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NSW Chairman’s Message
This issue sees us yet closer to our goal.
With horse No1 complete, horses 2
and 4 (see page 10) being completed
concurrently and modeling started on
horse number 3. Financially we are very
close to our goal but still need to raise
$100,000 to ensure that all costs are
covered. Ideally, we need to get this in
by January 2017, so if you or your
organisation were considering a
donation in this financial year
can I plead with you to send
that in sooner than later. It
would be silly to fall short
now when we are so close.

Boer War days around the country again
were sparkling. For the Sydney Boer War
Day ceremony we were greatly privileged
to have participation from young people
from Sydney schools including Madeline
Gass, (Sydney Girls High School), Bennett
Walsh, (school captain St Ignatius,
Riverview), Bugler Joshua Stevens and
Pipe Major Senton Lee (The Scots College,
Sydney). They all performed with great
aplomb and were a credit to their schools.
Elsewhere we look at some of the crazy
items carried by troopers, a unique set of
artillery pieces owned by Lord Roberts
personally and review several interesting
publications.
David Deasey

Boer War Day Commemoration Services ‑ p
 ictures inside
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NEW NATIONAL
MEMORIAL
BADGE

$10.00
The new National Boer War
Memorial Badge has just arrived.
It is similar to the Medallion but
30mm diameter, thin and with
different wording.
PRICE INCLUDES POSTAGE
Get yours before the
postage goes up!
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On a beautiful sunny day led by David
Deasey, New South Wales Chairman,
twenty eight people marched under the
Descendants banner.
In its broadcast of the March the ABC
gave excellent coverage of the Boer War
contingent with three to four minutes
of commentary. First was mention of
our group followed by news that the
memorial project was nearing completion
but was still in need of further funding.

An invitation from David Deasey, Chairman, NSW Committee of NBWMA

Book a Speaker for Your Association

D

on’t hesitate to contact me to arrange
a speaker for your association. Our
lively presentations are about 40 minutes
allowing time after for questions, but are
often adapted for both shorter and longer
periods to meet your needs, lunchtime or a
conference.
The story of Australia’s contribution to the
Boer War is little known. Our presenters are

delighted to put our first war as a nation
into context. 23,000 Australian soldiers and
nurses served, 1,000 did not return. We are
remembering them.
Regardless of the duration of the
presentation requested, our speakers need
a working computer, video projector and
screen for supporting visuals and, for larger
groups, a microphone.

David Deasey

To arrange for a speaker contact David Deasey – 0409 585 877
NSW SCHEDULE OF PRESENTATIONS 2016 - David Deasey will be speaking at the following
NSW Antique Firearm Collectors Society
Legions Club NSW, AGM
Mount Colah Mixed Probus Club
Kandos Rylstone Probus Club
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Canada Bay Club, Canada Bay
Club Rivers, Riverwood
Asquith Golf Club
Rylstone Club, Cox Street, Rylestone

SO THAT IT CAN
BE COMPLETED
PRIOR TO
31 MAY 2017
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30 Aug 8:00 pm
10 Sept 1:00 pm
26 Sept 10:30 am
4 Oct 7:00 pm
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We Wander the Battlefields
Matthew (Midge) Carter and Trish
Woodman. Self published in 2015
This is not your conventional book
on the Boer War. It is not a history
of the war as such nor is it a battle
tour publication although there
are plenty of battlefields visited. It
is an account of Midge’s personal
experience in South Africa told as a
series of anecdotes.
He was born in Australia of New
Zealand parents who migrated
to South Africa in the 1930s. This
book is a sharing of his experiences
and, from 1995, his and Trish’s
experiences of touring South Africa,
its battlefields, cemeteries and
historic places (there is a particularly
good section on memorials and
graves). In particular it relates these
experiences to the extraordinary
experiences of the war.
Research in the trove of documents
in the South African Archives
uncovered evidence reversing what
had gone into Boer War history
as the shameful British surrender
of a mining town to a Boer force
commanded by General Jan Smuts
only a month before Peace was
finally declared, 31 May 1902. No

