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First of the horsemen has been cast
On Tuesday August 12th at 11am a pour of molten
bronze took place for the first 1.5 times life size horseman of the National Boer War Memorial. The pour will
take place at the : Fundere Foundry & Studio in West
Footscray. Media were invited to attend a small ceremony which involved throwing a portion of a Boer War
artillery shell into the molten mix by the eminent sculptor, Louis Laumen.
This symbolic gesture will take place with all four
horsemen as they are cast over the next few years and
will add some additional history and romance to the
bronze statues.

Brisbane Commemoration of the 112th Anniversary of the
signing of the Treaty of Vereeniging
On Saturday 31st May, the Queensland Committee conducted
the annual Boer War Day service commemorating the formal end
of the Boer War. The ceremony was supported by the 2nd/14th
Light Horse Regiment (QMI) at Enoggera. The regiment’s Commanding Officer, LTCOL Ash Collingburn, was the guest speaker
with an audience of over 100 attending.
The 2/14th LH (QMI) also supplied the Catafalque Party and this
year a highlight was the presentation to the 2/14th. LH (QMI), of
an original letter written by CAPT. Dodds a good friend of
LT. Jack Caskey, on the occasion of LT.Caskey,s death. The
letter will add to the splendid collection of Boer War memorabilia
held in the Museum of the 2/14th LH (QMI) at their Enoggera
Barracks. The 2/14th LH (QMI) has one of the best collections of
Boer War memorabilia in the country.
The service also received television coverage on Channel 7 as
well as on the ABC which helped publicise our efforts to create
awareness of the need for a Boer War Memorial on Anzac Avenue in Canberra

LTCOL Collingburn receiving CAPT Dodd’s letter from
descendants Angus and James Buchanan

———————————————————————————————————————————————-
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Queensland Chairman’s Report

Sculptures
First Horse & Rider - Completion October 14
Second Horse & Rider - The order has been placed due
to more funding.

