of eight Transvaal representatives in
the National Convention of 1908–9, where four British
Colonies were consolidated into the Union of South Africa. He went on to serve as a member of the Parliament
of the Union of South Africa, and successfully defended
his Pretoria seat in 1906 and 1910.
Sir Percy Fitzpatrick played a great part in the creation of
the Union of South Africa as a delegate from the Transvaal to the National Convention. He acted as liaison
between Generals Botha and Smuts and the Transvaal;
and he and General Hertzog, in private, worked out the
agreement for full language equality, between English
and Afrikaans/Dutch.
During WWI (1914-1918), Sir Percy Fitzpatrick was sent
by General Smuts on a countrywide tour, lecturing on
the reasons and causes of the war. When it ended, he
conceived the idea of the "two minutes silence on Armistice Day", and the suggestion was adopted and
acknowledged by King George V. The establishment of
the ‘National South African War Memorial’ at ‘Delville
Wood’ was the brainchild of Sir Percy Fitzpatrick…
Sir Percy kept wild animals that he brought back to Johannesburg after hunting trips at what now is Zoo Lake.
Some of these animals formed the first stock of the
Johannesburg Zoo. He also helped establish citrus
farming in South Africa. South Africa at one time had
the two largest citrus farms in the world.
Minutes Silence - Armistice Day:

Within two weeks of Cape Town
initiating the ‘period of silence’
on 14th May, 1918, it had spread
throughout the British Commonwealth after a Reuters correspondent cabled a description
through to London. This was
followed by messages from
London stating that the ‘period of silence’ had been
adopted by a few places in England; inspired by what
was already going on in Cape Town. To take things a
step further, an extract from the South African Legion
and ‘Observation Post’, follows to put things into
Cont.
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into perspective:
“…When the first casualty lists recording the horrific loss of

life in the Battles of the Somme were announced in Cape
Town Mr J.A. Eagar, a Cape Town businessman suggested
that the congregation of the church he attended observe a
special silent pause to remember those in the South African
casualty list. It was the church also attended by Sir Percy
Fitzpatrick.
In May 1918, the Mayor of Cape Town, Councillor H. Hands
(later Sir Harry Hands) at the suggestion made by Councillor
Mr. R.R. Brydon, in a letter to the Cape Times, initiated a
period of silence to remember the events unfolding on the
battlefields of Europe and the sacrifices being made there.
Mr Brydon’s son, Major Walter Brydon, three times wounded
and once gassed, was killed on 12th April 1918. The pause
would follow the firing of the Noon Gun, the most audible
signal with which to co-ordinate the event across the city.
The boom of the gun for the midday pause of three minutes
for the first time on 14 May 1918 became the signal for all
activity in the Mother City to come to a halt. Everything came
to a dead stop while everyone bowed their heads in silent
prayer for those in the trenches in Flanders. As soon as the
city fell silent, a trumpeter on the balcony of the Fletcher and
Cartwright's Building on the corner of Adderley and Darling
Streets sounded the Last Post, the melancholy strains of
which reverberated through the city. Reveille was played at
the end of the midday pause. Articles in the newspapers
described how trams, taxis and private vehicles stopped,
pedestrians came to a halt and most men bared their heads.
People stopped what they were doing at their places of work
and sat or stood silently. The result of the Mayor’s appeal
exceeded all expectations. One journalist described a young
woman dressed in black, who came to a halt on the pavement and furtively dabbed at her eyes with a handkerchief.
“One could not but wonder what personal interest she had in
the act of remembrance”, he wrote.
A few days later Sir Harry, whose son, Captain Richard
Hands, a member of ‘Brydon’s Battery’, had been mortally
wounded in the same battle in which Major Brydon had been
killed, decided to shorten the duration of the pause to two
minutes, “in order to better retain its hold on the people”. The
midday pause continued daily in Cape Town and was last
observed on 17 January 1919, but was revived in Cape Town
during the Second World War. It had, however, become a
pause throughout the British Commonwealth from 11 November 1919.
Sir Percy Fitzpatrick, author of the book Jock of the Bushveld,
had been impressed by the period of silence kept in his local
church after the horrific loss of life at Delville Wood became
known and the casualty lists had been read out. He had a
personal interest in the daily remembrance as his son, Maj
Nugent Fitzpatrick, battery commander of 71st Siege Battery,
was killed on 14 December 1917 by a chance shell fired at
long range. Sir Percy was understandably deeply affected…”

