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25th April –
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Boer War Armistice
Commemoration Day
ANZAC SQUARE
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Queensland Chairman’s Report
Welcome to the nineteenth Queensland National Boer War Memorial Association
newsletter.
National News
Progress with our Memorial
The Sculptures
First Horseman
All the large sections have been cast and have come out very well.
Factory is in the process of joining and welding up the sections.
Foundry advises, for the completed first mounted horseman sculpture, a
delivery date to Canberra of April 2015. The first horseman will have
taken approx. 2 years.

1st August –
Siege of Elands River
29th September –
Mokari Drift
11th November Remembrance Day

LEST WE FORGET

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Index
1. Qld. Chairman’s Report
2. Qld. Chairman’s Report and
Onverwacht Memorial
3. Battle of Langverwacht Hill
4. ) British Boer War 5. ) Military Incompetence
6. )
“
“ Part 1
7. Boer War Essay - K. Judd
8. Donation Form and
Available Merchandise

HOT OFF THE PRESS!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Correction from last issue: The article - “My Grandfather”
was written by Colleen Jensen
about her grandfather.
Pat Druitt, who lent me the book,
was related through Cyril’s brother
Fred, who was her father-in-law.
Jennie

Second Horseman
The 1/2 scale model worked up to the point of detailing the costume and
equipment according to the definitive list (Matrix) that was forwarded to him in
November 2014. He expects to have the scale model complete & fully detailed
Cont. page 2 ...
early March.
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Queensland Chairman’s Report

Cont.

Second Horseman Cont.
That then would be the starting point for modelling
up the full-size version which takes 4 months. So the
second Horseman would be complete by February
2016.

ONVERWACHT MEMORIAL SERVICE
4th February, 2015 - Sherwood Cemetery
followed by a talk and refreshments at the RSL Sub-branch.

Storage of Sculptures at AWM
As sculptures are
completed, they will be transported to Canberra for
storage.
The Design Development
90% Design is close – PM
recommends 90% Design plus Tabulation of
Responses to NCA.
Queries can be sent at the
same time to NCA.
GSA are getting a review of the drainage design /
embankment detail from the hydraulic consultant.
Waiting on feedback to finalize this on CAD. GSA
Design has been submitted to NCA for comment.
Funding
as at Jan 31
Progressive Total FY 14/15
Balance Brought Forward.
Grand Total
Commitments

$211,761
$782,095
$993,856
$550,000
$1,543,856

Finance
As I mentioned previously, we now have Michael
Crouch as the Chairman of our Appeals
Committee. Now, under Michael’s direction, we
must raise the balance of $4m to build the
memorial.
You, our supporters, have been very generous with
your help. Please keep it up.

VIP Guests, MC Kevin Alcock with Cr Nicole
Johnston, Federal Parliament Members
Graham Perrett and Jane Prentice with
Padre Geoff Reader in background

Queensland News
We have just completed our first commemorative
ceremony for 2015 - “The Battle for Onverwacht
Hills”. This was when the 5th QIB were involved in
the last major battle of the Boer War.
We had
approximately 100 at the ceremony, which was
followed by morning tea, where those attending were
briefed on the state of the memorial.

Padre Geoff Reader

Future Events
On Sunday, 31st May 2015, we will be conducting a
history afternoon at the Sherwood/Indooroopilly RSL
hall.
The theme for the presentation will be the
engagement at Mokari Drift.
Lt. Caskey died at Mokari Drift on the 27th Sept. 1901.

Federal Parliament Members
Graham Perrett and Jane Prentice
laying a wreath

Karolina Judd reads her prize winning
essay

We will provide more details nearer the date.

Theme for 2015
This year will be known as
“The Fathers of the ANZAC’s.”

Conclusion
We are now in the construction Phase, and we are
still chasing funding.
First horse complete in April, and Second horse
under construction.
Donation form is included in this newsletter.