Welcome to the eighteenth Queensland National Boer War
Memorial Association newsletter.
Site Works Anticipated start date - Dec 16 2014
(NCA suggest a 6 month construction period)
Last Horse - In place by 31 May 17
National News
Progress with our Memorial Site
Funding as at May 14
The site is located on ANZAC Parade Canberra and was
Donations
$488,300
dedicated on 31 May 2008. A slide show and video of the
Cash from Govt.
$200,000
dedication can be seen on the NBWMA website
Commitment
$500,000
www.bwm.org.au
Later Donations
$1,298
Design Progress
Grand Total
$1,386,300
Concept was accepted by NCA after a design competition As at early August Funds now stand at $1499,000
in 2011. The National Boer War Memorial artistic concept Finance
was then unveiled by the National Patron General David In June we received a seeding grant of $200,000 from
Hurley AC, DSC, Chief of Defence Force in Canberra on 1 the Dept. of Veteran Affairs. This allowed the Sculptor to
be commissioned and the grant is ready for acquittal.
March 2012.
This memorial recognises that all Australian troops in the As I mentioned in the last newsletter we now have MiBoer War were either mounted or dependent on horses to chael Crouch as the Chairman of our Appeals Committow their ambulances, artillery and supply wagons, to tee. Now under Michael’s direction we must raise the
match the highly mobile Boer soldiers. It recalls their en- balance of $4m to build the memorial. .
You, our supporters, have been very generous with
durance and sacrifice, cast in enduring bronze.
your help. Please keep it up.
Queensland News
Two walls grow out of the natural landscape to frame
We have just completed a most successful National Boer
the scene: included on them will be an outline of
War Day in ANZAC Square on Saturday the 31st May. We
Australians’ part in the war, a verse from Banjo
had wonderful support from 2/14 LHR (QMI) and we had
Paterson, and extracts from a soldier’s letters home.
representatives from the Light Horse Memorial Troop.
The front wall provides space for wreath and poppy
A big feature of this year’s ceremony was the presentation
tributes. Its six parts remind us that Federation
of an original letter dated Sept. 1901 written by Capt.
united the six colonies into the Australian nation durDodds about the death of his friend Lt. Caskey. The letter
ing the 33 months of the Boer War.
was presented to the CO of 2/14 LHR for the museum.
This magnificent design suits the commemorative purpose, We had 100 present on the day and featured that night on
sits well in the site and it complements the memorials of the Channel 7 and Channel 2 News.
later conflicts that are already erected along ANZAC Pa- Future Events
rade.
On the 27th Sep we will be conducting a history afternoon
rd
NCA latest meeting Results Date 23 May
at the Sherwood/Indooroopilly RSL hall. The theme for
On the 22nd & 23rd NBWMA executives and our Project the presentation will be the engagement at Mokari Drift.
Manager, Major Steve Bain met with our designers GSA Lt. Caskey died at Mokari Drift on the 27th Sep 1901.
and then the National Capital Authority in Sydney and
We will provide more detail nearer the date.
Canberra. These meetings confirmed the progress of the Conclusion
development of the design in accordance with the artist’s We are now in the construction phase and we are still
concept. Some new ideas were also discussed including chasing funding.
the use of QR codes to link visitors at the memorial to the Donation form is included in this newsletter.
www.bwm.org.au website which while provide additional
historical research.
The Design Development will be finished next month in
June.
After the design development is completed, the production
of tender documents will commence.
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Sanna’s Post
By Mick O’Mallon
Back in June of 2012 I received a Descendants Form to
Process for a Ms Joan Furlong of Mackay, the Grand
Daughter of Acting Sgt Harold JOHNSON 5 QIB - Taken
P.O.W Sanna’s Post
31 March 1900. After
his Discharge he
worked in the mines at
Mt Morgan, however;
sadly died of a heart
attack in1909, leaving
behind a wife, one
son, and two daughters.
Background.
In early 1900, the British army, in overwhelming strength,
had occupied BloemA/Sgt Harold Johnson 5QIB
fontein, capital of the
Orange Free State,
and were preparing to drive north to Pretoria, capital of the
Transvaal. Field Marshal Lord Roberts, commander in
chief of the British forces, believed that with the capture of
the capitals of both republics, the war would be all but
over.
While the Burghers of the South African Republic prepared
to defend their capital, with little prospect of success, the
Free State Boers, inspired by President Martinus Steyn,
the spiritual heart of the Boer resistance, and Christiaan
De Wet, their foremost field general, regrouped and prepared to continue the conflict through unconventional
means. Their action at Sanna’s Post was the first largescale use of guerrilla tactics in this conflict.
On 30 March 1900 a 2,000-man Boer force led by Christiaan De Wet advanced in the direction of Bloemfontein.
Reconnaissance indicated the presence of a small garrison of British troops at Sanna’s Post, 23 miles east of
Bloemfontein, which held Bloemfontein's water works. A
British mounted force under Brigadier General Robert
George Broadwood which had earlier attacked other Boer
positions at Thaba n'Chu, was withdrawing there.
Broadwood's force consisted of Q and U Batteries of the
Royal Horse Artillery, a composite regiment of the Household Cavalry, the 10th Hussars, the New Zealand and
Burma Mounted Infantry, and Roberts's Horse and Rimington's Guides (which were light horse units raised from
English-speaking South Africans). De Wet sent 1600 of his
men under his brother Piet to attack Broadwood from the
north, while he himself occupied Sanna's Post to intercept
their retreat.
The action
During the darkness De Wet infiltrated a force of riflemen