The book is filled with
many stories relating
to Australian and New
Zealand battles such as Koster
River and the role of a civilian,
Emily Back, in that battle. Midge is
a photographer and the modern
photos of these historic places are
superb.
So, part history, part travelogue
and part personal reminiscence,
full of intriguing documents. The
book is a worthwhile addition to
any library not just because of its
Boer War connections but also
because it is a great read.
The cost of this book is $35 and
it can be purchased directly from
the authors by emailing
trishw23@iinet.net.au
Postage costs are Officeworks $11
for one book or Australia Post about
$14 for up to three. There is also
a flip-book form on DVD, which is
cheaper. Please contact the authors.

Reference is made in the text to
video clips. These can be found on
YouTube by searching for Battlefield
Wanderers.
David Deasey

The Men Who Would Not March

Australians were directly
involved, but the event,
at the time, brought shame to
The surrender of Concordia, Namaqualand,
all British troops in South Africa.
4 April 1902. David G Thomas.
Print Matters Heritage, Noordhoek,
David Thomas, University of
Western Cape, South Africa 2011
New South Wales, could not
believe that his antecedent Francis
Piece by piece the evidence, some
Phillips, consistent with what was
circumstantial but a good deal
otherwise known of him, would have
surrendered the town of Concordia directly from cross-referenced
documents, uncovers many of the
together with the mining complex
usual basics for controversy: big
he managed, including two tons
money, business rivalry, ego, military
of dynamite, to a small Boer Force.
rank pulling, colour prejudice,
Yet this was recorded in the few
powerful political contacts,
histories of the Boer War that have
shortages of food, ammunition
bothered recounting anything at
and training, remoteness, poor
all about the action.
communications, supressing
Namaqualand is in the far north
evidence… in the elements of
west of the old Cape Colony,
history as told by those who got in
sharing a border with what was
first to write it.
then German West Africa (now
David Thomas’ revelations are not
Namibia). It is barren country,
quite as earth-shattering as if he’d
but rich in minerals, especially
found Breaker Morant innocent, but
copper, that attracted Cornish
they certainly change the received
miners from 1843, so 20 years
knowledge about the behaviour of
before diamonds and 43 before
several British civil and military wellgold were discovered in Transvaal
known names in both Cape Town
and Orange Free State. Thousands
and London in the late months of
of Cornish miners were actually
the Boer War.
the first of South Africa’s mineral
Keith Smith 2016
‘rushes’.
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Boer War Day Commemoration Services
This year the Service was very well
attended on Sunday 29th May, 2016.
The Rev. Gary Prince returned to
lead the Service and our monument
tableau was the best ever: our
musicians from Scotch College and
the Salvation Army, the popular
Newfoundland dogs, our replica
soldier and nurse, the Barossa Light
Horse and, for the first appearance,
the Cadets of the Legion of
Frontiersmen. A big occasion for
these young boys and girls and they
presented themselves admirably.

Adelaide

Further, we are always indebted
to the South Australia Police who
escort and protect us all.
South Australia this year had our
first country Boer War Day Service in
Riverton on the same day. Mr John
Glistak has researched this district
for their Boer War veterans (see
www.bwm.org.au) and the Riverton
Service was sponsored by the
Riverton RSL. We hope that more
country towns will participate with
Boer War Day Services in the future.
Monty Smith

Photographer Bec Norton

Maitland

Wollongong

A Horseman of
Memorial’s design

LAPEL
BADGE
From

$10.00

NSW
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Boer War Day Commemoration Services

