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NSW Chairman’s Message
It is exciting to be able to show in
this Newsletter the first pictures of
the model of the second horseman.
The Committee of Management has
approved the full construction of this
horseman. However we still need funds to
construct the remaining two horsemen,
the earthworks and for other expenses
– so will still have a long way to go and
depend upon you our donors.
As in previous years we will again hold
our Supporters’ Reception at Victoria
Barracks Officers Mess on Thursday 13
August 2015. I look forward to seeing you
there.

I would like to congratulate the NSW
State RSL Council for supporting a motion
at its State Conference which was put
forward by Toronto RSL Sub-Branch. In
particular the Toronto Secretary Mr Bill
Noble BEM deserves congratulations. This
motion seeks to have the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission (CWGC) take
responsibility for the maintenance and
upkeep of British graves in South Africa
of Boer War soldiers. Currently nothing
prior to World War I is undertaken by
CWGC. This will now go forward to the
Federal conference for consideration but I
understand that the Federal Department
of Veterans’ Affairs has taken the idea on
board.
to page 2
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South Australian shock

On Friday, 12th June the Director of
the State Library of South Australia, Mr
Alan Smith, announced on television
that there had been a theft from the
Library’s restricted area. The stolen items
were South African Boer War memorabilia
of Lieutenant Samuel Albert White who
served with the 4th South Australian
Imperial Bushmen. Lt White’s diary and
photographs have gone. Monty Smith,
South Australian Chairman, is assisting the
Library in their investigations and the SA
Police have consulted Monty for advice.
Anyone who has information about this
theft please contact the SA Police.

Chairman’s Message continued
In our last issue we began
acknowledgements for those of
you who had sent in donations
during Financial Year 2014/15. We
have found that incorporating
them in the Newsletter caused
our production staff considerable
problems and the results were
not satisfactory. It has been
decided that future donations
will be acknowledged on the
website at www.bwm.org.au/
site/Donors.asp rather than in
the Newsletter.
David Deasey

Progress on
the Memorial

Elands River Commemoration

Elands River commemoration
will be held at Victoria Barracks
Paddington on Thursday 13 August.
Apart from the Commemorative
Afternoon Tea this is a chance for
descendants and supporters to
socialise together in the Officers’
Mess that saw so many departures for
South Africa.
Enquiries to Bernadette Mottram on
bernadette.mottram@svha.org.au

Boer War Day

NSW has yet again excelled by
expanding the number of services
held this year. Reports are in from
Canberra, Clarence Town, Gosford,
Maitland, Mosman, St Mary’s,
Singleton, Sydney, Windsor and
Wollongong. Excerpts as well as
information from South Australia
and Western Australia are here.

Second Horseman ready for full size modelling
The first completed bronze
horseman has now been handed
over to us and will soon be on
its way to storage in Canberra
courtesy of the Australian
War Memorial. By
the time this issue is
read, this should have
been accomplished.
A half size plasticine model
of the second horseman has also
been completed and work will start
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shortly on the full size clay model.
I think all will agree that the detail
and overall effect is breathtaking.
Also underway at present is
completion of the final
design elements for
the site and, again
by the time you are
reading this, we hope
to have submitted them
to the National Capital Authority for
approval.

An invitation from David Deasey, Chairman, NSW Committee of NBWMA

Book a Speaker for Your Association

Don’t hesitate to contact me to arrange
a speaker for your association. Our
lively presentations are about 40 minutes
allowing time after for questions, but are
often adapted for both shorter and longer
periods to meet your needs, lunchtime or a
conference.
The story of Australia’s contribution to the
Boer War is little known. Our presenters are

NSW SCHEDULE OF PRESENTATIONS
6 Aug
9 Aug
25 Aug
1 Sept
14 Sept
24 Sept
13 Oct

6:00pm
10:00am
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
2:30pm

delighted to put our first war as a nation
into context. 23,000 Australian soldiers and
nurses served, 1,000 did not return. We are
remembering them.
Regardless of the duration of the
presentation requested, our speakers need
a working computer, video projector and
screen for supporting visuals, and for larger
groups, a microphone.