Sir Percy Fitzpatrick, so impressed by the period of silence kept in his local church, after the horrific loss of life
at Delville Wood (1916) became known, and the casualty lists had been read out, he decided to do something
about it. In 1919, he made his idea known to Lord
Northcliffe but was disappointed by Lord Northcliffe’s
reaction. He later approached Lord Milner in September/October 1919, who decided to forward Sir Percy
Fitzpatrick’s suggestion to Lord Stamfordham, private
secretary of King George V, on 27th October 1919, who
on 7th November 1919, proclaimed –
"…that at the hour when the Armistice came into force, the

11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, there may be for
the brief space of two minutes a complete suspension of all
our normal activities … so that in perfect stillness, the
thoughts of everyone may be concentrated on reverent
remembrance of the glorious dead…"

Sir Percy Fitzpatrick was duly thanked for his suggestion
of the two-minute silence by Lord Stamfordham, the
King’s Private Secretary –
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Reuters is an international news agency headquartered in London, United
Kingdom…

Dear Sir Percy,
The King, who learns that you are shortly to leave for South
Africa, desires me to assure you that he ever gratefully remembers that the idea of the Two Minute Pause on Armistice
Day was due to your initiation, a suggestion readily adopted
and carried out with heartfelt sympathy throughout the
Empire.
Signed Stamfordham

Delville Wood Memorial:

Following WWI, ‘Delville Wood’, the
area where the ‘Battle of Delville
Wood’ was fought, was purchased
by Sir Percy Fitzpatrick, and presented to South Africa. This was
followed by the standard French policy of repurchasing the land for one Franc and granting
South Africa the land in perpetuity for memorial purposes. The memorial was funded by public subscription.
Among those involved in organising the memorial was
General Henry Lukin, who was appointed Deputy Chair
of the Delville Wood Memorial Committee, in July 1921.
The memorial was unveiled on 10th October 1926, by the
widow of General Louis Botha. Also present were; General J. B. M. Hertzog, then Prime Minister of the Union of
South Africa; Sir Percy Fitzpatrick; Field-Marshal Earl
Haig; and General Henry Lukin's widow. The former
Governor-General of South Africa, and member of the
British Royal Family, Prince Arthur of Connaught was
present.
Representing the British Army was Brigadier General W.
E. C. Tanner. The religious ceremony, which included
the consecration of the nearby cemetery, was jointly
conducted by the Right Reverend Dr Furse, Bishop of St
Albans, and the Reverend Dr. Van de Merwe, Moderator
of the Dutch Reformed Church. Representing the
French Army's Marshal Joffre was General Barbier.
Others present were the Marquis of Crewe (British
Ambassador to France), Leo Amery (Secretary of State
for the Dominions), and the Prefect of the Département
of the Somme. Also present were troops, veterans, and
representatives of the British Legion and other veteran
associations. Over 1,200 people paid their respects at
the unveiling ceremony, and Sir Percy Fitzpatrick read
out a message from Edward, Prince of Wales. Speeches were also made by Earl Haig, General Barbier, and
General Hertzog.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Observation Post, is set up to keep contemporary South African Military
history alive and reveal the truth – because historical “truth” in South Africa is so
often skewed to some or other political agenda…
Cape Town Noon Gun - has been a historic time signal in Cape Town, South
Africa since 1806. It consists of a pair of black powder Dutch naval guns, fired
alternatingly with one serving as a backup. The two Dutch guns were originally
located at the Castle of Good Hope at the Imhoff Battery. When the British
took over the guns were redeployed as signal guns to Lion Battery on Signal Hill.
The Castle then received the latest English 18 pounders…
Alfred Charles William Harmsworth, 1st Viscount Northcliffe (1865-1922) was a
British newspaper and publishing magnate. Owner of the Daily Mail and the
Daily Mirror, he was an early developer of popular journalism…
Alfred Milner, 1st Viscount Milner, KG, GCB, GCMG, PC (1854-1925) was a
British statesman and colonial administrator who played an influential leadership
role in the formulation of foreign and domestic policy between the mid-1890s
and early 1920s. From December 1916 to November 1918, he was one of the
most important members of David Lloyd George's War Cabinet…
Lieutenant-Colonel Arthur John Bigge, 1st Baron Stamfordham, GCB, GCIE,
GCVO, KCSI, KCMG, ISO, PC (1849-1931) was a British Army officer and
courtier. He was Private Secretary to Queen Victoria during the last few years of
her reign, and to George V during most of his reign…
The Delville Wood Memorial is located at the end of a central avenue leading
into Delville Wood from the main entrance east of Longueval, Somme, France…
Field Marshal Douglas Haig, 1st Earl Haig, KT, GCB, OM, GCVO, KCIE (18611928)…
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Pioneer, Politics and Books:

In 1889, Sir Percy Fitzpatrick went to the Witwatersrand
and in 1891 led Lord Randolph Churchill's expedition
through Rhodesia, immortalised in his book entitled
‘Through Mashonaland with Pick and Pen’.
In 1892, he returned to the Witwatersrand as head of
the Intelligence Department of ‘Herman Eckstein and
Company’ (a branch of ‘Wernher Beit of London’), his
office was located in what affectionately became known
as the Corner House.
He was an unofficial member of the Transvaal Legislative Council and served on the Inter-Colonial Council,
which was responsible for the S.A. Railways and was
knighted for these services in 1902. He later became
President of the Chamber of Mines.
In 1907 his most popular work, ‘Jock of the Bushveld’,
largely based on his experience in the Eastern Transvaal, was published. It is a true story by South African
author Sir James Percy Fitzpatrick, of his travels with
his dog, Jock, a Staffordshire Bull Terrier cross, during
the 1880s, when he worked as a storeman, prospector's assistant, journalist and ox-wagon transport-rider
in the Bushveld region of the Transvaal (then the South
African Republic).

In 1915, Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae, a physician
working at a Canadian medical station, north of Ypres;
despite being in a state of exhaustion and having lost a
good friend in the war, was so moved by the site of all
the flowers, he wrote what was probably the most famous poem of WWI, which immortalised the poppy and
has given inspiration to so many:
In Flanders Fields - by John McCrae
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row by row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard among the guns below
We are the dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields
Take up our quarrel with the foe;
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If yea break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields

Red Poppy:
Volunteers have sold red poppies for many years to
raise funds for veterans. Ever wondered how the tradition began? Poppies come in many colours and there
are many different meanings. However, in general, a
poppy means imagination and eternal sleep; probably
because of the opium extracted from them. Then there
is the blood-red colour, to which we equate …
In Greek mythology, Demeter created the poppy so she
could sleep. This was after the loss of her daughter,
Persephone. The twin brothers Hypnos and Thanatos
were depicted with a crown of poppies. The Greeks
were obviously aware that endless sleep, meant death.
In Greco-Roman myths, poppies were used as offerings
to the dead. Throughout history, poppies have been
used as emblems on tombstones to represent eternal
sleep.
The seeds of the flower can remain dormant in the
earth for years, but will blossom spectacularly when the
soil is churned. Beginning in late 1914, the fields of
Northern France and Flanders were churned up by
boots, hooves, and machines during WWI. After all the
bombing and fighting, red poppies appeared by the
thousands, covering those fields of death…
In Flanders Fields:
At the heart of every historical account and the mention
of poppies, Canadian John McCrea pops up. The physician from Guelph, Ontario, immortalised the poppy
when he wrote his 1915 poem ‘In Flanders Fields’
(whilst serving as a CEF artillery officer in Belgium); has
given inspiration to so many.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------Robert Offley Ashburton Crewe-Milnes, 1st Marquis of Crewe, KG, PC, FSA
(1858-1945), known as Lord Houghton (1885-1895) and then Earl of Crewe
(1895-1911). He was a British Liberal politician, statesman and writer and
served as Ambassador to France (1922-1928)…
Corner House (also known as Old Corner House) in the Johannesburg CBD
once the headquarters of one of the largest mining conglomerates; its
unique history led to it being declared a national heritage monument in
1999. The name ‘Corner House’ comes not only from the location of the
building but also from the founder of Rand Mines, namely Hermann Eckstein (eckstein means ‘cornerstone’ in German)…

Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae, MD:

Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae, MD
(1872-1918) was a Canadian poet, physician, surgeon, author and artist. He was
born in McCrae House in Guelph, Ontario
to Lieutenant-Colonel David McCrae and
Janet Simpson Eckford. He was the grandson of Scottish immigrants from Balmaghie,
Kirkcudbrightshire. His sibling, Dr. Thomas
and Geills were also of some note.
In 1893, John McCrae trained as an artilleryman at Tête
-de-Pont barracks, today’s Fort Frontenac, in Kingston,
Ontario. In 1900, McCrae served in South Africa as a
Lieutenant in the Canadian Field Artillery during the 2 nd
Anglo-Boer War (1899 to 1902) and was shocked by
the poor treatment of the sick and injured soldiers.
Upon his return to Canada in 1902, was appointed professor of pathology at the University of Vermont.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------Demeter - in Greek mythology is the sister and consort of Zeus, the king of the
gods…
Persephone – in Greek mythology is the daughter of Zeus and Demeter.
Homer describes her as the formidable, venerable, majestic queen of the
underworld, who carries into effect the curses of men upon the souls of the
dead. She becomes the queen of the underworld through her abduction by
and subsequent marriage to Hades, the god of the dead and the king of the
underworld…
The twins Hypnos and Thantos – in Greek Mythology were the sons of Nyx,
the goddess of night. Hypnos the god of sleep and his twin brother Thanatos god of death…
Cont.
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When Britain declared war on Germany, Canada, as a
Dominion within the British Empire, was at war as well.
McCrae was appointed as Medical Officer and Major of
the 1st Brigade CFA (Canadian Field Artillery). He treated the wounded during the Second Battle of Ypres in
1915. On the 3rd May, 1915, Dr. McCrae presided over
the funeral of his friend and fellow soldier Lieutenant
Alexis Helmer, who had died in the battle. Inspiration for
the poem ‘In Flanders Fields’, which he is most noted for,
was when he observed how quickly the red poppies grew
on the graves of the fallen. He apparently composed ‘In
Flanders Fields’, while sitting in the back of an ambulance.
Lieutenant-Colonel McCrae died of pneumonia in January 1918, during WW1, never really knowing the extent of
the legacy his poem ‘In Flanders Fields’ has left…
McCrae graduated in 1898. He was first a resident house
-officer at Toronto General Hospital, then in 1899 at
Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland.
in 1921, Madam Guérin, a French woman, inspired by
McCrae’s poem ‘In Flanders Fields’, travelled to Britain
and Canada on behalf of the poppy and convinced both
the recently formed British Legion and the Canadian
Great War Veterans Association (a predecessor of the
Royal Canadian Legion) to adopt the poppy as their symbol of remembrance…

