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Queensland Chairman’s Report
Welcome to our second Queensland Newsletter of 2018. A lot
has happened since our first.
‘Boer War Day’ Commemoration Service - 2018:
As mentioned in our last Newsletter, the new committee intended to keep with Queensland tradition and hold the ‘Boer
War Day’ Commemoration Service on the 31st of May. Our original plan, and as originally advertised, was to hold this year’s
‘Boer War Day’ Commemoration Service on Thursday 31st May,
2018 at the Boer War Memorial in ANZAC Square, Adelaide
Street side, of ANZAC Square.
Unfortunately, as discovered during our planning process, renovations and refurbishment works are to take place in ANZAC
Square, in the vicinity of, and including the Boer War Memorial.
Work is to commence following the ANZAC Day Parade, 25 th
April, 2018. This meant we had to re-plan the Boer War Commemoration Service, to be held at the Shrine of Remembrance
with Eternal Flame, at the Anne Street end, of ANZAC Square.
Due to further unforeseen circumstances, we have had to reschedule our Commemoration Service .
Therefore, please note: - for those who wish to attend this
year’s Boer War Commemoration Service, it will be held on
Sunday 27th May, 2018 at the Shrine of Remembrance, Ann
Street end of ANZAC Square, Brisbane, at 10.00 hours.
Major General John Hemsley Pearn, AO, RFD (Retired):
At the last committee meeting, with encouragement of various
members of the National Executive, it was agreed to appoint
Major General John Pearn, AO,
RFD (Rtd.), known by many as Professor
Pearn, as Patron of the new Queensland
Association.
A paediatrician, doctor-soldier, adventurer,
author and historian, Major General Professor John Pearn is a legendary character in
medical and defence circles.
Not only is he a renowned Brisbane paediatrician and much-loved mentor to several Major General John Pearn,
generations of Queensland doctors, but the AO, GCStJ, RFD (Retd)
scope of his contributions have extended far
outside the wards of the Children's Hospitals in Brisbane and the
halls of the Medical School at Herston. The generous nature
and quiet determination of this gentleman medico, have taken
him from research in the Arctic to the aftermath of two tsunamis, from war in Vietnam to genocide in Rwanda.
Professor Pearn’s response was very positive. He accepted,
declaring he was very honoured to have been considered.
A biographical synopsis follows as an introduction of Major
General John Pearn, AO, RFD (Rtd); a former Surgeon General
of the Australian Defence Force (ADF)…
on page 2, column 2.
It is an honour and privilege to have Major General John Pearn
as our esteemed Queensland Patron.

Cont.

Onverwacht Commemoration Service – 2018
The 2018 Commemoration Service for the Battle of Onverwacht
Hills, was held on Thursday 1st February. The service was conducted
by the Sherwood/Indooroopilly RSL Sub-branch, at the St Matthews
Cemetery, Sherwood. The service was a moving tribute to the 116 th
anniversary of the battle of the Onverwacht
Hills, in which 11 Queenslanders were killed.
As part of the service, Corinda State High
School student, Anh-Thu Tran, was presented
with the Onverwacht Essay Medallion, by Lieutenant Tony Mahoney from the 2nd/ 14th Lighthorse Regiment.
Anh-Thu Tran and
The messages between Hoërskool Ermelo (Ermelo
Lieut. Tony Mahoney
High School is an Afrikaans Medium School), South Africa and

Corinda State High School, were read by
Amelia Richardson from Corinda State High
School. The guest speaker was Lieutenant
Tony Mahoney from the 2nd/14th Light Horse
Regiment. The response was delivered by
Amelia Richardson
Glenn Mostyn, president of the SherwoodIndooroopilly RSL Sub
-branch.
The ceremony was
well represented by
the community; honoured and graced by
the presence of: GraShaun Winson - Chairman SAMVOA ham Perrett, MP for Moreton, Jessica Pugh,
and Michael O’Connor MMM MP for Mt Ommaney, and Nicole Johnston,
(SAMVOA Liaison Officer).
Background Lt. Col. (Retd) Miles
Councillor for Tennyson Ward. Members
Farmer, OAM (former CO of 2/14
of the current
NBWMA (Qld) Committee, as well as many of
the ex-NBWMA (Qld) committee attended.
Shaun Winson, the SAMVOA (South African Military Veterans Organisation of Australasia), Chairman of Queensland and Northern Territory,
Clive Cook - President Rhodesian
attended representing SAMVOA. Shaun, accompaVeterans Assoc. (Qld).
- Shaun Winson and
nied by Michael O’Connor MMM, laid a wreath Background
Mike O’Connor MMM.
on behalf of SAMVOA. Clive Cook, President of
the Rhodesian Veterans Association (Qld), also attended and laid a
wreath representing the Rhodesians.
South Africans and Rhodesians played a large role in the 2nd Anglo-Boer
War (1899-1902).
Following the benediction by Father Geoff
Reeder, the service concluded with the national
anthem. All those present, were then invited
Gordon Bold - Chairman NBWMA back to the Sub-branch where a light lunch
(Qld) and Pierre van Blommestein was provided.
Secretary NBWMA (Qld).
Photos: Hayley Goss & Mick O’Mallon

Correspondence and Donations to: - The Treasurer, Boer War Memorial Association, c/o P. O. Box 1215, Oxley, Qld. 4075

Future Boer War Commemoration Services:
1st

On the
of February, following the Battle of Onverwacht Hills
Commemoration Service, the committee met for a scheduled
meeting. It was at this meeting, a request by previous committee members was tabled. The request was for a change from
previous Queensland tradition, holding the Boer War Commemoration Service on the day (31st May), to a weekend. This
request was based on the success of last year‟s Boer War
Commemoration Service, held on Sunday 28th of May, 2017.
Tradition was broken last year (2017), because many/most of
the NBWMA (QLD) members were attending the Boer War Memorial Inauguration Service, in Canberra on the 31st of May.
Attendance at the Brisbane Sunday Commemoration Service
was greater than previous years, due to the service being held
on the weekend, especially Sunday.
Naturally, like all decisions, there will be those opposed with
tradition, and logistics being the main points of contention.
However, in essence for every point of contention there are
more arguments for - attendance being a major objective.
Therefore, on these grounds, the committee made the decision to hold all future Boer War Commemoration Services, on
the last Sunday of May.
Seminar: This year‟s seminar scheduled for 22nd September,
2018, at Sherwood-Indooroopilly RSL (1:00 pm – 5:00 pm),
the theme is to be “The Good, The Bad and The Ugly” of the
Boer War. We are still sourcing speakers. If anybody is interested in talking on one or more of the three categories
suggested, please get in touch with the committee.
Our planned schedule for the rest of the year is as follows:








Committee Meeting – 3rd May 2018 at Sherwood
Indooroopilly RSL Sub-Branch.
Boer War Memorial Service Brisbane ANZAC Square –
27th May 2018 at 10:00 am.
Committee Meeting to follow the Memorial Service in
Brisbane – 27th May 2018.
Committee Meeting - August 2018 (date yet to be
determined) at Sherwood-Indooroopilly RSL.
Seminar – 22nd September Sherwood-Indooroopilly
RSL at 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm, including refreshments.
Committee Meeting - October/November (date yet to
be determined).