Ron McElwaine OAM RFD ED
Chairman
Qld Committee of NBWMA

MAJ Lucas McEnnariey 2/14
LH (QMI) Regt,

The Last Post

NBWMA Chairman
Ron McElwaine
talking about latest
progress
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With a group of Boer marksmen trying to cut him
down, Hardham lifted the injured trooper onto his
saddle and then ran to safety behind a rocky outcrop,
pulling his horse behind him.

Western Australia Edition
Monumentally Speaking
Vol 4. No.2, June 2012

Langverwacht Hill EnjoyBattlea24offun,
Family Day at Fort Lytton,
Februaryaction-packed
1902
Also known as the Battle of Bothasberg
Sunday23 30th
2010 ~ from 10.00am to 3.00pm
NZ KIA - 41May,
WIA

The official wreath was laid by Mr Garth Pienaar,
State President of SAMVOA, on behalf of our former
Boer foes and their women and children, in a spirit of
reconciliation. The Governor of Western Australia,
Malcolm McCusker QC, also laid a wreath on behalf
of Her Majesty The Queen, as did representatives of
the three services; Premier's Department; Chief
Justice; New Zealand government; WAMI; Boer War
Nurses (laid by Mrs M Wilson in Boer War Nurses
uniform); British, Canadian, New Zealand and
Rhodesian ex-service organizations - joined this
year for the first time, by the British South Africa
Police (BSAP - Rhodesia); Boy Scouts; and
Australian Army Cadets.

This Was New Zealand’s single largest loss during
the Boer War

EVENTS AND ACTIVITES

During the
six Australi
one New Z
were awar
Victoria Cr
highest aw
exceptiona

New Zealand’s Contribution
(All timings are approx and events are subject to change)

Wreaths
during Perth’s National
Bound to the ‘Mother country’ by
thelaid‘crimson
tie’ of
Boer War Memorial Day ceremony
empire, New Zealand sent more than 6500 volunteers
Morning Tea/Coffee and Hot Food
and 8000 horses to South Africa.
available from 10.00am

"Good by Dolly Grey" was then played by the Australian Army Band, followed by a short address
With support from
by Mr. Brian Ross, on the Boer view of the war.

local community groups
In all, 71 members of the 10 ‘contingents’ were killed in
action or died of wounds; 26 were accidentally killed,
Sarie Marais (a traditional Afrikaans folk song, created during either the First or the Second
and 133 died of disease (more than half from typhoid
Tours of Fort Lytton
Anglo-Boer War) was then played by the Australian Army Band.
fever.)
10.30am : 11.30am : 12.30pm : 12.45pm : 2.15pm
Following the Australian National Anthem, the service was closed with the Catafalque Party
dismounting from their positions.

Historical Cannon Fire Demonstrations

11.00am : 1.00pm : 2.00pm
!))2%'71)27?5-2+63*=>%77)5< 4382()5
'%22326="%087)"4%')(>%2(=-5)*353<>-2
68'')66-32%55%2+)(&<7,)#-'735-%%55%'/6
-6735-'%0"3'-)7<5-6&%2)2'
Portrait done post WWI, when William
James Hardham held the rank of Major

ENTRY FEES AT GATE

Waler Horse on Show

Adults $4.50
Children $2.50

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Restored Memorial
(Credit
to
Midge
Presentations (in Main Building) Carter who relocated this memorial.)

Courtesy of Australian Waler Horse Association
th

10 Light Horse Regiment

 %15)%/)535%27
Family
Group
$14.00
[Ed. – Many
thanks to John
Sweetman for details of the ceremony , and Judy Borrett for the photographs ]

(2 adults +
2 children)
___________________________________________________

WA Correspondence & Donations to:
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Boer War
Uniforms
& Weapons Display
Page
13