Poppy Day and Poppies:
There is much contention about the origin of
the ‘Red Poppy’. Some historians accredit
the Americans, suggesting that back in 1918
an American lady Mrs. Moina Michael, read
John McCrae’s ‘In Flanders Fields’ and was
so moved by it that she came up with an
idea of making and wearing ‘Red Poppies’ on Memorial
Day in the United States of America. This may be true.
However, I believe the perpetuating existence of the
‘Remembrance Poppy Day’ within the British Commonwealth countries (formerly ‘Empire’) should be accredited
to Madam Guérin from France.
She was christened “The Poppy Lady from France” after
being invited to address the American Legion, at its 1920
convention, in Cleveland, Ohio, about her original ‘InterAllied Poppy Day’ idea. Her idea included all WWI Allied
Countries, to use poppies made by French widows and
orphans. Her campaign extended further afield to Canada where on the 4th July 1921, she introduced her ‘InterAllied Poppy Day’ idea to Canadian Great War Veterans’
Association (GWVA), which was duly adopted by the
Canadians two days later, on the 6th July.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Professor Thomas McCrae (1870-1935), John Mcrae’s older brother, became an
assistant resident at Johns Hopkins Hospital in 1895 in Baltimore, Maryland and
was later joined by his brother Dr. John McCrae in 1899. It was at Johns Hopkins Hospital that he Dr. Thomas McCrae became associated with Professor
William Osler (later Sir William Osler, 1st Baronet, FRS FRCP) who was a distinguished medical educator of the time, one of the four founding professors of
Johns Hopkins Hospital. Thomas later became Professor of Medicine at Johns
Hopkins Medical School and close associate of Sir William Osler. Thomas later
became Professor of Medicine at Jefferson Medical College…
Marie Christie Geills McCrae (1878-1933), sister of Thomas and John McCrae,
married James Frederick Kilgour, a justice of the Court of King’s/Queen’s
Bench…
On 15th May 1921, the British Legion was founded as a voice for the ex-service
community, which merged four national organisations of ex-Servicemen that had
established themselves after WWI:
The Comrades of the Great War,
The National Association of Discharged Sailors and Soldiers,

Cont.

The National Federation of Discharged and Demobilized Sailors and Soldiers, and incorporated
The fundraising department of the Officers' Association…
The Canadian Great War Veterans Association (GWVA) was founded in 1917;
the GWVA was Canada's largest and most powerful veterans’ organization until it
merged with other Canadian groups in 1925 to create the BESL (Canadian
Legion) now known as the Royal Canadian Legion or RCL…
Moina Belle Michael (August 15, 1869 – May 10, 1944) was an American professor and humanitarian, who some believed, conceived the idea of using poppies as
a symbol of remembrance for those who served in WWI...
Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, MD (1872-1918) was a Canadian poet, physician, author, artist and soldier. In 1900 McCrae served in South Africa as a lieutenant in the Canadian Field Artillery during the 2nd Anglo-Boer War. At the start
of WWI, John McCrae was appointed as Medical Officer and major of the 1st
Brigade CFA (Canadian Field Artillery), he later set up No. 3 Canadian General
Hospital at Dannes-Camiers near Boulogne-sur-Mer, northern France…
Madame E. Guérin, was born Anna Alix Boulle on 5 February 1878 at Vallon
(Vallon-Pont-d’Arc), France. She was the originator of the Remembrance Poppy
Day. Prior to this, she was a teacher in Madagascar; a lecturer for the Alliance
Française; and a lecturer, fundraiser and humanitarian in the U.S.A., during
WWI…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Madame Guérin took examples of her French-made poppies and presented her ‘Inter-Allied Poppy Day’ idea, to
Field Marshal Douglas Haig and the British Legion,
around August/September 1921. This was the same year
the RCEL was formed in Cape Town. Thus, the ‘Red
Poppy’ entered into the Royal British Legion’s history in
1921. The British Legion adopted her idea. Madame
Guérin’s poppies were distributed on British streets on
11th November 1921; the country’s first ‘Poppy Day’.
However, from 1922 onwards, British veterans made
‘Remembrance Poppies’ at The Poppy Factory and, from
1926, at Lady Haig’s Poppy Factory.
The ‘Royal British Legion’ is a sister organisation of the
‘South African Legion’ and share a common root as
founders of the ‘Royal Commonwealth Ex-Services
League’ (RCEL). The ‘Poppy’ as we know it today became the ‘intellectual property’ of the ‘Legion’ (and is
even copyrighted).
The ‘Poppy’ soon became widely accepted throughout
the allied nations as the flower of remembrance to be
worn on Armistice Day/Remembrance Day. The Austral
ian ‘Returned Soldiers and Sailors Imperial League’ (the
forerunner to the RSL) first sold poppies for Armistice
Day in 1921. The ‘Poppy’ has also become very popular
in wreaths used on ANZAC Day and Boer War Day.
They also adorn the panels of the Memorial's Roll of
Honour, placed beside names as a small personal tribute
to the memory of a particular person, or to any of the
thousands of individuals commemorated at the Australian
War Memorial in Canberra.
Poppy Day:

The first 'Poppy Day' in both the UK and
Canada occurred on 11th November,
1921. The forerunner of the RSL, the
Returned Soldiers and Sailors Imperial
League, adopted the ‘Red Poppy’ as its
symbol of remembrance the same year,
1921, and first sold poppies on Armistice Day, 11 th Nov
-ember, 1921. On 26th September 1921, New Zealand’s
Dominion Executive of the Returned Soldiers' Association passed a resolution to adopt the ‘Red Poppy’ as its
symbol of remembrance…
*** LEST WE FORGET ***
“Until you value yourself, you won’t value your time.
Until you value your time, you will not do anything
with it.” ~ M. Scott Peck
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With French To Kimberley
The Boers were down on Kimberley with siege
and Maxim gun;
The Boers were down on Kimberley, their numbers ten to one!
Faint were the hopes the British had to make the
struggle good -Defenceless in an open plain the Diamond City
stood.
They built them forts with bags of sand, they
fought from roof and wall,
They flashed a message to the south, "Help! or
the town must fall!"
Then down our ranks the order ran to march at
dawn of day,
And French was off to Kimberley to drive the
Boers away.
He made no march along the line; he made no
front attack
Upon those Magersfontein heights that held the
Seaforths back;
But eastward over pathless plains, by open veldt
and vley.
Across the front of Cronje's force his troopers held
their way.
The springbuck, feeding on the flats where
Modder River runs,
Were startled by his horses' hoofs, the rumble of
his guns.
The Dutchman's spies that watched his march
from every rocky wall
Rode back in haste: "He marches East! He threat
ens Jacobsdal!"
Then north he wheeled as wheels a hawk, and
showed to their dismay
That French was off to Kimberley to drive the
Boers away.
His column was five thousand strong -- all mount
ed men -- and guns:
There met, beneath the world-wide flag, the world
-wide Empire's sons;
They came to prove to all the earth that kinship
conquers space,
And those who fight the British Isles must fight
the British race!
From far New Zealand's flax and fern, from cold
Canadian snows,
From Queensland plains, where hot as fire the
summer sunshine glows -And in front the Lancers rode that New South
Wales had sent:
With easy stride across the plain their long, lean
Walers went.
Unknown, untried, those squadrons were, but
proudly out they drew
Beside the English regiments that fought at
Waterloo.
From every coast, from every clime, they met in
proud array
To go with French to Kimberley to drive the Boers
away.
He crossed the Reit and fought his way towards
the Modder bank.
The foemen closed behind his march, and hung
upon the flank.
The long, dry grass was all ablaze (and fierce the
veldt fire runs);