Gordon Bold
Queensland Chairman

Onverwacht

Major General John Hemsley Pearn, AO, RFD (Retired):
Professor Pearn was born in Brisbane in 1940, educated at Brisbane Grammar School and the University of Queensland. At the
age of 25, he enlisted as a Captain (Regimental Medical Officer) in
No. 1 Casualty Clearing Station in Brisbane, during which time he
saw active service on three occasions, including his first position as
Resident Medical Officer to the Pacific Island Regiments (2nd
Battalion) in 1966. He subsequently served in Vietnam as the Consultant Physician to the Australian and New Zealand Forces, based
at 1st Australian Field Hospital in Vung Tau. His Army Reserve
career included commanding No. 2 Field Hospital (1979-1982) in
Brisbane, as well as numerous other senior military staff and training postings.
He served as the Resuscitationist and Consultant Physician as part
of the Forward Surgical Team of the Australian Medical Support Force, during the Rwandan genocide emergency, as part of
the United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR II).
He studied, worked and served in the United Kingdom with the
British Parachute Regiment (4 Para), and has worked for the World
Health Organisation and UNESCO. He also served for 18 years as
Patron of the Australian Peacekeeper & Peacemaker Veterans
Association.
In civilian life, Emeritus Professor John Pearn AO, RFD, MD, PhD,
DSc, M Phil, FRHSQ, FFAHS is the Senior Paediatrician at the Lady
Cilento Children’s Hospital and the Patron of The Wesley and St
Andrew’s Medical Research Institute. He is also the National
Medical Advisor for The Royal Life Saving Society.
For many years he served as Professor of Paediatrics and Child
Health at the University of Queensland and the Royal Brisbane
Women and Children’s Hospital. His research publications in international literature have contributed to child safety and welfare,
clinical genetics, neuromuscular disease and medical ethics.
Professor Pearn retired as Deputy Head within the Graduate
School of Medicine, University of Queensland, and Consultant
Physician to the Royal Women's Hospital in Brisbane and Professor
of Paediatrics and Child Health based at the Royal Children's
Hospital in Brisbane. He established the first hospital-based
human genetics clinics in Queensland at the Royal Children's Hospital and the Royal Women's Hospital in 1974. Professor Pearn
holds triple higher Doctorates in Medicine, Science and Philosophy and has published prolifically.
John Pearn is a keen historian, the author of some 60 books and
booklets; and some 100 book chapters on clinical medicine and
the history of medicine - including a recent publication entitled ‘Military Medicine, Queensland and the Anglo-Boer War.’ He has
been presented with more than forty awards, academic medals,
campaign medals and service decorations, including AO (Officer of
the Order of Australia), GCStJ (Bailiff Grand Cross of the Order of
St. John) and a Centenary Medal for services to the Australian
nation.
Promoted to Major General in 1998, he was appointed as the Australian Surgeon General, a tri-Service appointment within the ADF,
in which he served from 1998-2000. He retired as the Surgeon
General in early 2001. He subsequently served as Honorary
Colonel of the Queensland University Regiment. He was appointed National President of the Scout Association of Australia in
June 2013.
It is an honour and privilege to have Major General John
Pearn as our esteemed Queensland Patron.

“Looking up has brought us to where we are. Let’s look up, again,
and remember, as we do, to never stop.”
Stephen Hawking
Correspondence and Donations to: - The Treasurer, Boer War Memorial Association, c/o P. O. Box 1215, Oxley, Qld. 4075
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Daniël Johannes Stephanus ‘Danie’ Theron
Hero of the Anglo Boer War
Cont. Part 2

Battle of Congella, First Anglo-Boer War, Jameson Raid and
the Second Anglo-Boer War:


Gordon Bold

Marksmanship and equipment

Cont:

One must remember, all Boers hunted from a very young
age; boys were sent into the veldt and told to come back
with a small antelope or stay there until they did. Boer
marksmanship was the result of pure basics: shooting
skills learned from waiting in ambush for antelope to
appear; stalking antelope; correct breathing and trigger
control; years of practice; and knowing one‟s rifle and its
capabilities.

It was only due to the heroic, 10 day, 960 kilometres
ride on horseback, through the wilderness and the
fording of 120 rivers to arrive at Grahamstown, by
Dick King to convey a request from Captain Smith
for immediate reinforcements, that led to the lifting
of the siege of Port Natal and the eventual annexing
of the Natalia Republic to becoming the British
Colony of Natal…

Therefore, during a lifetime of hunting, it was natural for
Boers to take a lead on a running game such as antelope,
gazelle, wildebeest and the lists goes on, thus developing
the skill to accurately and consistently judge the speed of
their target. Boers could expertly judge the terrain, environment, wind conditions, as well as distance and thus compensate for bullet drift and drop. The prevailing conditions
in the African veldt vary widely, and to those who had not
grown up in the region, and can be extremely confusing,
especially when trying to judge distance. Only an experienced marksman, thoroughly familiar with the conditions
and constant practice from years of hunting on the veldt,
could put a bullet on target. Boers lived and breathed the
veldt.



The Boers also generally used the German Mauser; reliable, solid bolt action, 5-round magazine for rapid fire,
considered the finest rifle in the world of its era.

Guerrilla Warfare:

The Kommando was not restricted to a certain size. It
could be anything from platoon up to regiment or even brigade size. The size generally depended on task (therefore
a truly „task force‟ concept) and the commander‟s rank usually reflected the size of the Kommando. Rank and size
might often be mismatched, for example; General Jan
Smuts commanded only 200-500 men in some of his raids
into the Cape colony.
These guerrilla tactics, which the Boers became increasingly proficient at, were continued in the Boer conflicts
against British expansion and aggression, for example the
Cont.

The First Anglo-Boer War (1880-1881). The first
shots of the First Boer War were fired when the
Boers laid siege to the British garrison fort at
Potchefstroom. During the war, the British garrison
in the following towns were also besieged; Pretoria,
Lydenburg, Marabastad, Rustenburg, Standerton
and Wakkerstroom. Boer commandos were able to
use superior marksmanship, field-craft, camouflage
and mobility to expel an occupying British force
(poorly trained in marksmanship, wearing red uniforms and unmounted) from the Transvaal.
General Colley was plagued by defeat throughout
the war and although he would receive his reinforcements, his men were seriously demoralised by the
string of defeats, such as the Battles of Laing's Nek
(28 January 1881), Ingogo River (also known as the
Battle of Schuinshoogte - 8 February 1881) and the
rout at Majuba (Amajuba) Hill (27 February 1881).
These battles were the result of Colley's attempts to
relieve the besieged forts. The British Forces were
soundly defeated at the Battle of Majuba Hill resulting in the signing of an armistice and then peace
treaty…

During the „Great Trek‟, conflicts with Southern African peoples such as the Xhosa, Zulu and later the Matabele caused
the Boers to retain the commando system despite being
free of VOC or British colonial laws. Also, the word became
used to describe any armed raid. During this period, the
Boers also developed guerrilla techniques, for use against
numerically superior but less mobile bands of natives, such
as the Zulu who fought in large complex formations.
The basic Boer Commando (Kommando) combat formation,
was composed of Boer soldiers numbering from as little as
a dozen to several hundred. Each area or district had its
own Kommando, and obviously, the size of the area was
related to the population of the area or towns and its responsibilities. Their function was initially to protect the
area, people and assets against raiding natives. The name
of the Kommando was usually taken from the largest town
in the area. Every burger (citizen) between the age of 16
and 60 was on standby with immediate notice to be ready
for assembly and deployment within a few hours. The callup message was usually delivered by a despatch rider to
listed people, and then each one notified another few on
their list and so on.

The Siege of Port Natal (now Durban) in 1842 (often
referred to by some as the first Boer War) when the
Boer forces of the Boer Republic of Natalia (Natalia
Republic), under General Andries Pretorius, laid
siege on the British garrison at Port Natal, after Captain Smith arrived and settled in Port Natal on 4 May
1842, setting it up as a British garrison. The British
attacked the well-defended village of
„Kongela‟ (Congella), which became known as the
„Battle of Congella‟, where the British suffered heavy
casualties and the loss of their artillery.



The Jameson Raid of 1895 can be considered the
forerunner to what became known as the Second
Anglo-Boer War (1889-1902). A plan was hatched
by the Cape Prime Minister, Cecil John Rhodes and
Johannesburg gold magnate Alfred Beit to take
Johannesburg, in an attempt to end the control of
the Transvaal Republic government. A column of
600 armed British South Africa Police (BSAP) mainly
made up of his Rhodesian and Bechuanaland
policemen) was led by Dr. Leander Starr Jameson
(the Administrator in Rhodesia of the British South
Africa Company of which Cecil Rhodes was the chairman) over the border from Bechuanaland towards
Johannesburg. The column was equipped with
Maxim machine guns, and some artillery pieces.

The plan was to make a three-day dash to Johannesburg
before the Boer commandos could mobilise, and once
there, trigger an uprising by the primarily British expatriate
workers (uitlanders) organised by the Reform Committee.
However, the Transvaal authorities had advance warning of
the Jameson Raid and tracked it from the moment it
crossed the border.
To be Cont..