Secretary, P.O. Box 572, Cloverdale WA 6985

PUBLIC TRANSPORT
AVAILABLE
• NZ 7th contingent
of some 90 men held a shallow line

of sangars - 4-6 men at each.
Boer War Corps Displays
Catch• aBoers,
Cleveland
Linegeneral
train toChristiaan de Wet, drove a herd
under
3827)(2*%275<57-00)5<856)6
$<2281357,67%7-32%2(%'3857)6<&86
of cattle into barbed–wire entanglements.
:-004-'/<3884*5317,)67%7-32%2(&5-2+<38
• Used this as a distraction to overwhelm one NZ
NEED MORE INFORM
Veterans / Historical
position.
0)%6)5-2+!32'0:
73357<7732!)7852&86)6:-00%063582
Photos of Queensland Veterans
• The
Boers assaulted
NZ
3& 
3)5$%5"735-)6)135%&-0-%
throughout
the afternoon
until 3.30pmuphill destroying further
posts.
• Opened up gaps in the line and were able to escape
the cordon.
• In addition to the 24 killed, 41 were wounded – a loss
which was one of the most severe suffered by a
New Zealand unit in a single short action in any
• Boers were led by Commandant Manie Botha.
war.
~~~~~~~~~~~
• Overwhelmed weak patrols and cleared a gap of half

Valour

•

78 Victoria Crosses were awarded to British soldiers
during this conflict.

•

The only New Zealander to win the Victoria Cross
during the South African War, and the first to win it
overseas (i.e. other than the Maori Wars in New
Zealand) was William James Hardham, (1876-1928)
of Wellington.

William Hardham won his Victoria Cross near
Naauwpoort in January 1901, when he rode to the
rescue of a fellow mounted rifleman whose horse had
been shot from under him, and who had been injured
as he fell to the ground.

a mile.
• Desperate NZ defence allowed NSWMI (CO Lt-Col
Cox) to restore a front to the enemy.
• The pivot of the resistance was a maxim gun, most
gallantly handled by Capt. Begbie and his men.
• Muzzle to muzzle battle. Capt. Alfred Begbie RFA
killed on his gun - awarded an MID for this action.
• 7 out of 8 NZ officers WIA.
• Feared that the bulk of the Boer forces had escaped
the cordon - not correct.
• On 27th, Boer Commandants Truter and de Jager
negotiated the surrender of 780 Boers.
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Part 1.
Mindset of the Officers Class at the time - Officers
were busy being gentlemen, in or out uniform. They were
occupied being a Member of a congenial club, partaking
in applauded occupations such as Polo or the highly
symbolic sport of pig-sticking. Any sign of keenness or
desire for self-improvement in military matters being
frowned on as not ‘good form’. Those who signified a
wish to attend staff college were informed the ‘Regiment’
was good enough and any sort book-work being quite
beyond the pale.
They had little time for their men and a total absence of
concern for their welfare. As late as 1902, according to
Sir Evelyn Wood, commanding officers in Southern
Command did not even know the whereabouts of the
soldiers latrines, much less their condition. It was this
attitude of mind in conjunction with climatic conditions
that accounted for the fact that out of 22,000 British
dead, some 16,000 died of disease.
This memorial marks the original burial place
of the 23 members of the New Zealand 7th
contingent who were killed in the BATTLE OF
LANGVERWACHT 23 February 1902.
their bodies were re-interred in the Vrede
public cemetery in the 1960s.
this memorial was restored by the New
Zealand government and re-dedicated on the
107th anniversary of the battle.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
New Zealand Casualties
• A total of 6,495 troops deployed into action.
• 56 KIA - 11 DOW -190 WIA - 27 KBA.
• Sixteen men killed at Machavie on 12th April, 1902,
•

when their troop train collided with a goods train.
A further 136 soldiers died from disease.



British Boer War - Instances and Characters
“Military Incompetence”
By Michael O’Mallon, Boer War Historian.
Introduction – During a recent trip to Norfolk Island (NI),
I was presented with a previously much loved and well
worn copy of Norman E. Dixon’s book “On the
Psychology of Military Incompetence“, by one of the old
Prison Museum Guide’s Assistants after she became
aware of my interest in all things of an Historical Military
nature, particularly the Boer War.
The content of the book is quite an eye opener, and a
disturbing insight into how the long accepted culture of
‘succession’ among elderly high ranking British Officers
in the Field contributed to the death and suffering of
thousands of their men. Some may call it incompetence;
whatever it was, it showed their inability to lead and lack