He fought them through a wall of flame that
blazed around the guns!
Then limbered up and drove at speed, though
horses fell and died;
We might not halt for man nor beast on that
wild, daring ride.
Black with the smoke and parched with thirst,
we pressed the livelong day
Our headlong march to Kimberley to drive the
Boers away.
We reached the drift at fall of night, and
camped across the ford.
Next day from all the hills around the Dutch
man's cannon roared.
A narrow pass ran through the hills, with
on either side;
The boldest man might well turn pale before
that pass he tried,
For, if the first attack should fail, then every
hope was gone:
But French looked once, and only once, and
then he said, "Push on!"
The gunners plied their guns amain; the hail of
shrapnel flew;
With rifle fire and lancer charge their squadrons back we threw;
And through the pass between the hills we
swept in furious fray,
And French was through to Kimberley to drive
the Boers away.
Ay, French was through to Kimberley! And ere
the day was done
We saw the Diamond City stand, lit by the
evening sun:
Above the town the heliograph hung like an
eye of flame:
Around the town the foemen camped -- they
knew not that we came;
But soon they saw us, rank on rank; they
heard our squadrons' tread;
In panic fear they left their tents, in hopeless
rout they fled -And French rode into Kimberley; the people
cheered amain,
The women came with tear-stained eyes to
touch his bridle rein,
The starving children lined the streets to raise
a feeble cheer,
The bells rang out a joyous peal to say "Relief
is here!"
Ay! we that saw that stirring march are proud
that we can say
We went with French to Kimberley to drive the
Boers away.
Banjo Paterson CBE
Andrew Barton Paterson
Born - 17 February 1864
"Narrambla", near Orange, New South Wales, Australia
Died - 5 February 1941 (aged 76) Sydney, N S Wales
Paterson became a war correspondent for The Sydney
Morning Herald and The Age during the Second Boer
War, sailing for South Africa in October 1899. His graphic accounts of the relief of Kimberley, surrender
of Bloemfontein (the first correspondent to ride in) and the capture of
Pretoria attracted the attention of the press in Britain. He also was a
correspondent during the Boxer Rebellion, where he met George
"Chinese" Morrison and later wrote about his meeting. He was editor of
the Sydney Evening News (1904–06) and of the Town and Country
Journal (1907–08).
Wikipedia
JJ
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CARVINGS from the VELDT - Part Three
Rifle carvings from the Anglo-Boer War 1899-1902

The book contains all new material - another 346 pages (A4
size) in full glossy colour featuring 338 more rifles, carbines
and handguns - all with the names or initials of Boers and
soldiers (mostly Australians and New Zealanders). Also a
selection of swords, bayonets, bandoliers, ammo, medals and
a large selection of unit badges worn by both sides - British,
Colonial and Boers.
This book is available in both Hard cover and Soft- Card
cover.
Prices:
Hard Cover
=
$89.00
Soft Card Cover =
$69.00
Plus postage: 1 book = $13.00,
2 books = $17.00 (overseas to be advised).
Email: david.george7@bigpond.com
Phone: 02 6676 4320 (9.00 am to 5.00 pm)
When you order, please advise your Postal address and if you require author to sign your copy? Payment: Bank deposit, paypal +
3.4% paypal fee - OR - money order or cheque (for paypal please
use my email address).

www.boerwarriflecarvings.net
Boer War Association Qld
is selling signed copies of
Dave’s books
Part One = $65.00
Part Three = $89.00
(Hard cover) and
(Soft cover) $69.00
We can order the books for
you, and there will be no
postage to pay.

BOER WAR in Memory MEDALLION
$44.50 posted
1. Pay by cheque/money order: Make payable to:
Reserve Forces
Day Council Inc.

Boer War

2. Direct Deposit: Account Name: BSB: 182 512

Reserve Forces Day Council Inc.
Acct No: 9627 59965

Memorial

Please ensure your name is on the deposit and send
me an email with your name, address and details of
the purchase.

Prints
$10.00 each

Major Frank Woodhams OAM ED (Retd)
Reserve Forces Day Council Inc.
3/800 Military Road, Mosman NSW 2088

Quality Australian-made NBWMA Tie
is available for sale
Save postage by buying from
the Treasurer,
Boer War Association Queensland.
(address below)

$25.00 each

(Save $3.00 postage)

Cont.

“Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate,

We were born to make manifest the
glory of God that is within us.

Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond
measure.
It is our light, not our darkness, that frightens us.

It is not just in some of us; it is in
everyone,

We ask ourselves, Who am I to be Brilliant,

And as we let our own light shine,

Gorgeous, Talented, and Fabulous?
Actually, who are you not to be?

we unconsciously give others permission to do the same.

You are a child of God.

As we are liberated from our own fear,

Your playing small does not serve the world.

our presence automatically liberates
others.”

There is nothing enlightened about shrinking

Marianne Williamson

so that other people will not feel insecure around you.
We are all meant to shine, as children do.

JJ

was found
at the
Flame of
Remembrance
on 27th
May, 2018.
Please
contact
address
below
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