Singleton

Clarencetown

Windsor
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Orange

Boer War Day Commemoration Services

St Marys

Nowra

Mosman

Sydney

Sydney held its Boer War
Commemoration on 29 May
2016. The weather was fine and
sunny. The service this year was
moved to the northern forecourt
of the ANZAC Memorial due to
construction work on additions and
improvements to the memorial.
The key guest was the Hon David
Clarke MLC, Parliamentary Secretary
for Justice. Major General Gus
Gilmore, Forces Commander
Australia was to have delivered
the address but due to operational
reasons at the last minute was
unable to attend. The NSW
Chairman, Lt Col David Deasey (rtd),
stepped in and gave the address.
The former Governor of NSW,
Professor Dame Marie Bashir, was in
attendance, as were representatives
from Sydney Schools. Catherine
Bouchier sang the National Anthem.
The MC was Mr Darren Mitchell.
Students took part: Madeline Gass,
(Sydney Girls HS), Bennett Walsh, (St
Ignatius, Riverview), Bugler Joshua
Stevens and Pipe Major Senton Lee
(The Scots College).
Representatives from all services
and service related organisations
attended as did the Hon Greg
Donnelly MLC representing the
Leader of the Opposition in NSW.
David Deasey
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Sydney
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Sunday 29 May 2016
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Horseman
Number Four
The full size clay model of
the third statue is ready for
casting in bronze.

We still need
money – please
keep fundraising
The Lucky Penny
In early 1901 the South Australian
6th Contingent, traveling by
steamship from Perth to Natal, Africa,
comprised 11 Officers and 127 other
ranks. They were known as the
Imperial Bushmen, rather than just
Bushmen, as the unit was raised at
Imperial request and were effectively
the responsibility of the Home
(British) Government in matters of
pay, allowances and pension. As a
consequence, particularly in the eye
of the volunteers and their masters,
the final composition of the
unit displayed an increase in
middle-class men, many of
them having urban jobs.
Most of the officers were
men from the existing
defence force and many
NCOs had backgrounds
from public schools such as
St. Peters and Prince Alfred
colleges. This tended to give
the role of the common,
patriotic soldier a higher
status and greater meaning
to the mantra: “For God,
King and Country”. In addition the
6th had the benefit of at least a
month’s basic training to supplement
the expected skills of riding and
shooting from horse-back.

On the calmer days of sailing, the
officers often practiced shooting by
setting up a penny on a sandbag and
firing with a small bore target rifle.
Surgeon Major Rogers stood by and
watched the endless misses by the
professional soldiers. When he asked
if he might be permitted to try his
untrained effort, the officers laughed
at first and then one said that as they
had all consistently missed the target,
the doctor could do no worse.
Each officer had been allowed three
shots before passing the rifle to the
next in line, and so it was
passed to Rogers. He
steadied against the slow
roll of the ship, sighted and
fired. For the first time the
penny was hit. For a moment
there was deathly silence.
Then one man picked up
the penny and looked at it
unbelievingly. It had been
hit and greatly dented just
slightly off centre. Again,
silently, it was shown to
all onlookers who seemed
uncertain whether to look
at the penny or the doctor. He stood
as silent as the crowd, embarrassed
that he had out-shot the military. The
red faces of the officers returned to
normal when they acknowledged the
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Surgeon Major Rogers
shot as ‘remarkable luck’. Rogers felt
less embarrassed and the ‘luck of the
shot’ appeased the pro-army crowd.
An impromptu ceremony was held
on deck and the Surgeon Major was
presented with his ‘lucky’ penny.
Years later that penny turned up in
the family home at 118 Hutt Street,
Adelaide and was regarded as a lucky
talisman. Today, it is in the keeping
of Rogers’ grandson, Lauder R ScottRogers.
Dr. Rogers had truly made his mark
with the 6th Contingent.
Lauder R Scott-Rogers

The Elswick Guns
Very early in the Boer War, Royal
Artillery guns were found to be
inadequate for the field operations
encountered. The Royal Navy came
to the rescue by taking guns off its
warships, constructing home-made
gun carriages and taking them into
the field. One of these guns was the
12 pounder naval gun which proved
to be an ideal fit for field operations.
Seeing this and sensing a
commercial opportunity, the
Armstrong Whitworth company
who produced the naval guns
saw an opening for an army
version and so offered the War
Office their field version of the
12 pounder gun. This was a
significant improvement over
the naval version customised to
field operations as it had a factory
fitted recoil system and wheels.
Certain other parts which had
commonality with both the 12
and 15 pounder Royal Artillery
guns. Six guns were produced as
prototypes.
The key advantage this weapon had
was its sights were calibrated out to
8000 yards, clearly out ranging Boer
artillery.
The War Office was not remotely
interested. There the matter might