David Deasey

To arrange for a speaker contact David Deasey – 0409 585 877

Cronulla RSL
Lambton Bowling Sport & Rec
Lane Cove Library
Warners Bay
Uni of Newcastle (Callaghan)
Olympic Park, Newington
Lambton Bowling Club

Cronulla RSL Memorabilia Group
David Deasey
Lambton-New Lambton RSL Sub Branch Les Perrett
Lane Cove Historical Society
Keith Smith/Paul Lenehan
Warners Bay Men’s Probus Club
Les Perrett
NTHS History Group
Les Perrett
NSW APA Association
Les Perrett
Ausgrid Retirees Club
Keith Smith
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Marching in Memory
Descendants of Boer War Veterans
participate in Sydney’s Anzac Day March
The day began with our replica
SASA flag being carried at the
head of the march, two horses
with empty saddles and boots
reversed in stirrups representing
the veterans of the Boer War and
World War I.
We managed a few photographs
while we assembled the descendants
for this year’s Anzac Day March in
Sydney. The chairman of the NSW
Committee of the National Boer
War Memorial Association, David
Deasey, arrived at the assembly
point looking for fellow descendants.
He was early (having taken the flag

David Deasey

Paul Lenehan

at the head of the march) but soon
others appeared, enthusiastic about
participating in the march. Jenifer
Hogan and Anne Blackwood found
out that they could participate from
reading Monumentally Speaking.
Brian Traylen also struck a pose for
the camera proudly wearing medals
of ancestors from the First World War
and the Boer War. His grandfather
had been second in command of 3rd
NSW Imperial Bushmen.
Paul Lenehan proudly acted as flag
bearer for the day. Paul’s grandfather
commanded the Bushveldt
Carbineers. Committee member
Hamish Grieve with daughter
Josephine and granddaughter Rosa
were present. Hamish’s grandfather,
Gideon, was killed in the war.
Representing the earliest war in the
march, a contingent some 30 strong
stepped out behind Legacy and
at the head of descendants from
other wars. David Deasey followed

Kathleen Payne & Dorothy Swanson

the flag with his son Hugh and Paul
Lenehan’s daughter Emma carrying
the banner.
Mrs Kathleen Payne and Mrs Dorothy
Swanson, daughters of trooper
Edward Glasscock (1ACH), marched
for the first time and it was fantastic
to have first generation descendants
with us.
This year, the one hundredth
anniversary of Gallipoli, the
Sydney March drew about 22,000
participants. A crowd estimated at
250,000 lined the streets waving
Australian flags and cheering. After
heavy rain during the week all
concerned were pleased to be under
sunny skies and to have avoided the
nasty hail storm that followed in the
afternoon.

Brian Traylen

Hamish Grieve

Reserve Forces Day Council
RFD Medallions and
War Bar clasps are still
available
for Boer War veterans who
also served in WWI and WWII
These bars may only be worn
with the Boer War Descendant’s
Medallion
Applications to:
rfd.org.au/documents/BWM_
Medallions/Claspapp.pdf
or telephone 02 9908 1863
Page 4 – Monumentally Speaking Newsletter number 26 – August 2015

Non-descendants “IN MEMORY”
Medallions may
be worn by all
supporters of the
National Boer War
Memorial project
to any Boer War
related event.
For more information

and order forms
Reserve Forces Day website:
www.rfd.org.au/BWM_Fundraise

Boer War Day

Sydney
ANZAC
Memorial
Hyde Park

THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE INVOLVED IN COMMEMORATIONS ON BOER WAR DAY
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Boer War Day

Gosford

Mosman

Singleton

Mosman RSL Sub-Branch conducted the
Boer War Commemorative ceremony on
Friday 5 June 2015 at the Mosman War
Memorial. Rev Dr Max Wood, Rector St.
Luke’s Anglican Church said the Prayers
and gave the Benediction.
Official guests were Commander
Paul Gall RAN of HMAS Penguin, Cr
Roy Bendall, Deputy Mayor, Mosman
Council and Mr Howard Halstead OAM,
Chairman Anzac Memorial Hall Trust.
Several Boer War descendants were
present including Vivien Bowman, Diana
Hollway, Janet Bagnall and Duncan
Spence.
Lt Col Ian Guild MBE (Retd) delivered
the Commemorative Address. He spoke
of the hardship experienced by our
Australians in this war and what it meant
to our young nation.