Correspondence and Donations to: - The Treasurer, Boer War Memorial Association, c/o P. O. Box 1215, Oxley, Qld. 4075
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After a brief skirmish in which the column lost 65, killed
and wounded, the Boers lost but one man. Jameson’s
men surrendered and were arrested by the Boers. The
botched raid resulted in repercussions throughout
southern Africa and in Europe. In Rhodesia, the departure of so many policemen enabled the Matabele and
Mashona tribes to rise up against the British South
Africa Company and the Second Matabele War, was suppressed at great cost. A few days after the raid, the
German Kaiser sent a telegram to Paul Kruger congratulating President Kruger and the government of the South
African Republic (Transvaal Republic) on their success.
When text of this telegram was disclosed in the British
press, it generated a storm of anti-German feeling…


The Second Anglo-Boer War (1899-1902). The British
war effort was supported by troops from several regions
of the British Empire, Southern African colonies (Cape
Colony, Natal and the British South Africa Company
(BSAC) Colony of Rhodesia), the Australian colonies
(Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Western Australia and Tasmania), Canada, Newfoundland, British India, and New Zealand. The war
ended in victory for the British and the annexation of
both republics.
Initially, the British were being given a hiding by the
Boers, one just needs to consider the Sieges of Ladysmith, Mafeking and Kimberley, plus what became
known as ‘Black Week’ for the British, where the British
in their attempt to relieve Ladysmith, were mauled by
the Boers. The British Army suffered three devastating
defeats by the Boer Republics at the battles of Stormberg, Magersfontein and Colenso, with heavy casualties;
2,776 men killed, wounded and captured.





The Siege of Kimberley - Boer Commandos, initially
under the leadership of Commandant (LieutenantColonel) Cornelius Wessels besieged Kimberley. In January 1900, the local Boer command passed from Commandant Wessels to General Ignatius Ferreira. Since
most of the resources in the garrison were owned by De
Beers, Rhodes inevitably became an important factor in
the defence organised by Colonel Robert Kekewich.
The garrison at Kimberley consisted of Loyal North
Lancashire Regiment, Royal Engineers, Cape Police,
Kimberley Light Horse and irregular troops. The first
attempt at relief of Kimberley under Lord Methuen was
stopped at the battles of Modder River and Magersfontein. After a 124-day siege, Kimberley was finally
relieved on 15 February 1900 by a cavalry division under
Lieutenant-General John French.
The Siege of Mafeking - Boer Commandos under the
command of Commandant-General Piet Cronjé besieged Mafeking. General J.P. Snyman, Piet Cronjé’s
second in command, took command of the siege when
Commandant-General Piet Cronjé moved on to conduct
other guerrilla/commando operations. CommandantGeneral Piet Cronjé subsequently defeated the British
forces under Lieutenant General Lord Methuen, who
were advancing north to relieve Kimberley, at the Battle
of Magersfontein.
The Siege of Mafeking turned the British commander,
Colonel Robert Baden-Powell, into a national hero.

During the siege, the Mafeking Cadet Corps of boys
below fighting age stood guard, carried messages, assisted in hospitals, and so on, freeing men to fight. BadenPowell did not form the Cadet Corps himself, they were
formed by Lord Edward Cecil shortly before the 217 day
Siege of Mafeking. Baden-Powell was sufficiently impressed with both their courage and the composure with
which they performed their tasks. It is believed the
Mafeking Cadets is one of the inspirations for the Boy
Scouts. Baden-Powell, founder of the International
Scouting movement, used the Mafeking Cadets as an
object lesson in the first chapter of Scouting for Boys.
The Mafeking forces comprised the Protectorate Regiment, Bechuanaland Rifles, Cape Police, local Militia and
even though it was supposed to be a "white man's war,"
the British garrison had Africans nicknamed the ‘Black
Watch’.
After the battles of Talana Hill and Elandslaagte, Lieutenant-General George White deployed his troops to defend
the garrison town of Ladysmith, as several Boer columns
were advancing to Ladysmith under CommandantGeneral Petrus Jacobus Joubert (Piet Joubert) with the
intention of taking or besieging Ladysmith. The Battle of
Ladysmith followed: one of the early engagements of the
Second Anglo-Boer War, in which the British were driven
back into the town having lost 1,200 men killed,
wounded or captured. The Boers proceeded to surround
Ladysmith and cut the railway link to Durban. MajorGeneral French and his Chief of Staff, Major Douglas Haig
escaped on the last train to leave, which was riddled with
bullets. General George White’s forces remained in the
garrison town of Ladysmith. Ladysmith was subsequently
besieged for 118 days. General White knew that large
reinforcements were arriving and could communicate
with British units south of the Tugela River by searchlight
and heliograph. He expected relief soon. Meanwhile, his
troops carried out several raids and sorties to sabotage
Boer artillery.
On Christmas Day 1899, the Boers fired a carrier shell
into Ladysmith, which contained a Christmas pudding,
two Union Flags and the message: "compliments of the
season".
The shell is still kept in the museum at Ladysmith.
To be continued in the next issue
References: Major-General Sir George Pomeroy Colley KCSI CB CMG, was born 1st Nov
-ember 1835 and died 27th February 1881 at the Battle of Majuba Hill. He was
a British Army officer who became Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Natal
and High Commissioner for South Eastern Africa…
The British South Africa Police (BSAP) was, for most of its existence, the
police force of Rhodesia (renamed Zimbabwe in 1980). It was formed as a
paramilitary force of mounted infantrymen in 1889 by Cecil Rhodes' British
South Africa Company. As a paramilitary unit, the BSAP fought in the First
Matabele War, Second Matabele War, First Anglo-Boer War, Jameson Raid,
Second Anglo-Boer War, WWI (Tanganyika), WWII and the Rhodesian Bush
War. The BSAP retained its title and its position as the senior regiment of the
Southern Rhodesian armed forces until 1980…
Lieutenant General Robert Stephenson Smyth Baden-Powell, 1st Baron Baden
-Powell, OM GCMG GCVO KCB DL, also known as Lord Baden-Powell, was a
Lieutenant-General in the British Army, writer, founder of the Scout Movement
and first Chief Scout of The Boy Scouts Association…
Lord Edward Herbert Gascoyne-Cecil KCMG DSO, a distinguished and highly
decorated English soldier, was the fourth son of Robert Gascoyne-Cecil, 3rd
Marquis of Salisbury. He was Lord Baden-Powell’s Chief Staff Officer during
the siege of Mafeking…

Cont.
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Brigadier General John Robinson Royston,
CMG, DSO - “Galloping Jack”
Hero of Anglo Boer War and WW I
Gordon Bold
Part 2 Cont.
West Australian Mounted Infantry:
Royston once stated, “… the principal thread of my military
career …,” as being his leadership of Australian troops, which
began in April 1901 when still a captain (brevet major, soon to
be elevated to full Major); he took command of the 5th and
6thcontingents of the Western Australian Mounted Infantry.


The 5th Western Australian Mounted Infantry were dispatched to South Africa on the 6th March 1901 on board
‘Devon,’ and served in South Africa from April 1901 to
April 1902. Their commanding officer was Captain H. F.
Darling. They were amalgamated with the 6th WA
Mounted Infantry, 17th May, 1902 under the command
of Major ‘Jack’ Royston. During their tour of duty they
received the following decorations; two DSOs (A. J. B.
Brown, E. S. Clifford), one DCM (J. G. Dale).



The 6th Western Australian Mounted Infantry were dispatched to South Africa on the 10th April 1901 on board
‘Ulstermore,’ and served in South Africa from May 1901
to April 1902. Their commanding officer was Captain J.
Campbell. They were amalgamated with the 5th WA
Mounted Infantry, 17th May 1902 under the command
of Major ‘Jack’ Royston. During their tour of duty, they
received the following decorations; one VC (F. W. Bell for
rescuing comrade 16 May 1901), two DSOs (P. J. Daly,
H. B. McCormack), one DCM (A. P. Abbott).