of appreciation of tactical military situations, whilst hiding
behind privilege, and blaming subordinates.
Following is a précis version of Dixon’s British Boer War
“Military Incompetence”. This is the first of 3 parts to be
serialized in coming issues of Monumentally Speaking.
(We recommend you retain this and the next 2 copies for
reference to the whole story).

Failure to capitalize on lessons from previous
conflicts The most extraordinary thing about the
events of the Boer War was that they could have
occurred not only after those of the Crimean War, but
after those of the First Boer War of 1880-81. In terms of
psychological jargon, the Boer War showed very little
evidence of positive transfer (positive transfer being
merely what happens
when something learned in
one situation is utilised
successfully in some
subsequent similar
situation) and this was odd
because there were many
striking similarities
between the Boer War and
the Crimean War.
Unlike most actions of the Victorian Army, both were
against white races. Both were waged far from home in
what were trying climates - too cold in the one case, too
hot in the other. There were, however, two great differences, and it was these which were largely responsible
for depths of military incompetence on the British side
that stretch credulity to breaking-point.
The available technology - The first was thanks to
Maxim’s invention of an efficient machine-gun in the
1880s and Armstrong’s production of breech-loading
rifled field guns. Soldiers at the time of the Boer War
could (in theory anyway) kill each other in larger numbers
with greater accuracy and over much longer distances
than ever before. Machine-guns like the Maxim, which in
its modified form became the Vickers of the First World
War, were written off as suitable only for the destruction
of savages and hardly suitable for use against white
men.
This could have been a backhander in relation to the use
of the two Gatling Guns first used by the British Army
during the Anglo-Zulu War 20 years earlier 11 January –
4 July 1879. This war lasted a short 5 months, 3 weeks
and 2 days - wherein Colonel Charles Pearson in charge
of the left hand column, making its way to King
Cetshwayo Royal Kraal at Ulundi, was besieged for two
months by Zulu Impi at Eshowe.

Correspondence and Donations to: - The Secretary, Boer War Memorial Association, P. O. Box 165, Fortitude Valley, Qld. 4006

4

A British Gatling Gun
detachment using
Broadwell Drums,
South Africa c.1879

Pearson had a force of around 6,600 and lost 137 KIA.
With the help of an unspecified number of 7-pound
cannons, and 1-Gatling Gun spitting out
45mm
projectiles at a theoretical rate of 1,200 rounds per
minute (although 400 rounds per minute may have been
more likely in a combat situation) that successfully
chewed into around 12,000 Assegai wielding bunched up
Zulu Warriors being protected by Zulu cow-hide shields,
and accounted for in excess of 1,000 Zulu’s KIA, with no
mention of WIA’s.
Additionally, when Lord Chelmsford finally attacked
Cetshwayo’s Royal Kraal 4 July 1879, with a force of
around 5,000 and a logistical superiority that included 2Gatling Guns and 10-Cannon, it is not surprising that the
casualty figures for Chelmsford’s attacking force was
reported as an acceptable 13-18 KIA, and 69-85 WIA –
(which made up for the debacle at Isandlwana where out
of a 1,700+ force of British troops and African auxiliaries,
he was responsible for the loss of around 1,300 killed) while Cetshwayo’s defending force at Ulundi out of
between 12,000 and 15,000 Zulu sustained an estimated
473 KIA, and 1,000+ WIA.
Curiously, the British War Office thinking was orientated
to being more sporting rather than pragmatic, in that on
one hand the colour of the Boer soldiers elevated them
from the level of savages, thereby saving their white
skins from exposure to machine-guns, but on the other
hand they were regarded in terms of their believed
military expertise as no better than savages.
One of the most important factors in not taking the Boers
too seriously that contributed to a succession of early
disasters for the British, was the perception that the
Boers lacked any sartorial elegance by preferring to wear
civilian attire, dark cloaks and floppy hats, to the sorts of
uniforms effected by the British. The Boers were
regarded as a rabble of illiterate peasants, and their army
utterly ludicrous. In reality, it was the British, despite
their smart appearance, not the Boers, who were