A small but intimate gathering at
Singleton’s Burdekin Memorial Park
commemorated the 116th anniversary
of the signing of the “Peace Treaty
of Vereeniging”. Attendees included
Singleton’s Mayor, John Martin, Singleton
RSL Sub-Branch President Mick McCrone
and Vice President Lee Roy Palmer, and
students from Singleton’s High School
and St Catherine’s College. Mr Palmer
provided the official welcome.
The service remembered 75 soldiers
who went from the district, particularly
three who did not return; Trooper
Herbert William Waddell of Patrick
Plains (killed in action), Sergeant George
Rogerson and Lieutenant Graham Treatt
(died of illness).
Our pictures show the Trooper W.H
Waddell Memorial and David Brooker,
descendant of Trooper Samuel George
Brooker.

Gosford RSL Sub-Branch and
surrounding Sub-Branches
sponsored this year’s Boer War Day
Commemoration in Memorial Park
Gosford.

St Marys
Fifty persons took advantage of the
‘inside’ Service at St Marys due to the
impending threat of rain. 5 Engineer
Regiment kindly provided a magnificent
Catafalque Party while two students
from Colyton High Trade School joined
other guest speakers by reciting two of
Banjo Patterson’s poems (‘Moving On’
and ‘We’re all Australians Now’). Our
new Sub-Branch Vice President, Frank
Lawton, had a ‘blooding by delivering
the Address for the occasion, and did
a marvellous job with the difficult
pronunciations.’

Maitland
For more reports please
visit the website

www.bwm.org.au

Maitland RSL Sub-Branch sponsored this
year’s Boer War service at the Transvaal
Fountain and Boer War Memorial Wall in
Maitland Park on Sunday 31 May 2015.
Even with the inclement weather they
were pleased to see decent numbers
braving the elements, including the
Mayor and Local Member.

THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE INVOLVED IN COMMEMORATIONS ON BOER WAR DAY
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Boer War Day
Sydney
Our annual service was held on Sunday
31 May 2015 at 1100 at the ANZAC
Memorial, Hyde Park Sydney, following
this year’s theme Fathers of the Anzacs.
The Commemoration address was
delivered to a large audience by NSW
Chairman, Lt Col David Deasey RFD
and drew attention to the close links
between the Boer War and World War I.
Descendant Mr Geoffrey Denyer, Deputy
Principal, Sydney Girls High School
reflected on his ancestors who served in
World War 1 and the Boer War.
The Ode was recited by Miss Rachael
Garrett, Sydney Girls High School and
A B Paterson’s poem The Song of the
Federation by Cadet Sgt Alexander
Baldwin Clark 306 Sqn AAFC, Sydney
Grammar School. The Bugler was Joshua
Stevens from the Scots College, Sydney
and the National Anthem was sung by
a descendant Mrs Catherine Bouchier
and the Scots College Pipes and Drums
provided music for the occasion.

Windsor

The Windsor & District RSL sub-Branch
commemorated the Boer War on
Sunday 31st May 2015. The Sub-Branch
has conducted the commemoration
for many years at the Windsor Boer
War Memorial, and always the 31st,
regardless of the day of week.
There was a very good attendance of
50 plus representing the Hawkesbury
Council, Windsor RSL, Richmond RSL,
NSW Police RSL, Vietnam Veterans
Assoc and descendants of local
Boer War Veterans among others.
Following the Service all adjourned
to the Windsor RSL Club for light
refreshments.
Local historian, John Miller, author of
the book “ Sister Julia Bligh Johnston
RRC” presented the Windsor RSL
Sub-Branch with a replica set of Sister
Bligh Johnston’s medals for display as
shown in the picture below.

Clarence Town
Due to inclement weather, the Clarence
Town ANZAC Committee moved their
service indoors to the Clarence Town
Bowling, Sport and Recreation Club.
Their Bugler, Zac Van Camp has been
playing his bugle at all commemoration
services since he was a teenager. Zac’s
current bugle was presented to him
in 2012 and is believed to be over 150
years old. Zac said he was honoured
when presented the bugle by ex
NASHO, CMF local Eric Jennison.