On the 16th May, the 5th and 6th Western Australian Mounted
Infantry received their baptism of fire when they had to fight
their way out of Boer trap near Brakpan. Over the year, their
‘tour of duty’, they saw action in the Eastern Transvaal, Natal
and Orange Free State.
It was during this period, especially for the capture of Boer
laagers in the Ermelo district, Royston was awarded the Distinguished Service Order (DSO) on 28th January 1902. A year later,
he was awarded the Companion of the Order of St Michael and
St George (CMG): honours which he attributed to the 'courage
and soldierly qualities' of his troops.
After the Boer War, Major ‘Jack’ Royston, was made an honorary Lieutenant-Colonel of the British Army and led the South
African contingent to the coronation of Edward VII in 1902. On
the 15th April 1903, he married Lillian Earle Heugh; they had a
son and a daughter.
In 1904 he was made brevet Lieutenant-Colonel of the Border
Mounted Rifles. Many Australians, who had stayed in South
Africa after the war, became members of the BMR. By 1906
Royston had settled at Kingston (Mount Romani, today known
as Royston Hall), a cliff-top mansion near Port Shepstone,
Natal (KwaZulu-Natal).

Royston Horse:
At the outbreak of the Bambatha Rebellion, a Zulu revolt
against British rule and taxation in Natal, South Africa, in 1906;
‘Jack’ Royston raised Royston's Horse, composed mostly of
Australians. The revolt was led by Bambatha kaMancinza
(c.1860–1906), leader of the Zondi (amaZondi) tribe/clan of
the Zulu (amaZulu) people, who lived in the Mpanza Valley, a
district near Greytown, Natal (now KwaZulu-Natal). This rebellion is sometimes referred to as the 2nd Zulu War.
At the outbreak of World War I in 1914, he was authorised to
recruit a Regiment to be known as the Natal Light Horse, which
was predominantly Australian.
He led them successfully
against pro-German rebels, many of them being Boers (ex-Boer
War Commandos of what became known as the ‘Maritz Rebellion’, also known as the ‘Boer revolt’, or ‘Third Boer’) and
German troops in an attempt to invade South Africa, before
pursuing the campaign in German South-West Africa (later
South-West Africa and today Namibia). In 1915 he was on the
Staff of General McKenzie in the German South West Africa
(SWA) campaign, when the South African UDF (Union Defence
Force) invaded and defeated the Germans in SWA (July 1915).
He was later appointed OC 9th Mounted Brigade.
After the surrender of the German forces in South-West Africa,
he recruited a new regiment of Royston's Horse and took it to
England. He was persuaded to relinquish command and, on
Lord Kitchener's orders, travelled to Egypt where LieutenantGeneral Sir William Birdwood was to give him 'the first available Australian command'.
Subsequently, he was temporarily appointed Colonel of the
12th Light Horse Regiment, Australian Imperial Force, on 22nd
February 1916. Colonel ‘Jack’ Royston won the immediate
affection and respect of his men, becoming a Light Horse
legend at the battle of Romani on 4-5th August 1916. He was
promoted to Brigadier-General and temporarily commanded
the Australian 2nd Light Horse Brigade. The Battle of Romani,
near the Egyptian town of Romani, was the last ground attack
of the Central Powers on the Suez Canal; the beginning of the
Sinai and Palestine Campaign. Following the British victory at
the battle of Romani, the Australian 1st Light Horse Brigade was
also put under his command for the Bir el Abd Operation and
on 9th August he took command of the Australian 3rd Light
Horse Brigade, leading them in the Sinai and Palestine campaign against the Ottoman Empire until October 1917.
He later returned to South Africa having been relieved of his
command due to medical reasons…

‘Galloping Jack’:
As legend has it, there are numerous occasions and accounts
of how and why the Australians gave ‘Jack’ Royston the nickname ‘Galloping Jack’:


Apparently at the Battle of Romani, he rode up and
down the lines calling; “No surrender, Men” and was
thus subsequently nicknamed ‘Galloping Jack’.



Whilst in temporary command of the 2nd Light Horse
Brigade, the 'massively built' 56-year-old Royston
galloped around the battlefield with astounding
energy and courage, reputedly riding fourteen horses
to a standstill.



Under heavy attack from the Turks, he apparently
rode back and forth between various sectors of his
lines where his troops were encouraging them to continue the fight; “we have the Turks on the run”,
‘Galloping Jack’ was at it again.

At the coronation in 1911 of George V, Royston was special
aide-de-camp to Lord Kitchener.
Remember their story - these men ‘Fathers of ANZAC’; these
gentle ‘old men’, who lost their youth in those dreadful years
of war where one was constantly confronted ‘eye-to-eye’ with
destruction and death, which was never far away, often just
around the next corner …
Cont.
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The various battles leading to Beersheba is where he
apparently rode seven horses to a standstill.

Whatever the reason, ‘Galloping Jack’ seemed to live up to the
nickname the Australians gave him. His nickname, 'Galloping
Jack', would stick. For example, late in the first day's battle of
Romani a bullet lodged in Brigadier-General Royston’s calf.
Ordered by Major General (Sir) Harry Chauvel to have the
wound treated, he apparently galloped off before the dressing
was completed, trailing strips of bandage. On the second day of
battle, Major General (Sir) Harry Chauvel ordered him to hospital. Again Royston left within a few hours and the bullet
stayed in his leg until his death.
According to legend, at the Battle of Magdhaba, Galloping Jack
once again lived up to his nickname by confronting a group of
Turkish soldiers who surrendered to this rather ferocious
'massively built' man apparently fiercely shaking a riding cane
and ordering them in Zulu to “enhlabezandla!” This literally
translates to “up of the hands!” meaning simply “hands up!”
He became a highly respected leader of the Australian forces
under his command in the Middle East, particularly in Gaza. The
Australian Light Horse loved him, as they loved no Australianborn officer. Writing of him, the men who knew him best
produced strings of flattering and sometimes contradictory
adjectives.
Perhaps Major ‘Banjo’ Paterson came closest with his summing
up that Royston was ‘by instinct a bandit chief and by temperament a hero’. As well, the man was vivid, generous, warm, and
impatient of protocol, careless of detail, single-minded, impetuous and stubborn. He was the stuff that military triumphs and
disasters are made of. Fate, and perhaps his beloved Australians, spared him the disasters.
After leading the 3rd Light Horse Brigade in the 1st and 2nd
battles of Gaza, Brigadier-General Royston unexpectedly left the
Light Horse in October 1917 on the eve of the Beersheba operations. According to the official history, his departure was ‘for
urgent personal business’. Royston told his biographer simply
that he was ordered back to London. However, according to
Major A. B. ‘Banjo’ Paterson, ‘Jack’ Royston had deliberately
inhaled poison gas so that he could be sure of recognising its
presence in battle and stated; “The result was that I found him
in a hospital, a badly shaken man, passing green urine, and
ordered away for a long leave”.
Other sources confirm this story and Brigadier-General ‘Jack’
Royston was persuaded to return to South Africa from London,
‘a very sick man, and broken-hearted at having to leave his command’ and he was shipped off to head up the Zulu contingent
manning various ordnance sections. He was also highly respected by his Zulu forces, who nicknamed him ‘Zithulili’ meaning
the ‘tranquil one’.

Withdrawal to Civilian life:
After the war he continued raising horses, sheep and cattle and
cropping on his many Natal properties. Sadly Lillian his first wife
died around 1926.
In 1934, when the 8th Light Horse Regiment invited him to
Australia for the Victorian centenary and the dedication of Melbourne's Shrine of Remembrance, he received a hero's welcome
in four States.
In 1935 at the age of 75, Brigadier-General Royston announced
his intention to offer his services to the Emperor of Abyssinia to
raise a brigade and 'take part in the struggle of this unjust war.'
Cont.