have rested but
for an eccentric
brewery heiress
Lady Meux. She
bought the guns
from Armstrong
Whitworth and
presented them
personally to
Lord Roberts on
his way out to
Australians and Elswick Battery 1901
South Africa. It was
then suggested that a militia artillery column in 1901 -1902. It is clear from
the photo that men of ‘A’ field battery
battery, which actually included
took the opportunity to familiarise
some of the Armstrong Whitworth
themselves with the operations of
workers from the Elswick works
this weapon. The slightly comical
aspect of all this became apparent
at the end of the war when it
was discovered that because
Lord Roberts owned the guns
personally, the British army could
not dispose of them without his
permission Ultimately, through
various negotiations, Lord Roberts
presented the guns as guardians
to various locations in South Africa
The Elswick Gun
and in the UK.
then going to South Africa, should
Whilst one gun was cut up for scrap
be equipped with these guns and
in World War II, five of the guns
so it was. Thus men who had made
remain including one held by the
the guns actually got to fire them
successor to the Elswick battery in
in action in South Africa. One of
South Africa, 203 Elswick Battery
these guns ended up supporting
Royal Artillery, a Reserve formation.
Australians in Ingouville William’s
David Deasey

Quality Australian-made
NBWMA tie in the colours
of the Queen’s South
Africa medal ribbon
on a navy
background

$28 inc.
postage

From NSW

Original 1900
collection
of Boer War
photographs.
NSW recruits
train and leave
for service in
South Africa.
In this full
A4 sized
publication
photos are
reprinted in
black and white
as crystal clear
as the glass
plates, long
exposures and
huge lenses
made possible
then.

$20 inc. postage

A4
size
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What do you
carry on a
horse?

E Squadron 2 NSW
Mounted Rifles

In researching examples of mounted troopers
in the Boer War for the design of the bronze
memorial troopers we came across a variety of
weird and wonderful items being carried on
horseback. These were rejected for design purposes
as many would present design or construction
problems. You might however like to see some
examples of items, strictly non-regulation, carried by
Australians and New Zealanders.
Most common items were either poultry (additional
rations) or firewood for a hot brew or a hot meal at
night. The New Zealanders of the 6th New Zealand
Mounted Rifles appear to have a selection of either
fencing or building materials, whilst the NSW
Bushmen were happy with just kindling.

Imperial Yeomanry

Please order Commemorative Envelopes

To commemorate
the construction
of the statue of the
first horseman the
NSW Committee
A
recently issued
commemorative
envelopes. They
feature a bronzed
figure of the clay
model of the first
B
horseman and a
A. Envelope with two Australia/Israel
commemorative
joint issue 60c Lighthorse stamps
stamp – Victoria
and Victoria Barracks stamp $5.00.
Barracks Boer War
B. Envelopes with only the Horseman
1899-1902.
figure $2.50 each or 10 for $20.00.
Orders please to
Major Bernadette Mottram - NBWMA Building 96
Victoria Barracks - Paddington NSW 2021

6th New Zealand Mounted Rifles
In our final
push to raise
funds, if you
are not internet
connected please
send your cheque
or money order
to our Victoria
Barracks address
below.
Thank you.

Bushmen

Reserve Forces Day Council
Descendant’s Medallion

War Bar Clasps

50mm diameter with neck ribbon
in the colours of the Queen’s official
service medal, all enclosed in a
presentation pouch.

Should the veteran have gone on to
serve in World War 1 and/or World
War 2 additional War Bar Clasps may
be purchased. These bars may only be
worn with the Boer War Descendant’s
Medallion.

In Memory Medallion
Non-descendants
“IN MEMORY”
Medallions may be
worn by all supporters
of the National Boer War
Memorial project to any
Boer War related event.

For more information
and order forms for both medallions
and the war bar clasps please visit
rfd.org.au/site/Commemorative_
Medallions.asp#boer
or telephone 02 9908 1863
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