Canberra
This the fourth year Canberra has held
the Commemorative Church Service
which was well attended with an
increase in general and in the number
of descendants attending. It was
conducted by the Rev Paul Black at St
John the Baptist’s Anglican Church,
Reid, located directly behind the
NBWM site on ANZAC Parade.
The service remembered two
local volunteers. Sergeant William
Bradshaw Galliard Smith of the
2nd Scottish Horse, second son
of the Reverend Pierce Galliard
Smith MA, Minister of St John the
Baptist’s Church for 31 years; he
was killed heroically at the Battle of
Brakenlaagte on 30 October 1901.
Private William Frederik Young of the
1st Australian Horse died of disease at
St Vincent’s Hospital, Sydney; he had
been wounded in South Africa and
contracted enteric fever.
Mr Robert Howse, a direct descendent
of Major General Sir Neville Reginald
Howse VC KCB KCMG, read the Boer
War Day 2015 Message from His
Excellency General the Honourable Sir
Peter Cosgrove AK, MC (Retired).
Mr. Phillip Chalker, President of the
Australian Light Horse Association,
attended in period uniform and while
mounted greeted those attending.
This provided a great period
atmosphere and a fitting tribute to the
many Australian contingents, the majority
of whom served as mounted infantry.

Wollongong
Geoff Cuthbert and two other
descendants held a small wreath laying
ceremony at the Wollongong Cenotaph.

THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE INVOLVED IN COMMEMORATIONS ON BOER WAR DAY
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Boer War Day
Dawn broke dark, cold and
threatening rain. We knew people
were coming in from the country and
we had decided that whatever the
weather, the Service would proceed.
Spare brollies were ready at hand.
The Service this year was led by the Rev.
Alex Stone, the Barossa Light Horse, The
Scots College Pipes and Drums, a Nurse
and a gentleman in authentic Boer War
uniform were in attendance. A special
homage this year, which delighted
those who attended, was to all the
horses who went to war.
Our heritage listed Boer War monument
is in the heart of the city and we are
aware that our annual Service does
interrupt normal Sunday morning

Adelaide
traffic. A special thank you to our South
Australia Police for re-directing traffic
and keeping our people safe.
Our photographs tell the story. With
thanks to our photographer this year,
Bec Norton.
Monty Smith – SA correspondent

THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE INVOLVED IN COMMEMORATIONS ON BOER WAR DAY
Quality Australian-made
NBWMA tie in the colours
of the Queen’s South
Africa medal ribbon
on a navy
background

$28 inc.
postage

From NSW

Original 1900
collection
of Boer War
photographs.
NSW recruits
train and leave
for service in
South Africa.
In this full
A4 sized
publication
photos are
reprinted in
black and white
as crystal clear
as the glass
plates, long
exposures and
huge lenses
made possible
then.