‘Galloping Jack’ Royston attended three coronations as a South
African representative. In 1937 he led the South African contingent to the coronation of George VI. It is said that he met
Mildred Wright (born in East Ashford, Kent), his second wife,
during this visit. It is believed she had been a Novice Nun who
declined taking her final vows and married ‘Jack’ Royston in
about 1938 after which they returned Natal to take up residence at ‘Mount Romani’ – as Kingston was then known (today
known as Royston Hall).
In Durban on 25th April 1942, at the age of 82 years, BrigadierGeneral John Robinson Royston, CMG, DSO (also known as
‘Jack’, ‘John Bull’ and ‘Galloping Jack’) passed away, survived
by his two children and his second wife who wrote that 'he
loved his Australians to the last'. According to his wish to stay
near his beloved Mildred to ‘protect’ her even in death, he was
buried on the property, some 20 paces from the front door.
Mildred lived alone at ‘Mount Romani’ and is said to have
created a shrine in memory of her late husband by displaying
his many War Memorabilia in the house.
Remarkably, the only decoration received by
Royston during his Light Horse service was the
Russian Order of Saint Stanislaus (Imperial
House of Romanov) 3rd class, with swords.
Sadly some years later, Mildred Royston was
murdered by the much-admired gardener.
*******************************************
The Order of Saint Stanislaus (Imperial House of Romanov) is a
Russian dynastic order of knighthood founded as Order of the Knights
of Saint Stanislaus, Bishop and Martyr in 1765 by King Stanisław
August Poniatowski of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. In 1831
after the downfall of the November Uprising, the order was in about
1978 the remains of Brigadier-General John Robinson Royston, CMG,
DSO were removed and re-interred at ‘Heroes Acre’ in Durban…
incorporated into the Chapter of Russian Orders as part of the honours system of the Russian Empire by Emperor Nicholas I of Russia.
After the partition of Poland it was renewed in the Duchy of Warsaw
in 1807. The order, originally in a single class, was divided into four
classes; the right of hereditary nobility was awarded only with the 1st
class. In 1855 the symbol of crossed swords was added to Military
awards of the order…
Colonel William Royston (1854-1900), was born in Manchester, England, on
10th March 1854. He arrived in Natal with his family in 1861; after the completion of his schooling at College, he joined the Natal Carbineers (NC) as a
teenager aged 18, in 1872. He ascended from trumpeter in the Natal Carbineers, to command the regiment in the Zulu War, for which he received
medal and clasp. He served in the Langalibalele Rebellion of 1873. During the
Anglo-Zulu War of 1879, William Royston commanded a corps near Isandlwana. The Natal Carbineers participated in the invasion of Zululand in January
1879 and, on 22nd January, 23 members of the Regiment perished in the
famous battle at Isandlwana. The unit was subsequently relegated to garrison
duties at Landman's Drift on the uMzinyathi/Buffalo River. A year later he was
appointed OC of the Natal Carbineers, retaining the command from 1881.
In 1881, he commanded the escort of Sir Bartle Frere, High Commissioner, on
his visit to the Transvaal. In 1889, he was appointed adjutant of Volunteers,
and in 1897, he despatched to England the Diamond Jubilee Contingent. On 1st
January 1898, Colonel Royston became Commandant of Natal Volunteers. He
managed to survive the siege of Ladysmith, apparently one bullet narrowly
missed him passing under his arm.
At Ladysmith, he held the post of defence from Caesar’s Camp, across the flat,
to the railway line; and his conduct in the attack of the 6th January 1900, won
the admiration of the GOC Lieutenant-General Sir George White (l Field Marshal Sir George Stuart White VC, GCB, OM, GCSI, GCMG, GCIE, GCVO) who
placed two batteries in his command. He and his Chief-of-Staff Major-General
Sir Archibald Hunter (General Sir Archibald Hunter GCB GCVO DSO) alike were
indefatigable, ever cheerful, never tired, an inspiration and example to rank
and file; and together, Colonial and Imperial, they planned and led the notable
night capture of the guns at Gun Hill on the 18th December 1899, of which
Colonel William Royston was very much a part of as he led the attack on Gun
Hill, and was mentioned in despatches several times.
Unfortunately Colonel Royston contracted fever during the siege and died in
Pietermaritzburg on 6th April 1900. He received a memorable funeral in the
Military Cemetery, Fort Napier.
It has been said the death of this gallant officer was one of the severest losses
Natal had sustained. For 20 years Colonel Royston was held in esteem and
affection. His ability in administration was equal to his capacity in
Cont.
Cont
Cont.
Cont
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command. He was extremely well versed in detail and exceptionally competent concerning artillery, infantry and cavalry. He was the inventor of the
Royston revolving target, the combined bandolier and cross-belt and a useful
gun-bucket, which the military much-admired and adopted. He was a marksman and encouraged shooting. Under his watchful eye the volunteer system
was made ready for war…
Maritz Rebellion (1914-1915), also known as the Boer Revolt, Afrikaner Rebellion, or Third Boer War, occurred in South Africa in 1914 at the start of
WWI, in which men who supported the re-creation of the Boer Republics rose
up against the government of the Union of South Africa. Lieutenant-Colonel
Manie Maritz also known as Gerrit Maritz, was a Boer General during the
Second Anglo-Boer War and a leading figure of the Maritz Rebellion (Third
Boer War) joined Germany. Maritz was a commissioned German General,
wore the uniform of a German General and commanded various German
officers and non-commissioned officers of the German Army…
The Union of South Africa was formed in 1910, consisting of the Transvaal,
Orange Free State, Cape and Natal. In the interim since the Second Anglo-Boer
War, an Imperial Garrison provided defence for South Africa. The UDF (Union
Defence Force) was established in 1912. Regarding the situation the Union of
South Africa found itself in at the beginning of WWI, Prime Minister of the
Union, General Louis Botha, informed London that South Africa could defend
itself with the newly formed UDF, and that the Imperial Garrison might depart
for France; when the British government asked Botha whether his forces
would invade German South-West Africa, the reply was that they could and
would. By June 1915, the Germans in German South West Africa were defeated by the UDF.

The Boer War

Indian Ambulance Corps.
Dr. L. P. Booth and M. K. Gandhi, middle row 4th and 5th from left.

It consisted of 300 “free” Indians and 800 indentured labourers
(Indians were encouraged to emigrate to South Africa as labourers
under contract, once the specified dates of the contract finished
they were “free” to own land and make their own way as citizens).

The UDF then became very active in German East Africa and led the British
Expeditionary force consisting of South Africans, British, Rhodesians, Indians
and Africans against Heinrich Albert Schnee and Lieutenant Colonel (later
General Major) Paul Emil von Lettow-Vorbeck and his Schutztruppe (colonial
troops in the African territories of the German colonial empire).
The UDF also served in other theatres during WWI, for example the 1st South
African Infantry Brigade led by Brigadier General Lukin (later Major General Sir
Henry Timson Lukin KCB, CMG, DSO), a South African officer of the UDF. He
first commanded a formation in the German South West Africa Campaign
(1914–1915), when South African troops defeated the Germans in German
South West Africa. He later commanded the 1st South African Infantry Brigade
of the South African Overseas Expeditionary Force in Egypt (1916) and France
(1916). The 1st South African Infantry Brigade is famous for their effort at the
Battle of Delville Wood where they first of all captured Delville Wood and held
the wood, at a tremendous cost in casualties. This feat has been described as
"…the bloodiest battle of the hell of 1916…" by Sir Basil Henry Liddell Hart,
commonly known throughout most of his career as Captain B. H. Liddell Hart;
he was an English soldier, military historian and military theorist...

The Boer War was officially declared by the Boers in October 1899
when they invaded the British Colonies of Natal and the Cape.
This attack led to the Siege of Ladysmith and the Garrison
stationed there. In an urgent response, the British authorities
recruited the Natal Volunteer Ambulance Corps of about 1100
local White men. At the same time, Gandhi pressed for his Indian
stretcher-bearers to be allowed to serve.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Gandhi was a man of peace,
but he was also a man of war!
Mick O’Mallon
It is strange to think of Mahatma Gandhi as having served in the
military, but in many ways his military service and witness to war
in South Africa shaped the future icon of peace and tolerance
which he was to become.

It was the Battle of Colenso on 15 December 1899, that the Natal
Volunteer Ambulance Corps first saw action, removing the
wounded from the front line and then transported them to the
railhead.

Gandhi is generally quite misunderstood, like Churchill and Smuts;
he was a man born in a period of ‘Empire’, the ideals of that
period – its systems of governance and politics
was fundamentally different to what we understand in the context of modern politics and individual freedoms.
‘Empire’ was the way the
world worked then, literally – it dictated geo
politics and trade.
In this context, rose a young, British educated
lawyer - Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi - who
emigrated to the British Colonies in Southern
Africa to make a name for himself and start a
new life. He was, at the start of his life, quite
supportive of British policies in South Africa and those of British
empire and expansion.
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi took part in the Boer War, leading
the Indian Ambulance Corps on the side of the British Forces. He
was a Warrant Officer since Indians could not be commissioned
unless they were Rajas or Maharajas.
Gandhi actually played a pivotal role in the Boer War, forming
Natal Indian Ambulance Corps under the British Military. He even
raised the money to form the Corps from the local Indian Community.