dressed wrongly for battle - as events were to prove.
Furthermore, the British artillery and firearms were
initially far inferior to those of the Boers who had
purchased from Germany and France the latest guns
which were more powerful, accurate, and trouble free
than British equipment.
Nature of the Adversary – The Russians at Sebastopol
had been resolute and courageous fighters like the
British troops, with both Armies being regimented and
disciplined to act in unison without opportunity for
thought or personal initiative.
The Boers, however, were a very different proposition in
their motivation, style of fighting and expertise. As one
observer remarked, the Boer Army consisted of 35,000
generals, each combatant his own master defending his
homeland.

They were also good marksmen, agile horsemen and
determined members of a flexible, knowledgeable
guerrilla force.
British entrenched inflexible Mind Set - These two
differences between the wars would not have mattered
had those who ran the British Army managed to keep up
with the times in their thinking, and shaken off habits
acquired over the preceding five hundred years.
Failure to adopt new Military Techniques - Right up to
the outbreak of the war training manoeuvers were
characterized by a disregard of new weapons. The
accent was on solid line formations, mechanical
precision, rigid dependence on order, and firing strictly in
volleys at a word of command.
The position as regards artillery was little better.
According to one writer: ‘The artillery doctrine of the time
was older than the guns, older almost than the Crimea.
The artillery galloped smartly into action, unlimbered in
the open (for it had no notion of indirect fire) and opened
fire over primitive sights with no vestige of a gun-shield to
protect its crews’.
Considering its inadequate handling of the Crimean War,
one might have expected that the British high command
to try to rehabilitate itself with a rigorous training
programme during the ensuing years of peace. Evidently
it did not. According to Kruger: ‘Only two months a year
were spent training, for the rest, a man was parading’.
The soldiers themselves were not to blame; they were
victims of the system.
As Pemberton points out:
‘So far as British politicians were concerned, it might
almost be said that the greater the inefficiency of the
Army (except on military parades and annual military
tournaments) the greater their contentment.‘
So
absorbed were
the generals by
the equation
which they made
between military
appearance and
fighting efficiency
that
their
contempt for the
Boers
was
matched only by
their neglect of
the most ordinary
training exercises
for their own men.
As Lord Roberts
was to remark,
the men were not
trained to use
their eyes or
estimate
distance. In his
opinion far too
much attention
was given to
order and
regularity and
far too little to
developing
individuality.
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One further, and related factor, which plagued British
military thinking then, as at other times, was the to
equate war with sport. The notion that certain acts were
not cricket was carried to such absurd lengths that the
trooper was given no training in the cowardly art of
building defensive positions or head cover.
To this mixture of potentially disastrous attitudes was
added one other—a self-righteous indignation towards
the other side. This came to the fore when it was
discovered that the British methods of running the war
fell short of those practiced by the Boers. As Lord
Kitchener said: “The Boers are not like the Sudanese
who stood up to a fair fight. They are always running
away on their little ponies . . . there are a good many
foreigners among the Boers but they are easily shot as
they do not slink about like the Boers themselves.“
A fair fight was evidently one in which primitive tribesmen
(from a poor country), by standing their ground obligingly
presented an easy target for the soldiers of what was
then the richest nation on earth.
Similarly,
disengagement in an action against superior numbers in
order to fight again another day was deemed cowardly
and a poor show.
This then was the background of attitudes and expertise,
which the British Army brought to the Boer War. Any
residual doubts about its unfitness for the expedition tend
to dissipate when one considers the behaviour of the
generals put in charge.
To be continued in the next newsletter.

NBWMA QUEENSLAND SUPPORTERS
Only $15.00 per annum. For this, new subscribers,
receive a badge, a car sticker, and a Certificate.