$20 inc. postage
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Junee and the Boer
War
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Sweetland later returned to
South Africa for a second
tour with the South African
Mounted Irregular Forces in
1901 and 1902, attached to
At the time of the Boer War, Junee
was a major railway junction on the the Malmesbury remount
depot in Cape Colony as
New South Wales Southern line.
a commissioned officer. It
Due to its railway importance, it was
appears that Gray may have
also a centre for heavy industry, now
also undertaken a second
much reduced today. It has some
tour of duty but that can’t be
interesting connections with the
Bob’s as rebuilt by Junee Men’s Shed
located.
Boer War.
In World War I, Sweetland
One of its first soldiers to go from
Lord Roberts. It may well have been
understated his age and joined
Junee was a worker at the Railway
one of Australia’s earliest memorials.
up as Corporal No 3683 of the 4th
workshops. Already a serving
It should be noted that the cannon
Australian Tunnelling Company in
volunteer, Farrier Sergeant No
was fully operational (some locals
1916. His luck and fitness ran out and still have visions of firing it one day)
1107, William Gray, served with the
he was discharged medically unfit
Australian Horse and went with its
due to age and rheumatism at the
Squadron to South Africa.
end of 1917. He was 55.
Another from Junee was serving
In 1945 the Cootamundra Herald
member of the Australian Horse
reported that three Boer War
troop, Trooper No 1039, Benjamin
veterans were in Junee hospital.
David Sweetland. Sweetland,
These were RM Wilson of ‘The
educated at Newcastle Grammar
The 1900 Cohoe & Walster Memorial
Meadows’ Junee Reefs, Jack Allen
School, had been a solicitor as well
Cannon
for the Boer War seen here in 1917
and a Mr Miller. We are unable
as the local coroner in the town.
to positively identify these
He had also served several terms
and although by now the type was
people and would appeal for any
as an alderman and as the Mayor.
obsolete by about ten or twelve
information that our readers can
He would be invalided home with
years, it was still an outstanding
provide.
enteric fever in September of 1900.
achievement for a small industrial
firm and shows what Australia could
do. However during the 1920s the
Memorial was removed to make way
for the town’s World War I memorial
and ‘Bob’s’ was taken to the dump.
Fortunately it was rescued by Mr Bill
Walster, who retained it until he died,
when his nephew David Walster
took possession of the cannon. By
Junee street just after Bob’s installation
degrees it arrived at the Broadway
– Bob’s in left corner
Museum in Junee. The wooden
carriage and wheels were merely
wreckage at that point in time but
We would also expect, as Wagga was
the Junee Men’s Shed stepped in
the chief recruitment centre for the
and rebuilt the carriage although
Carington contingent of 1902, that
the wheels installed were not the
there
would
be
other
Junee
enlistees
NATIONAL
E
original pattern due to rarity and
that can be identified. Once again
B
TH
R
cost. The originals were of the jinker
we appeal for information.
type of wheel.
The people of Junee were so
Sadly there is no plaque
committed to the Boer War that a
SO THAT IT CAN
commemorating the Boer War or
town
Memorial
was
established
BE COMPLETED
the town’s local veterans on the
shortly after the war at the head of
PRIOR TO
current Memorial. It would be great
the
Broadway.
A
key
element
was
a
31 MAY 2017
to see a group of Junee citizens
three pounder saluting cannon cast
push to install such a plaque
at the local Junee foundry of Cohoe
commemorating those Boer War
and Walster. It was nicknamed ‘Bob’s’
after the commander in South Africa, veterans on the Memorial.
David Deasey
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John Woods Whittle VC
Tasmanian Boer War veteran, maverick NCO and
second regular soldier to win the VC in World War I
John Woods Whittle was the third
soldier from the Boer War to be
awarded the VC in World War I.
He was born in Tasmania in 1883
and enlisted in the 2nd Tasmanian
Imperial Bushmen (4th Tasmanian
contingent) as Trooper No 347. He
was posted to No 2 Company.
The 2nd Tasmanian Imperial
Bushmen served in Cape Colony.
They were involved in many long
marches and in particular many
long night operations. They were
under the command of General
Sir John French and helped clear
Commandant Schleepers out of the
Craddock district of Cape Colony.
Later they served variously under
Colonels Scovell and Gorringe
in actions at Alimans Fontein,
Rietfontein and Shilder Kranz. In
August 1901 they were part of a
force that captured Commandant
Erasmus and chased Commandant
Kritzinger back into the Orange
Free State. This was followed by
operations against Jan Christian
Smuts in the Drakensberg district.
They finished 1901 with operations
against Van Remans commando
and captured Commandant Besters.
In 1902 they worked with Douglas
Haig’s 17th Lancers and there were
important captures at Grootfontein
and Klein Taffelberg. They were
frequently complimented by
Generals French and Kitchener.
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For Boer War service Whittle was
awarded the QSA with clasps, Cape
Colony, South Africa 1901 and South
Africa 1902.
On return home he joined the
Royal Navy for five years as a stoker,
serving on the Australian station, in
such ships as HMS Challenger. He
then joined the permanent forces
of Australia, first as part of the Army
Service Corps in Tasmania then
was posted to the Tasmanian Rifle
Regiment as Cadre. He transferred
to the AIF in 1915 and was assigned
as a reinforcement to the 26th
Battalion. In Egypt he joined the
12th Battalion missing the Gallipoli
campaign. Promoted to Corporal he
missed his unit’s actions
at Pozieres as he had
been wounded in June;
after returning to the
unit he was promoted to
Sergeant. He was posted
as a member of Captain
James Newland’s ‘A’
Company.
During an attack in
February 1916 on the
French village of La
Barque, he rushed a
German trench and
drove its occupants out. He was
awarded the Distinguished Conduct
Medal for this achievement with the
citation ‘conspicuous gallantry in the
presence of the enemy’.
On 8 April 1917 the 1st Australian
Division began operations to clear
three German outposts in villages at
its front. The 12th Battalion captured
the village of Boursies at a cost of 70
dead and 170 wounded. At this point
Sgt Whittle seems to have been
acting as a Platoon Commander
in the Company. Following several
days rest, the unit returned to
operations on 14 April and on the
15th the Germans launched a series
of heavy counter-attacks. The attacks