Battle of Colenso
Dubbed “Black Week”, from 10 - 17 December 1899, the British
Army, unprepared for the Boer invasion, completely outnumbered
and outgunned suffered three devastating defeats by the Boer
forces, starting at Stomberg, then Magerfontein and finally ending
the black week at Colenso. In all the British lost a total of 2,776
men killed, wounded and captured.

Battle of Spion Kop
After Colenso, the first full attempt to relieve Ladysmith by the
British was met with absolute disaster at Spion Kop (or Spionkop)
for the British. Spion Kop (Afrikaans: Spioenkop meaning “spy
hill”) is a mountain located near the town of Ladysmith, 27 km to
the South West.
On the 23rd January 1900, the British climbed up the Spion Kop
hill at night and in dense mist. They surprised the small Boer
piquet there and drove them off the kop at bayonet point. The
Boer piquet retreated down the hill to their camp waking up their
fellow Boers by screaming “Die Engelse is op die kop.” (The English are on the hill.) At that time, a half-company of British
sappers began to entrench their position on the hill with a mere
20 picks and 20 shovels (oddly - while almost 1,000 soldiers stood
around idle).
As dawn broke, the British discovered that they held only the
smaller and lower part of the hilltop of Spion Kop, while the Boers
occupied higher ground on three sides of the British position. The
British had no direct knowledge of the topography of the summit
and the darkness and fog had compounded the problem.
Furthermore, the British trenches were inadequate for all defensive purposes. Because the summit of the kop was mostly hard
rock, the trenches were at most 40 centimetres (16 in) deep and
provided an exceptionally poor defensive position – the British
infantry in the trenches could not see over the crest of the
plateau, and the Boers were able to fire down the length of the
crescent-shaped trench from the adjacent peaks. Cont. on page 12
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This plaque, and four others, are
placed in the footpath “WALKWAY”
near the original Surf Life Saving
Club at “King‟s Beach” (now run by
the R.S.L.)
There are more than
2,000 such plaques covering all
wars.
Arthur‟s plaque is placed
opposite Ernest Street.

My Grandfather, Arthur Frederick Smith
(The missing man in 6 QIB Group photo)
Don Neil
Arthur Frederick Smith was born in
Leeds, England, on 3rd June, 1879,
one of nine children.
Arthur arrived in Brisbane, Colony of
Queensland, in 1884 with his family
who had bought land in Mt. Cotton,
next to his grandparents.
Arthur enlisted in Brisbane with the
6th Unit of Queensland Imperial Bushmen, attaining the rank of Private,
and was on board the ship, Victoria,
when it sailed from Pinkenba on the
4th April, 1901, to South Africa.
It was noted in The Queenslander,
Saturday, 13th April, 1901 that: “165. Smith, Arthur Frederick, 6 QIB, care of Mrs. Smith, Mount
Cotton, was not photographed.”
According to another report, Arthur served in the South African
Boer War from 4th April, 1901 to 17th May, 1902 - a total of one
year and thirty days.
Arthur was serving in Africa when Queen Victoria died on 22nd
January, 1901, and her son, Edward VII became King.
The Australian Federation was newly formed and, as Arthur had
served in excess of a year, he was awarded both the Queen‟s
Medal for service in the Transvaal, Orange Free State, and Cape
Colony from May 1901 to April 1902, and the King‟s Medal for
service in South Africa in 1901 and 1902.

The Caloundra Memorial Walkway commemorates Australian Service men and
women who have served in all wars and conflicts.

Arthur was visiting his Mother in a home at Greenslopes before leaving Fort Lytton with his Contingent, and he missed
having his photo taken with the Contingent. His family was on
their family farm at Mt Cotton, and of course, his transport in
those days was a horse.
The only ever photo of Arthur Frederick Smith as far as anyone ever knew is the very small sized old dilapidated photo,
which a distant relative handed Don twenty years ago (see
above left).
A black and
white image
in John Oxley
Library
ca. 1901.
The only
official photo
found of
Arthur F.
Smith

From The Queenslander (Brisbane, Qld : 1866 - 1939) Saturday,
29th March, 1902 - page 670
Quote: -

SIXTH CONTINGENT, Q.I.B.
A correspondent writes:- “Very little has appeared in the papers
about the Sixth Queensland Contingent, and yet they did splendid
work, especially in the month of February in connection with Lord
Kitchener's sweeping movement, and when the Boers under De
Wet thrice unsuccessfully attempted to break through the outpost
line of Queensland Bushmen. I send herewith extract from a letter just received from our son, dated 9th February, Heltbron.
“This will partly explain how it is that so little is known about the
sixth Q.I.B.'s, because their column (Colonel Garratt‟s) is working
under orders of Colonel Bing, and is not separately referred to.
You will see by extract that our son does not wish me to publish
his communication, because he thinks others will have done so,
but I think it is only fair that the public should know that the Sixth
Contingent is upholding the honour of Queensland at the front,
and has taken a big share of difficult and exceptionally dangerous work.“ The letter is as follows :"And now I will tell you a little about what we have been doing
lately. First, you will have seen in the papers about Colonel Bing
capturing De Wet's guns (two pom-poms and a 15-pounder), but
really none of Colonel Bing's men were within fifteen miles of us
when we captured them, but they give him the credit because we
were working under his orders. …
“Two days after we started a big move or drive. First day we had
fifty-five miles of a front; second day thirty-eight; and third day
twenty-seven miles; and that night when the Boers tried to break
through, your blood would have run cold to have heard the fearful grind of both rifle and gun fire twenty-seven miles long, and it
beats me how those brave Boers dared to face such a sheet of
lead and flame. However, next day stragglers were found in
holes, up peach trees (the only trees growing), and in waterholes,
and even one Boer was found hiding in a dead bullock with his
feet sticking out."
The above descriptive narrative of "a drive" will, I think, interest
many of your readers.
JOHN SMITH.
(Father of Arthur Smith)

Cont.

A black & white image
His Royal Highness was
in John OxleyArthur
Libraryin black on the right
interested in the tropical fruitsca. 1901
wearing his Boer War Medals
on the farm of Mr. A. F. Smith
at Thornlands.
- 13th December,1934

When Arthur returned to Australia on 17th June, 1902, he bought
property in Thornlands. Arthur, affectionately called ''A. F.'' married
Mary Williams in 1905, and had two living sons and two daughters.
For many years, his farm “Beaconsfield” in Thornlands was one of the
“better known farms" in the Redlands farming area, and was kept
absolutely immaculate. He grew many and varied fruits and vegetables. “A.F.” was one of the pioneers of the Mount Cotton area and a
prominent member of the Cleveland Show Society.
“The people of Thornlands Road turned out in force to welcome the
Duke of Gloucester to the district on 5th December 1934. The Duke
visited Moreton Street to see Mr Smith‟s property. The products of the
Salad Bowl were on display.”
“A.F.” had a „corn-crusher‟ mill sent out from Britain, and this was
driven by horses. He also used the mill as a tomato grader, chaff
cutter, firewood saw bench and a drum-operated clothes washer by
using a series of pulleys and belts.
Arthur is listed in the schools‟ annals as co-founder of both the Redland Bay Primary school and the Thornlands School in 1910 in Redlandshire. He served as Chairman of the School Committee from
1917 to 1920 and from 1926 to 1938.
Arthur suffered an heart attack at the fruit and vegetable market, and
died a few days later on 19th
November, 1944, after a full
and busy life, and is interred
in the Cleveland cemetery.
(Picture shows two Queen‟s
Medals with clasps)
References:
Murray page 513
bwm.org.au/site/Arthur_Smith.php
John Oxley Library, State Library of
Queensland
Australian War Memorial database

Don Neil

Jennie Jones
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ANGLO WAR AND THE RHODESIANS
Gordon Bold
The Jameson Raid:
The Jameson Raid (29 December 1895 - 2 January 1896), as it
was known, led by Dr Leander Starr
Jameson (Sir Leander Starr Jameson,
1st Baronet, KCMG, CB, PC) resulted in a
futile raid into the ZAR (Zuid-Afrikaansche
Republiek - South African Republic),
known generally to many simply as the
Transvaal Republic, in December 1895.
The objective was an attempt to help the
English (Uitlanders - Afrikaans for
‘foreigner’, literally ‘outlander’), who
Sir Leander Starr
Jameson
were rebelling against the Boer/Afrikaner
government of the Transvaal Republic.