into the ravine created by the Modder River, setting the kill
zone of the ambush. At first light on 31 March, Piet de
Wet's artillery opened fire from a set of small hills to the
north as the British troops were striking camp for the morning. Tactical surprise was complete and all were sent into
a state of confusion. The British force began to retreat as
expected, in the direction of the ravine where the blocking
force awaited with orders from De Wet to hold their fire.
The civilian wagon drivers preceding the soldiers were
seized by the Boers and told if they warned the British they
would be shot. Therefore the British soldiers suspected
nothing and approached the river in small groups. As they
did so De Wet’s troops ordered them to surrender, and
approximately two hundred were captured, along with the
six guns of U Battery.
An alert British officer noticed what was happening and
ordered Q Battery to gallop away. De Wet's men then
opened fire. The British fell back on a railway station which
offered substantial cover, while Q Battery under Major
Phipps-Hornby (joined by one gun from U Battery whose
team managed to break away from de Wet) deployed in
the open and opened fire.
This fire, combined with accurate rifle fire from the railway
station, pinned down Christiaan de Wet's men, but Piet de
Wet's forces were increasing their pressure. Broadwood's
ammunition was running out, and he decided to retire to
the south. His guns had first to be recovered. Five were
hooked up and towed away, but two had to be abandoned.
Many British soldiers were killed crossing the 1300 yards
of open ground to retrieve the guns, but unit integrity was
maintained.
Eventually, Broadwood managed to break contact. Approximately three hours later the 9th Infantry Division commanded by Major General Sir Henry Colville arrived to
relieve the mounted brigade, but de Wet’s men had withdrawn to highly defensible positions across the Modder
River and both sides retired from the field. This nevertheless left Bloemfontein's water works in Boer hands.
In all, the British suffered 155 men killed or wounded. 428
men, seven field artillery pieces and 117 wagons were
captured. The Boer force suffered three killed and five
wounded. But even more serious than the losses in the
action was the loss of Bloemfontein's water supplies. This
greatly aggravated an epidemic of enteric fever dysentry
and cholera among the occupying British army, which
eventually caused 2000 deaths.
Aftermath
In recognition of the conspicuous gallantry displayed by
all ranks of Q Battery on this occasion, Field Marshal
Lord Roberts decided to treat the case as one of collective gallantry, under the Rule 13 of the Victoria Cross
Warrant. Accordingly, direction was given that one of
the officers should be chosen by the other officers, one
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Perth Sunday 1 June 2014
The WA Boer War Memorial Committee today conducted
the 112th anniversary of the signing of the Vereeniging
Peace Accords in cool and overcast contentions at the
South African War Memorial in Kings Park.

and War Horse Gee Jay from the 10th Light Horse Memorial Troop served to remind us of the role that horses have
played in our military history and heritage. (10 LH Regt as
the lineal descendants of the Western Australia Mounted
Infantry have south Africa among their battle Honours).
We again enjoyed the services of Group Captain, Dr Mike
Galvin RFD as our MC and the Reverend John Dunn as
our chaplain. John has an RAAF background and provided
well founded and all-encompassing prayers that promoted
the reconciliation intent of the service with sincerity and
conviction.
Brigadier Phil White AM RFD was our keynote speaker.
Phil is a former 13 Bde Commander and is currently Honorary Colonel of 10 LH. He is a High School Principal and
History Teacher. His speech well reflected his proficiency
in both the Professions.

A crowd of around 150 people (plus a number of curious
by-passers) attended. Among our VIP attendees was
Senator the Hon Mathias Cormann MP-Minister for Finance and the Hon Melisa Parke MP, Member for Fremantle, State Government MLC the Hon Peter Katsambanis
MLC represented the Premier and the Hon Paul Papalia
CSC, MLC represented the Opposition.

There were two short addresses from the WA Boer War
Memorial Committee Members. Historian John Sweetman
spoke about 1WAMI’s first action near Colesburg on 9th
February 1900. He was a member of the MHS and
RAAHS team which placed a centennial plaque on the
Kopje called West Australia Hill. A Boer perspective address was delivered by Mr Brian Ross. He is the Grandson
of Commandant George Ross.

The ADF was represented by Captain Angela Bond RAN, Our Director of Music and choral arrangements was Ms
CO Fleet Base West, Lieutenant Mark Timoney, 13 Bde Moira Wilson who along with three others from her sextet
and Wing Cmdr. Turner, RAAF.
were all dressed in nurses uniforms of the era, the other
two member being males, were not similarly attired. They
We are pleased to say that New Zealand was strongly gave sterling service on the day.
represented on the day by the Hon Consul, Chris Ellison
who laid a wreath on behalf of the NZG, Lieutenant Commander Colleen Smith RNZN who laid a wreath on behalf
of the NZDF and our ever faithful Peter Ramsay BEM,
laying one on behalf of the RNZRSA. The NZ in ANZAC
was not missing in action on this occasion.
Not to be left out of the naval triumvirate was Commander
John Farrington, RN representing Her Majesty’s Armed
Forces. Pretty solid representation from three Commonwealth navies.
The catafalque party was provided by Bob Wise and his
WW-1 History re-enactment group, The Coastals Pipe
Band, provided the music and the bugler was provided by
51 ACU Swan Regiment Drums and Pipes. Phil Sullivan
———————————————————————————————————————————————
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(Continued from p3)
And two gunners or drivers by the gunners and drivers for
the award of the Victoria Cross.
The men from Q Battery awarded the Victoria Crosses
were: Major Edmund John
Phipps-Hornby VC, Sergeant Charles E. H. Parker
VC, Gunner Isaac Lodge
VC, Driver Horace Henry
Glasock VC.
Field Marshal Lord Roberts also awarded the Victoria Cross to Lieutenant
Francis Maxwell who voluntarily made five incursions into open terrain
Private H. L. Reece of the 1st under heavy rifle fire to
Contingent of the Queensland recover two guns and
Mounted Infantry was killed in the three limbers, one of
which was dragged back
Battle of Sanna's Post.
by hand by himself, another officer and some gunners. Lieutenant Maxwell also
attempted to save a third gun from capture, remaining with
it until the proximity of the enemy made further efforts impossible.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