Everyone has the satisfaction of knowing they are
supporting a worthy cause, as all funds received are
used toward the Boer War Memorial in Canberra.
Everyone also receives 3 newsletters per annum,
keeping you informed of the progress of the monument,
upcoming memorial services that are held annually, as
well as very interesting articles. These are usually
followed by an interesting and informative talk, whilst
enjoying a scrumptious morning or afternoon tea
prepared by the ladies of the Women’s Auxiliary. It also
gives everyone a chance to catch up and socialise.
Application forms from Jennie at National Boer War
Memorial Association Qld. Supporters,
P. O. Box 100, Corinda, Qld. 4075
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Have you registered all your Boer War Veteran
Ancestor’s Descendants?
Please include all your known close relatives to the
National Boer War Memorial Association Database
website - www.bwm.org.au. Alternatively, contact us for
an application form and we will carry out research on your
behalf. Being on the Queensland database entitles you to a
Newsletter, and invitation to all Memorial services.
The database will enable future generations to trace their
ancestors.

Boer War Essay 2014 Karolina Judd, Corinda High
As this year will see significant Gallipoli
commemorative services, this research essay has
chosen to focus on how Queensland and Australian
participation in the Boer War (in particular the Battle of
Onverwacht) was a precursor to the flowering of the
ANZAC spirit.
Australia holds a complex military history regarding
their contributions during the Boer War, with many
global colonies coming under British command during
the outbreak of conflict between the Empire and
Southern Africa. The Battle of Onverwacht (1902),
was in particular of great influence in Australian
history, having provided a solid foundation for the
ideology and work of the ANZACs, with Onverwacht
marking the first time where Australia fought as an
independent national army.
The contribution of Australian military in the Boer War
helped establish national values such as mateship,
courage, and endurance, which to this day are
respected and recognised in the efforts of veterans
and ex-service men.
Whilst there was a significant preference for infantry
units during the early years of the South African war,
Australian horsemen were soon largely preferred and
requested, due to their ability to deploy quickly and
their ability to match the Boers 'own game' (Howells,
2012). These soldiers quickly became recognised as
the first Australian expeditionary force to fight
overseas, evidenced in their efforts in major South
African conflicts including the Battle of Onverwacht.
Australians ‘took prominent part', being moved 'to the
front' in the wake of the unexpected as the Battle
served as the ultimate clash between the Boer and
British forces (Special Correspondent, 1902), taking
the lives of major British infantry, including Captain of
Rifle Brigade, Major Vallentin, and leaving Britain with
significant losses. The Australian military showcased
their courage under national command and did the
Empire proud as they, along with New Zealand
infantry, fought in the final wakes of the Battle.
Many soldiers' lives were tragically cut short,
evidenced in the following images recorded by the
Boer war Memorial (13 Young Australians who Lost
Their Lives,1902). Whilst, as found in the archives,
many of these names were unavailable to match with
photos or identification, such material presents the
true sacrifice and endurance of the Australian military.
The birth of the ANZAC tradition can be clearly seen
through the actions of such troops during the Battle,
with the Onverwacht conflict allowing them to be
recognised for their achievements outside of their
colonial alliance with Britain.
The Queensland Imperial Bushmen - who were in fact
the first contingent to volunteer to participate in the
conflict - made their mark at Onverwacht in a way that
was to foreshadow Australia's involvement in the
forthcoming Great War. Such action was critical in the
foundation of the ANZAC troops, setting a basis of
morals under which Australia would honour their
independence and fight in further wars and conflicts to
come.
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Australia's participation in the Battle of Onverwacht
was crucial in showcasing and developing today's
societal morals held in our nation, with their national