forced ‘D’
Company
back
leaving
Newland’s
‘A’ Company
badly
exposed on
three sides.
Newland
withdrew ‘A’
Company
to a sunken road. Throughout the
day Newland’s company faced
successive counter-attacks. At one
point the Germans got into the
trench being held by Whittle. He
restored their position by gathering
all available men, charging the
Germans and driving them out.
Whittle observed a group of
Germans moving a machine gun
that would fire down into the sunken
road. As the Germans
were setting up the gun,
Whittle jumped out
of his position under
heavy fire and rushed
the group throwing
hand grenades. He
killed the entire group
and took the gun back
to his own position.
He was awarded the
Victoria Cross for these
two actions. Along
with Newland’s VC,
these were the only VCs awarded to
regular soldiers later serving in World
War I.
Whittle was wounded three times
during the war and as the “wild man”
on leave was charged on several
occasions. In 1918 all the Victoria
Cross recipients were invited to come
home with then Prime Minister Billy
Hughes and undertake recruiting
duties; Whittle did not return to the
front. After his discharge in 1919 he
briefly enlisted as a reservist in the
40th Battalion before moving to
Sydney. After a succession of jobs he
rejoined the regular Army in 1929.
In February 1934, whilst walking
through University Park in Sydney,
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his attention was drawn by a small
boy who pointed out his young
brother drowning in the lake. Whittle
dived into the lake and recovered the
child who was unconscious. Using
artificial respiration for half an hour,
he finally revived the boy. He himself
was sick for several weeks after
the event, caused by the extreme
pollution in the lake. He had not left
his details but was tracked down and
awarded a Certificate of Merit by the
Royal Life Saving Society. Whittle
died in 1946. One of his sons was
killed in World War II.

Order Commemorative
Envelopes
To commemorate the construction
of the statue of the first horseman
the NSW Committee recently issued
commemorative envelopes. They
feature a bronzed figure of the

The Mystery of the Cobar Volunteers
Cobar at the time of the Boer War
was a much larger town than today
having up to 10000 people. Its
citizens played a part in this war but
perhaps the most enduring mystery
is what became of the nine men
from Cobar who were accepted as
volunteers for the NSW Imperial
Bushmen Regiment in 1900.
These were W J Rowlings, M J
Connolly, T F Meagher, M Stratthan,
J Brady, J F Causer, D J Lloyd, E
McNabb, and C Shannon. They were
farewelled with great fanfare from
Cobar and were mentioned both in
the Cobar Herald and in the Sydney
Morning Herald, yet their names do
not appear on the official rolls. It is
tempting to think that they did not
make it through training in Sydney.
clay model of the horseman and a
commemorative stamp – Victoria
Barracks Boer War 1899-1902.
Orders please to
Major Bernadette Mottram
NBWMA
Building 96 Victoria Barracks
Paddington NSW 2021
Two combinations with the same
size envelopes are available

A. Envelope with two Australia/Israel joint issue
60c Lighthorse stamps and commemorative
Victoria Barracks stamp $5.00.

A Horseman of
Memorial’s design
From NSW

There was a James Rawlings in the
NSWIB, was this Rowlings? Were the
names incorrect?
Yet Edward James McNabb (address
given as Mt Drysdale) reappears in
1901 as a Sergeant, later Squadron
Sergeant Major in the 3rd NSW

B. Envelopes with only the
Horseman figure $2.50 each
or 10 for $20.00.

LAPEL
BADGE
$10.00

Order from Brian Walters at
brian.walters@bwm.org.au
or by mail:
NSW Boer War Memorial Association Inc
Building 96 Victoria Barracks
Paddington NSW 2021