South African Military History Society / scribe@samilitaryhistory.org)

Whilst doing my research on what was initially the wrong
river location for our Pte Anderson, I came upon the following information from the The South African Military
History Society, on a couple of derelict blockhouses still
insitu along the Olifant River near Cape Town, which also
perked my interest.
It would seem that General Smuts’ made an incursion
down the Cape in 1901, and divided his force into smaller
groups, who in some cases were several days apart.
Some of his patrols actually got to within sight of Table
Mountain. The Olifant River therefore was clearly of importance to the Smuts' Commando, and the Britts true to
form constructed a number of block houses in the area,
presumable to deter the use of the valley and perennial
stream by part of the Boer commando, and any movement north-south or east of the Olifant River.
Sometime during 1974 two of the old blockhouses were
rediscovered east of the Olifant River in a remote valley
about halfway between Citrusdal and Ceres in the Western Cape. It is circular, and was well built of shaped
stone. It currently stands three metres high, but as there
are a few single stones in the outer part of the wall it is
likely that it originally had one more course, at least on the
outside.
The walls are just over 61 cm thick, with a low door which
is only 42 cm wide on the inner side. Inside, there are
Olifant’s River Blockhouse
regular holes for joists for a floor or gallery at 1,37 m
By Mick O’Mallon
above ground level, and the 16 regularly spaced gun
Recently I processed a Descendant’s Request Form from ports (only 9 remain) are 91 cm above this. This would be
Peter Hill of Buddina, who is the Great Nephew of Pte John suitable for someone kneeling, but not standing to fire. At
Henry ANDERSON, K Coy 5Queensland Imperial Bushmen, KIA Olifants River 24 April 1901.
Where is Olifants River I thought to myself, and was much
surprised after going to google maps, to discover there
were two of them, with one being located down the bottom
S.W corner of the Cape, and the other N.E of Pretoria on
the Eastern side of the Cape. Initially I was unsure as too
which one related to where Pte Henry was operating before
being KIA, until I received confirmatory information from
Miles Farmer ,indicating to me that Pte Anderson was killed
in the area of the Olifants River which flows into the Limpopo; which then flows into the Indian Ocean, being N.E of
Pretoria to where 5QIB had moved after disembarking at
Port Elizabeth on the South Coast 1 External view of the blockhouse, showing the gunports
one of which is broken away.
April 1901.
the existing wall height there would have only been 160 m
The South African Military History of protective stonework, which also suggests a further
course of stones. The gun ports and supports for the
Society.
stone arches were made of shaped, flat iron bars.
Die Suid-Afrikaanse
Krygshistoriese Vereniging
(Cont.p6)
(
———————————————————————————————————————————————
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(Continued from p5)
In some ways this structure resembles a Rice-pattern
blockhouse, but is made of stone and is slightly smaller.
The Rice-type had an inside diameter of 3,75 m, allowing
for the corrugated iron caisson, and the protection rose
1,88 m above the floor. The door in this example is similarly low, but 19 cm narrower. Differences are the raised
floor and the height of the gun ports above the floor 1,3 m
in a Rice-type. There has been little deterioration since the
photograph was taken in 1974, but a local farmer who saw
the blockhouse in the 1940s says that at that time it still
had a ridged corrugated iron roof, the form officially prescribed, though not always used, for the Rice-type blockhouse. No trace of this roof now remains, nor of the missing iron from the gun ports on the side where the top of the
wall is missing. It is difficult to imagine who would have
removed forty year old corrugated iron from such a remote
place in the last fifty years.
The Rice Pattern Blockhouse. The Rice Pattern Blockhouse derives it’s name after Major S.R Rice, of the Royal
Engineers, who Lord Kitchener appointed to devise a cost
effective and mass producible blockhouse. Each Rice pattern blockhouse cost approximately £16 and took its garrison of between 7 - 10 men one day to erect