Gold:
To put things into perspective, there had always been
rumours of an "El Dorado" in the folklore of the native tribes
that roamed the plains of the South African Highveld. Gold
miners, who had come from all over the world to seek out
their fortunes on the alluvial mines of Barberton and
Pilgrim's Rest, in the Transvaal, supported the claim.
The first discovery of gold in the Witwatersrand region is
recorded as being in 1852 in the Pardekraal farm by J. H.
Davis, an English miner who was subsequently ordered to
leave the country. Another find by Pieter Jacob Marais was
recorded in 1853 on the Jukskei River, but was subject to
similar secrecy. Though there were smaller mining operations in the region, it wasn’t until 1884 and the subsequent
1886 discovery at Langlaagte that the Witwatersrand ‘gold
rush’ got underway in earnest.

They had originally competed to exploit the expected mineral
wealth of Mashonaland.
They united, due to common
economic
interests,
to
secure British government
backing. The company received a Royal Charter in
1889, modelled on the ‘British East India Company’.
In 1965, soon after the collapse of the CAF (Central African
Federation of Southern Rhodesia, Northern Rhodesia and
Nyasaland), the BSAC merged with ‘Consolidated Mines
Selection Company’ and ‘Central Mining’, to form ‘Charter
Consolidated’. After the merger, ‘Anglo-American Corporation’ (AAC), founded by Sir Ernest Oppenheimer in 1917 in
Johannesburg, was the largest single shareholder in ‘Charter
Consolidated’. The AAC became the majority stakeholder in
‘De Beers’ (founded in 1888 by Cecil Rhodes), in 1926.

Jameson’s raiding column:
Cecil John Rhodes hoped that the intervention of the Company's private army could spark an ‘Uitlander’ uprising, leading to the overthrow of the Transvaal government. This
would have left the way open for British intervention or,
better still, BSAC intervention.
Dr Leander Starr Jameson’s raiding column, of around 500 to
600 men, made up of various BSAC (British South Africa Company) police, the majority of whom were members of the
MMP (Mashonaland Mounted Police), consisted of:


Around 370-375 Matabeleland Mounted Police
(MMP), a forerunner of the Rhodesian Mounted
Police and in turn later the BSAP;



Around 120-125 Bechuanaland Border Police (BBP)
– later renamed the Bechuanaland Mounted Police
(BMP), also a forerunner of the BSAP; and



The remainder were various other volunteers from
various other BSAC units.

Cecil Rhodes and the BSAC:
In the meantime, Cecil Rhodes, the Prime
Minister of the Cape Colony and managing director and founder of what later
became known as the British South Africa
Company (BSAC), was eager to bring
Southern Africa under British dominion.
He encouraged the disenfranchised
Uitlanders of the Boer Republics, ZAR and
OVS (Oranje-Vrystaat - Orange Free
State) to resist Afrikaner domination.

Inciting Factor:

Cecil Rhodes

Rhodes was a passionate believer in British imperialism, thus
he, via his BSAC, founded and held a
vast, land-locked country, bisected by
the Zambezi River. In 1895, the southern
African territory referred to as "South
Zambezia" was named Rhodesia (now
Zimbabwe). The territories north of the
Zambezi River became known as, North
-Western Rhodesia and North-Eastern Rhodesia, later to
amalgamate as Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia).
The BSAC was established following the amalgamation of
Cecil Rhodes' Central Search Association and the Londonbased ‘Exploring Company Ltd’

The raid was ineffective and no uprising took place, but it
was an inciting factor of the Second Boer War. The affair
brought Anglo-Boer relations to a dangerous low, and the ill
feeling was further heated by the "Kruger telegram" from the
German Emperor, Kaiser Wilhelm II, congratulating Paul
Kruger on defeating the "raiders" from Rhodesia. The failure
of the Jameson Raid, and capture of Jameson and his men,
left the new colony effectively undefended.

Rhodesians - 2nd Boer War:
The Rhodesia Regiment (RR) was created
in 1899 primarily from recruits from
Matabeleland as a mounted infantry
formation, with many coming from the
Southern Rhodesian Volunteers (SRV).

Lt. Col. Herbert
Plumer

Their first commanding officer was Major,
later Lieutenant Colonel Herbert Charles
Onslow Plumer (later Field Marshal
Herbert Charles Onslow Plumer,
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1 Viscount Plumer, GCB, GCMG, GCVO, GBE), who had previously commanded a Corps of Mounted Riflemen in the
Second Matabele War.
The Regiment served in the Second Boer War and was disbanded in 1900, shortly after the relief of
Mafeking.

In July 1899, Colonel Robert Baden-Powell
(later Lieutenant-General Robert Stephenson Smyth Baden-Powell, 1st Baron BadenPowell, OM, GCMG, GCVO, KCB, DL), the
garrison commander and defender of
Mafeking during the Siege of Mafeking, was
commissioned by the British to raise two
regiments in anticipation of war breaking
out in South Africa.

Rhodesian
Regiment

He had been involved with the Matabele
Rebellion previously, and learnt his bush
craft in the Matopos, and put this to use
when he later started the Boy Scout movement. It is believed the ‘Mafeking Cadet
BSAP
Corps’ were one of the many factors that
inspired Baden-Powell to form the Scouting movement. The
Cadet Corps performed well, helping in the defence of the
town (1899 - 1900). The ‘Mafeking Cadet Corps’ was a
group of boy cadets, below fighting age, founded by Lord
Edward Cecil, shortly before the 217 day ‘Siege of Mafeking’.
They were used to support the troops, carry messages and
help in the hospital.
With little more than 1,000 troops, Baden-Powell was
totally outgunned and outnumbered. His troops consisted
of the Protectorate Regiment, raised 15thAugust 1899, in
Cape Town and Mafeking, a month prior to the siege and
disbanded in Cape Town October 1900.
The regiment was made up of around 44 officers and 975
men:


Around 91 BSAP (British South Africa Police) under
Colonel J. A. H. Walford;

Around 81 Bechuanaland Rifles (Volunteers);

Around 103 Cape Police under the command of
Inspectors Marsh and Browne; and

Around 296 Town Guard.
The SRV (Southern Rhodesia Volunteers) under the command of Captain H. Llewellyn, of the BSAP at Bulawayo,
were daily patrolling the line as far south as the Metsimaswaana Bridge (14.5 Km from Gaborone - capital of
Bechuanaland, now Botswana). Gaborone is around 15 Km
from the South African border.
During the siege of Mafeking, trains from Rhodesia continued to operate as far south as the armoured trains could
keep the line clear, as well as in functional order. The trains
from Rhodesia effectively kept the Column of Lt. Col Palmer,
well supplied with reinforcements and foodstuffs. Apparently, on occasion, they supplied transport for some wellknown civilians too.

Rhodesian Regiment:
Recruiting for the Rhodesia Regiment (RR) commenced in
August, 1899.
Cont.

Rhodesian Regiment:
Lieutenant Colonel Plumer
was in command, and the
regiment was posted to Tuli
near the South African
border where 100 members
of the BSAP (British South
Africa
Police)
were
stationed and they joined
the force of 420.

RR-Rhodesian Horse at Tuli

The third Rhodesian unit to participate were members of the
SRV (Southern Rhodesian Volunteers).
The combined force, under Colonel Plumer was to watch the
Transvaal border. Their objective was to keep the Bulawayo
to Mafeking railway line open. The Bechuanaland Regiment
(BR) under Colonel Hore, accompanied Baden-Powell to
Mafeking near the South Africa - Bechuanaland border in
September. Defenders in Mafeking totalled 1,200.