sacrifice presenting qualities and values of the ANZAC
society, specifically courage and mateship. Such
values were primarily instilled through the centralised
formation of the Australian Army, as seen in primary
photography of the troops, battling in rough and
unknown conditions (Men From the 2nd South
Australian contingent, c. 1900). With the majority of
the soldiers being Australian bushmen, their 'manful
defence of the post against impossible odds' further
helped signify the courage and pride that the national
command held, despite having fought for the British
rather that independently for the previous years of the
conflict (Howells, 2012).
The courageous spirit and undaunted nature of the
troops defined them to both the British and Boer
commands as not only united and strong, but was
also essential in communicating to other colonial
countries the developing ANZAC esprit de corps
which Australian soldiers strongly reflected, even prior
to national independence. Such spirit initially defined
the Australian Armed Forces and has been preserved
by its members even to the conflicts and Theatres of
Operation in which our soldiers, airmen and sailors
are involved in today.
The preservation of such
Onverwacht artifacts, which have commemorated the
'sacrifices made by our ancestors 100 years ago on
this battlefield (Swaters, 2010), has strengthened the
powerful legacy created by such troops in the climax
of the Boer War, and acted as a precursor to the
ANZAC tradition.
As William Gladstone, British
Liberal Politician, stated 20 years before the Anglo
Boer War, 'looking back over (such) pages of history',
allows us to truly 'consider the feelings with which we
now regard wars that our forefathers in their time
supported', underlying the powerful presence of
Australia's alliance in the Battle of Onverwacht and
throughout the war (Gladstone, 1879).
Australia's contributions during the Boer War were
crucial in influencing the ANZAC traditions presented
in modern Australian society, having provided the
major precursor and foundation for national military
command and the defining of the Aussie Digger. The
Battle of Onverwacht was of particular significance
when addressing Australia's military independence,
coming as it did at a crucial time in the nation's
political and military history.
Having established
national values such as mateship, courage, and
endurance, the Australian troops left a profound
legacy through their struggles, sacrifices and victories
which summarises and brings out the ANZAC morale
reflected in our current serving men and women, as
well as the country's support for these troops
throughout the conflict with the valorous Boers of
South Africa.
The historical evidence indicates a
conflict embodying - on both sides - the concepts of
service, national pride, independence and courage. It
is no coincidence that less than 15 years after this
hard-fought campaign, the ANZAC tradition would
arise to define Australia's legacy - one that is still
preserved today.
Karolina Judd
Senior MHS Corinda SHS
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“It	
  is	
  therefore	
  extremely	
  important	
  that	
  we	
  commemorate	
  
such	
  events	
  as	
  the	
  Ba8le	
  of	
  Onverwacht,	
  in	
  the	
  ﬁrst	
  place	
  
because	
  we	
  have	
  to	
  learn	
  the	
  lessons	
  of	
  the	
  past.	
  	
  In	
  the	
  
second	
  place	
  we	
  must	
  never	
  allow	
  the	
  sacriﬁces	
  made	
  by	
  
ancestors	
  100	
  years	
  ago	
  on	
  this	
  ba8leﬁeld	
  to	
  sink	
  into	
  
oblivion.”
	
  [Albert Swater, Onverwacht, 2002]
Boer War
Speakers
available contact
Ron McElwaine
0419 678 721
ronaldm@
bigpond.net.au
Western
Australia,
Please contact
John Sweetman:

Email Addresses
Please give us your
email address to help
lessen postal
expenses.
Please inform us of
changes to home or
email addresses, and
phone numbers.
Thanks.

Do you have a Boer War story you want to share?
If you have a Boer War story , please contact


Your Boer War Queensland Committee

Ron McElwaine
Bill Cross
John Parnell
Steve Bain
Derek Ellis
Bob Hagerty
Jack Chipman
Patrick O’Loughlin
Kevin Alcock
Michael O’Mallon
Jennie Jones

President
Secretary
Treasurer
Project Manager
Descendant Co-ordinator
Memorabilia Sales
Fund Raising
RAAC Rep
Journalist
Descendant Historian
Supporters
Descendant Researcher

Correspondence and Donations to: - The Secretary, Boer War Memorial Association, P. O. Box 165, Fortitude Valley, Qld. 4006
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