The purpose of the Oliphant’s River Blockhouse.
There is abundant water in the area, and the upper parts
of the kloof are very steep. While the area around and
immediately above the block house is fairly level and fertile
it would be difficult to penetrate much further upstream or
to leave the valley in that direction. At one time there was
a path running somewhere through that area from the Ceres region to Keerom and Citrusdal, however; no trace of
the path now remains.
In it’s day the path would have been important for two reasons. Firstly, anyone travelling from north to south, east of
the Olifant River, must at some point have crossed
Diepkloof, an inaccessible valley a couple of kilometres to
the south-east, and from the lie of the land the only practical route would have been up the valley to the east of the
blockhouse. Secondly, the fynbos – a type of vegetation

unique to the Mediterranean-climate region of southern
and south-western South Africa, characterized by evergreen hard-leaved shrubs and almost no trees - in that
area is fairly thick, and the path would have facilitated expedient movement of men on horseback through the area.
Perceived Problems with the Olifants River Blockhouse
The weakest point of the blockhouse is its isolation, and
this may be the reason why a second one was erected in
the vicinity. Its size precludes a large permanent garrison
(there were seven men in a Rice-pattern blockhouse, possibly with some extra Black sentries).
There are no obvious signs of trenches, wire, or outworks,
but the surrounding fynbos is pretty overgrown. Water
would have had to be carried about forty metres by hand,
so a prolonged siege would have been difficult; food would
have been carried several kilometres along the path.
Interestingly, the local story is that the blockhouse was
garrisoned by coloured troops, and that one day the local
farmers or a rebel commando, such as that under Maritz,
came along, ordered all of them out and shot them. What
basis there is for this story is not known, but a carefully
timed siege might well have produced a fairly rapid surrender, and the Boers were not keen on the British arming
black or coloured troops. The legend thus makes for interesting speculation, and would not be out of keeping with
Maritz's handiwork.
Blockhouses were generally sited within supporting range
of one another and connected by wire with tins and suchlike attached, so that the Boers would make noise when
trying to cross them. Nevertheless the Boers on many
occasions did cross these lines, but over time they were
remarkably effective in containing the Commandos in areas where they could be run down.

Attack on Brandfort
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Boer War Nurses (edited speech by Senator Claire
Moore, Senator for Queensland)
On 7 August 1900, a 36-year-old woman from country Victoria
died of pneumonia in an army hospital in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe.
Also known as Fanny, Sister Frances Emma Hines travelled to
the other side of the world with nine other nurses as part of the
3rd Victorian Contingent. Fellow nurse, Sister Julia Anderson,
remembered Fanny in her diary. She said:
She died of an attack of pneumonia contracted in devotion to
duty. She was quite alone, with as many as twenty-six patients
at one time, no possibility of assistance, or relief and without
sufficient nourishment.
Sister Hines was buried with full military honours and her grave
is marked by a marble cross paid for by the officers and men of
the Victorian Citizen Bushmen, whom she served with and
nursed. Sister Frances Emma Hines was the first Australian
servicewoman to die on active service. Sister Hines was one of
44 Australian military nurses who went to South Africa in the
early months of the Boer War.
These nurses were part of the medical services of the colonial
military forces. They were all trained nurses. They were unmarried, as was expected in those days, and they were mostly in
their 30s. The nurses went, despite opposition from the British
military authorities. Offers from some of the colonies of nurses
had been rejected by the British. The Queensland government's
offer was refused and those nurses either joined other state
contingents or paid their own way. It seems amazing-they
wanted to serve, yet they were not welcomed. As many as 30
women went to South Africa as civilian nurses, often at their own
expense. They were there to care for the men of their own contingents and were expressly barred from nursing British regular
soldiers.