Rhodesians and Australians:
The Boers that engaged Plumer from October 1899, numbered 1,700. There were frequent battles with constant
losses from the regiment of officers and men. By 31st March
1900, Plumer had reached within 10 km of Mafeking but
couldn’t break the blockade of 7,000 Boers. The British
mounted troop lost heavily and Plumer was wounded. An
additional 100 BSAP joined on 1st May. Two weeks later, a
battery arrived from Canada together with more than 100
Queensland Mounted Infantry (QMI) from Australia. On 17th
May, the Boers were driven from the confines of Mafeking
and the siege was over.

QMI and NSW Bushmen:
The bulk of the Rhodesian Regiment continued to serve with
Plumer, and was boosted with more Australians. Hore had
100 Australian NSW Bushmen, 80 RR and 80 SRV.
A squadron of 140 troops from the 3rd QMI (Queensland
Mounted Infantry) joined the garrison under LieutenantColonel Charles Hore near Eland’s River; there were 2,000 Boers
in the vicinity. The garrison had one 7-pounder and two Maxim
guns, whilst the Boers had nine modern guns. The Battle, also
known as the siege of Eland’s
River, commenced on 4th August, 1900 and lasted until
8.30 am, 16th August, 1900
when General Lord Kitchener's Column arrived and
lifted the siege. No less than
SRV Officers
1,500 shells landed within the
garrison and the onslaught
lasted over several days. The
garrison withstood the barrages with only light casualties, as they were well entrenched. However, most of
the livestock was decimated.
BSAP NCOs 1890

Thereafter, the RR (Rhodesian
Regiment) was engaged in the area around Rustenburg, and
suffered severely on 21st August 1900. During one engagement, Lieutenant Colonel Spreckley, commander of the SRV,
was killed with four of his men.
Cont.
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QMI (Queensland Mounted Infantry) Squadron

The contract for service from the Rhodesian units concluded
in September 1900, so they withdrew over the next few
months and the RR was disbanded. The void from the departure of the Rhodesians was met by Australians.
A total of 1,700 Rhodesians had volunteered for the Boer
War, which equated to 15% of the Rhodesian settler population. There were:




967 on the RR nominal role;
600 served from SRV and
The remainder came from the BSAP.

Rhodesia was a very small colony at the time, with a population of around 11,000 to 12,000 settlers. However, the 1,700
Rhodesian volunteers met the challenge with gusto and
bravery beyond the call of duty.
‘Slouch Hats’:
The name "slouch hat" refers to the
fact that one side droops down as
opposed to the other which is pinned /
raised against the side of the crown. It
was first introduced into Australia
around 1885, when it was chosen for
the newly-formed Victorian Mounted
Rifles. The hat was first worn overseas
in the 2nd Boer War.

Cavalier

However, in truth, this style of hat has been
worn for many hundreds of years, especially
during the English Civil War during the 17th
Century when it became associated with the
forces of King Charles I, the Cavaliers. It was
also fashionable for the aristocracy throughout Europe during that time, until it was
superseded by the tricorn and bicorn, de- Austrian Jäger
pending upon the number of points cocked. During the
‘Napoleonic Wars’, the ‘Austrian Skirmishers’ (Jäger) wore
black ‘slouch hats’.
Many Boer Commandoes, Cape and Natal Colonial militia,
wore cocked hats (‘slouch hats’) well before the 2nd Boer
War, the 1st Boer War (1880-1881) and
even the Zulu War (1979). Some cocked
their hats in the front; others cocked
theirs on the right or left and some not at
all.
The ‘slouch hat’ has been worn by military
personnel from many different nations
including Australia, Britain, India, New
Zealand, Southern Rhodesia, France, the
Boer Gen. Louis Botha United States, the Confederate States,
Germany, Austria and many others.
Today it is worn by military personnel from a number of
countries, although it is primarily associated with Australia,
where it is considered to be a national symbol. Australia has
had the ‘slouch hat’ as standard issue headwear, since the
late Victorian era.
However, the ‘slouch hat’ was
also very much associated with
Rhodesian troops since the
Victorian era. Unfortunately,
Rhodesia no longer exists; the
BSAP and the RR have waned
into oblivion. Hopefully, their
legacy will live on forever,
through ‘Rhodies’ and their Rhodesian Regiment (1899-1981)
descendants everywhere.

QMI

Rhodesians
leaving
Salisbury
in 1899

Cont.
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Onverwacht Memorial
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Shaun Winson, Michael O’Connor MMM, Gordon Bold,
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Cont. from page 7

Pierre van
Blommestein

Quality Australian-made NBWMA Ties are available for
sale. Save postage by buying from the Treasurer, National
Boer War Memorial Association. 0409 274 991
$28.00 each (Save $3.00 postage)

Ghandi

By the end of the battle, the British suffered 243 fatalities; many
were buried in the trenches where they fell. Approximately 1,250
British were either wounded or captured. The Boers suffered 335
casualties of which 68 were dead.
During the battle, the Natal Volunteer Ambulance Corps (including
Gandhi) moved into the frontline to collect the wounded.
There is an account of Ghandi’s bearing during the Battle of SpionKop. Vera Stent described the work of the Indians in the ‘Illustrated
Star’ of Johannesburg, July 1911, as follows:

CARVINGS from the VELDT - Part Three
Rifle carvings from the Anglo-Boer War 1899-1902

The book contains all new material - another 346 pages
(A4 size) in full glossy colour featuring 338 more rifles,
carbines and handguns - all with the names or initials of
Boers and soldiers (mostly Australians and New Zealanders). Also a selection of swords, bayonets, bandoliers,
ammo, medals and a large selection of unit badges worn
“My first meeting with Mr. M. Gandhi was under strange circumstances. by both sides - British, Colonial and Boers.
It was on the road from Spion Kop, after the fateful retirement of the
British troops in January 1900.
The previous afternoon, I saw the Indian mule-train move up the slopes
of the Kop carrying water to the distressed soldiers who had lain powerless on the plateau. The mules carried the water in immense bags, one
on each side, led by Indians at their heads.
The galling rifle-fire, which heralded their arrival on the top, did not deter the strangely-looking cavalcade which moved slowly forward, and as
an Indian fell, another quietly stepped forward to fill the vacant place.
Afterwards the grim duty of bearer corps, which Mr. Gandhi organised in
Natal, began.
It was on such occasions the Indians proved their fortitude, and the one
with the greatest fortitude was the subject of this sketch [Mr. Gandhi].
After a night’s work, which had shattered men with much bigger frames,
I came across Gandhi in the early morning sitting by the roadside – eating a regulation Army biscuit.
Every man in Buller’s force was dull and depressed, and damnation was
heartily invoked on everything. But Gandhi was stoical in his bearing,
cheerful, and confident in his conversation, and had a kindly eye. He did
one good… I saw the man and his small undisciplined corps on many a
field during the Natal campaign. When succour was to be rendered they
were there.”

34 Indian leaders were awarded the Queen’s South Africa Medal for
actions in the Boer War. Gandhi’s is held by the Nehru Memorial
Museum in New Delhi.
In a strange twist, the Battle of Spion Kop was to forge three major
world leaders who were all present on the battlefield, Gandhi, Botha
and Churchill.
Mahatma Gandhi would go on to become the Indian leader and reformer, Louis Botha would go on to forge The Union of South Africa
and become its first Prime Minister, and Winston Churchill would
become the great wartime Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
during the Second World War.

This book is available in both Hard cover and Soft-Card
cover.

Prices:

Hard Cover =
$89.00
Soft Card Cover = $69.00
Plus postage: 1 book = $13.00,
2 books = $17.00 (overseas to be advised).

Email:
Phone:

david.george7@bigpond.com
02 6676 4320 (9.00 am to 5.00 pm)

When you order, please advise your Postal address and if you
require author to sign your copy? Payment: Bank deposit,
paypal + 3.4% paypal fee - OR - money order or cheque (for
paypal please use my email address).
www.boerwarriflecarvings.net
QLD Boer War Committee
are selling signed copies of
Dave George’s books
Part One = $65.00
Part Two = $45.00
Part Three = $89.00
(Hard cover) and
(Soft cover) $69.00
We can order the books for
you, and there will be no
postage to pay.
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