PRICE INCLUDES POSTAGE

Edward McNabb is standing on the left
Mounted Rifles. This rank would be
impossible for him to hold if he had
not already had months of service.
So if he served, where did he and
perhaps the others serve? Was he an
existing volunteer prior to the war?
Is there anyone in Cobar or
elsewhere who could shed light
on what happened to these men
or any other men or women who
served?
McNabb would go on to serve in
World War I being commissioned
into B Company of the 18th
Battalion AIF in May 1915. It is not
clear whether he joined the unit on
Gallipoli or in Egypt. In France he was
promoted to Captain in July 1916.
In January 1917 he was Mentioned
in Despatches and a year later, by
now the Battalion Transport Officer,
was awarded the Military Cross for
‘Distinguished and gallant services
in the field’.
David Deasey
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NEW NATIONAL
MEMORIAL
BADGE

$10.00
The new National Boer War
Memorial Badge has just arrived.
It is similar to the Medallion but
30mm diameter, thin and with
different wording.
PRICE INCLUDES POSTAGE
Get yours before the
postage goes up!

National Boer War Memorial
Commemorative Ice Bucket
The main
side shows
a picture
of the
memorial
design
whilst the reverse shows the
Queen’s and King’s South African
medals. The beige background
represents the South African Veldt,
the date shows Boer War 1899 –
1902. The bucket is in the form of a

Reprint of original and available NOW
The Australians at the Boer War by R L Wallace
New foreword by
Col. John Haynes OAM

nal

Memorial Certificate

Natio

Free to Registered Descendants with
book purchase.
Gluestick it
inside the
cover for future
generations of
your family.
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Army Number (if
known), Surname,
Given name(s) and unit(s) on the form
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high with a diameter of 170mm
(6½ inches).
The cost is $145 including postage
and packing. Please make your
cheque or money order payable to:
William Molloy and send to:

From Victoria

To NBWMA – Victoria, PO Box 2006, Blackburn South, VIC 3130.
Please mail me The Australians at the Boer War. Enclosed is a cheque/money
order (no cash please) for $60 to cover one book and postage.
Name

AL

PL

Address
Town/Suburb
We need more funds. If you
are not internet connected,
please send your cheque or
money order to our Victoria
Barracks address below.
Thank you

State

Postcode

Please enclose a Memorial Certificate as our tribute to:
Surname 		
Given name(s)
Army number

Unit(s) in which he/she served

If necessary, please add a note to clarify your required entry
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Boer War Day

Perth
Our annual Boer War Commemoration
and Reconciliation Service was held at the
South African War Memorial Kings Park,
Perth on 31 May 2015 in the presence
of Her Excellency the Honourable Kerry
Sanderson AO, Governor of Western
Australia.
The service commenced at 1100 with
the mounting of a catafalque party.
Addresses were given by Her Excellency,
Brigadier Phil White AM RFD, Mr Maurice
Kissane, Mr John Sweetman and Brian

Ross who remembered the Boer side of
the campaign.
“My grandfather Commandant George
Walter Ross signed the Peace Treaty of
Vereeniging on this day in 1902. At last it
established peace for the people of his
district and country.
This peace led finally to a united country
of two republics and two colonies. My
grandfather fought to defend a country
that welcomed him as a new settler,
where he succeeded in business.

The new country benefitted my family.
My mother was the first woman to
graduate from the University College
of the Orange Free State. The growing
family business was able to spread into
the neighbouring province of Natal.
In the First World War one of my uncles,
Claude, died serving with the Royal
Flying Corps. In 1916 my father rode into
German South West Africa with the Natal
Carbineers.
Now we are Reconciled. We Remember.”