South Wales detachment were separated and sent to where
they were needed most. Six went to the British General Hospital
and four to the No. 2 Stationary Hospital, both of which were in
Cape Town. The rest remained with the New South Wales
Army Medical Corps at the field hospital in Sterkstroom. As the
fighting moved, the nurses moved to hospitals closer to the
front. They were indeed on active service.
By August 1900, the nurses were operating in Kroonstad, Johannesburg and Middleburg. From September 1901 to February 1902 they were stationed at the No. 31 British Stationary
Hospital at Ermelo. For a time, Sister Nellie Gould was in
charge of all nursing services in the Orange River District. In
March 1900, 10 nurses led by Sister Marianne Rawson left with
the 3rd Victorian Contingent to serve in Rhodesia. Once there
they discovered a desperate situation with outbreaks of enteritis, dysentery, malaria, blackwater fever, measles, pneumonia
and influenza. There were only the most basic medical facilities
available.
Only a few months later all the nurses had become ill, but they
were determined to continue working. Given the dreadful conditions, it is a tribute to their collective skills and resilience they
were able to continue and, unfortunately, only Fanny
died.Nurse Bessie Pocock served in the No. 2 British Stationary
Hospital and she described the conditions in a letter home:
”We worked in an Iron building which was used for Agricultural
Shows. We only had four officers with staff orderlies for 180
patients. The Flies and Mosquitoes being frightfully troublesome
as we were without mosquito nets.”

A contemporary hospital with only four doctors, three nurses
and as many orderlies would struggle to care for 180 patients,
even with modern medical equipment. When you compare that
to what would be available today, it shows the way that these
women were able to serve effectively in true active service.We
had strong, effective professional nursing staff working in the
Prior to the three disastrous British defeats in December 1899,
South African area. Sister Nellie Gould, who led the New South
which became known as Black Week, no colonial nurses or
Wales nurses, went on to serve in a number of hospitals
medical services were allowed to go to South Africa. The 14
throughout South Africa before returning to Australia in August
nurses who left Sydney in January 1900 were members of the
New South Wales Army Nursing Service Reserve and were part 1902. When she returned to Australia, she continued her association with military nursing and then went on to serve in World
of a 108-person detachment of the New South Wales Army
War I. In 1914 she was appointed matron of No. 2 Australian
Medical Corps. They went as part of the 2nd New South Wales
General Hospital and went to Egypt and France. She then
contingent, which included the men of A Battery Royal Austramoved to Britain, where she served until she was discharged in
lian Artillery and the New South Wales Mounted Rifles. They
1919. She was awarded the Royal Red Cross in recognition of
were a mix of professional soldiers and citizen soldiers-and we
hNursing Superintendent Marianne Rawson trained in Victoria,
would know that mix today as part of the Australian tradition.
England and Ireland. She then came back to be matron of Kalgoorlie Hospital until February 1899. In March 1900 she was
The New South Wales Army Nursing Service Reserve was
appointed to lead the Victorian nurses. and then served across
formed in May 1899 by Colonel WDC Williams, who saw the
a range of areas in South Africa. She also received the Royal
need for a professional, dedicated nursing service. It was WilRed Cross in 1902.The Australian Service Nurses National
liams, in the late 1880s, who organised the medical services into Memorial in Anzac Parade lists the conflicts and places Austrathe well-trained and professional service that would operate in
lian Nurses have served. It bears the words: In memory of
South Africa under the command of Sister Nellie Gould, who
Australian Service Nurses whose supreme sacrifice, courbecame the Lady Superintendent of Nurses.
age and devotion were inspiring to those for whom they so
The Australian nurses were destined to serve in most theatres of willingly risked their lives. Their memory will always be our
the Boer War. On arrival in South Africa, the nurses of the New
sacred trust.
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MONUMENTALLY SPEAKING - QLD EDITION
Memorabilia for sale

Illustrated Roll of Qld Units
On CD. CD can be purchased
for $15.00 each + $2.00 P&H

History of the 5th Queensland Imperial Bushmen
By Alan Fogg MBE
Books sell for $15.00 each + $8.00
Postage for one book

BWM Ties!
These quality ties are a great hit. Designed and
made in Australia, these ties are in the Queen
Victoria Medal colours on navy background embossed with the leading horseman from the memorial design.
Priced at $25.00 incl GST + $3.00 postage
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