Fathers of the ANZACs
An extract from the Boer War Day address by
Brigadier Phillip White AM, RFD at Kings Park, Perth
The reputation won by the
Australian soldiers in WW1 clearly
had its genesis in the small battles
and skirmishes of the Boer War,
where the foe was smart - and as
tough as the land they defended.
One such action was the so called
Battle of West Australian Hill which
took place on the 9th of February
1900 near Slingersfontein in the
Colesberg area on the northern
border of the Cape Colony adjoining
the Orange Free State.
On the 6th of February 1900 the
Boer commander, General de la
Rey, took the opportunity created
by the replacement of his opposing
commander to try and outflank
the British position and thereby
threaten the town of Colesberg with
its important rail and telegraph link
between Port Elizabeth on the coast
and Johannesburg in the Transvaal.
On the 9th of February 1900 a strong
force of Boers pinned a British
reconnaissance force consisting
of a squadron of the Inniskilling
Dragoons and a troop of the 1st West
Australian Mounted Infantry, under
the command of Capt H G Moor,
along a line of low hills south of the
small settlement of Slingersfontein.
The Inniskilling Dragoons held a
feature known as Hospital Hill on
the right flank of the British position.
A few kilometres south the West
Australian troopers were ordered to
hold the ridge-line and farm complex
later named West Australian Hill. Both
forces were supported by two guns
from the Royal Horse Artillery.
Capt Moor was determined to draw
the Boers from their position and
trigger a daylight rather than a night
assault. In what we would now call a
pre-emptive
attack,
Capt Moor
accompanied
his troop
of twentysix soldiers
forward
from their
prepared
positions
and in small
sections
they probed
the area to
CSM Johnston Burley their front

in an attempt to discover and then
disrupt the Boer laager. Eventually
succeeding in this tactic, Moor’s
troops found themselves confronted
by three to four hundred Boer
commandoes who charged from
their encampment and forced the
West Aussies back towards West
Australian Hill.
This fighting withdrawal is described
by A G Hales who was a war
correspondent with the Daily News.
He takes up the account:
“Whenever an Australian found
himself in a tight place he simply
dug his spurs into his horse’s flanks,
lifted his rifle and blazed into the
ranks of the foe. If his horse was shot
dead under him he ‘coo-eed’ to his
mates and kept his rifle busy; and
every time the ‘coo-ee’ rang out over
the whispering veldt the Australians
turned in their saddles and, riding
as the men from the South-land can
ride, they dashed to the rescue and
did not leave a single man in the
hands of the enemy. Many a gallant
deed was done that day by officers
and men. Captain Moor gave one
fellow his horse and made a dash for
liberty on foot but he would have
failed in his effort had not Lieutenant
Darling, a West Australian boy, ridden
to his aid and together the two
officers on the one horse got back to
the shelter of the guns”.
From the relatively safety provided
by the ridges of West Australian Hill
the heavily outnumbered troops
defended from dawn to dust to
such good effect that repeated Boer
attacks were unable to displace them.
Had the Boers been successful the
British position around Colesberg
would have been ‘flanked’ and thus
untenable. To quote from Lieutenant
General John Coates, a former Chief
of the Australian General Staff:
“It was a classic example of a handful
of troops in a key position exercising
an influence on the outcome out of
all proportion to their numbers.”
In the Battle of West Australian Hill,
which saw three West Australians
killed in action and five wounded,
were two soldiers who each survived
the Boer War only to sign up to
fight for ‘King and Country’ again
in WW1. The first was Cpl, later
Sergeant Major, Samuel McWhirter

Brigadier Phillip White

who was killed in the assault on
Hill 60 at Gallipoli while serving
with C Squadron of the 10th Light
Horse Regiment on the 29th August
1915. His death was reported by
Lieutenant, later Major, Tom Kidd
who served with the 1st and the 5th
Western Australian Mounted Infantry
in the Boer War. The second was a
27 year old LCpl named Johnston
Burley. LCpl Burley was awarded the
Distinguished Conduct Medal, the then
second highest medal for individual
bravery, for outstanding gallantry in
the defence of Slingersfontein. He
was among the first West Australians
awarded this honour.
Surviving the Boer War, Burley joined
the WA Government Railway as an
engine driver and, after serving as a
training Sgt in the Australian Military
Forces, on the 19th January 1917
lowered his age so he could join
the AIF. Recognising his previous
military and indeed his civilian
experience Burley was promoted
to Company Sergeant Major and
posted to the 5th Broad Gauge
Railway Operations Company where
he served in Belgium and France for
the balance of WW1. In June of 1917
CSM Burley DCM was in charge of
a train moving to the front when a
wagon containing explosives was
set on fire by enemy shelling. CSM
Burley uncoupled the rest of the train
from the explosive laden wagon and,
after moving it along the line to a
safe distance, tried to put out the fire.
The wagon exploded but his actions
saved the train. He was awarded
a bar to his DCM and was the only
Australian to win a DCM in both the
Boer War and WW1.
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