Monumentally Speaking is the occasional newsletter of the NSW—National Boer War Memorial Association No. 20 November 2013

MONUMENTALLY SPEAKING No. 20— Nov 2013 ONLINE

New South Wales—National Boer War Memorial Association Newsletter
"~ ‘ o o "'

r; e

,,“ \J.. 4 ~

BOE W(K I .4'5:\ - = ‘,‘.,w., y % ’_ " AI.,
. e, 2
‘ , LN

www.bwm. og au
- 2 Sl IONAL BOER WAR MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION

- ‘ Patron-in-Chief Her Excellency Ms Quentin Bryce AC CVO
NSW Committee of N BWMA Inc Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia
Chairman David Deasey

T
K T e
. “‘_,nr” - -

National Patron General David Hurley AC DSC Chief of the Defence Force

IN THI/ S / SS UE p 5 Editorial—Tasmania; Surf Life Sav-  pl10 South Australia Report; the Downer
p 2 NSW Chairman; Guest Speaker list ingand the BW name cropped up in the BW
p 3 WO Mitchell at Elands River; Victo- p 6 Gunnedah Gold Medal; Street name? pll Reserve Forces Day Council news;
ria Barracks Reception; NSW Committee  p 7 Federation, and the Flag Gosford’s BW Patriotic Fund
p 4 Scots College in BW; Esperance WA; p 8 ACT Page, more maquette photos pl2 Wallace for sale and an
National and state contact list p9 King’s School and the BW; and 2014 Invitation to lunch
- South Africa Battlefields tour notice P13 Donation Form

— —

Sculptor Louis Laumen has
completed the half-scale
plasticine maquette of the first
trooper of the National Boer
War Memorial Design.

See story page 4, and more
photos on page 8

Cast in eternal bronze.

On display forever on

ANZAC Parade in Aus
tralia’s capital.

Wouldn’t you like to be
able to say to your
descendants
“that bit’s our family’s!”

It’s time to get really serious about fundraising. Sculptor Louis Laumen is seriously getting on with the long
and complex job of the progressive stages of shaping the intricate action forms of horses and men, carving the
minute details that will make this the most striking memorial along ANZAC Parade. He is being generous
with his commitment to the job but he has to make a living from his knowledge, technical skills and above all
his artistry in creating this masterpiece. Can local communities help us keep Louis Laumen on the job?

This is a national memorial but NSW donors have to date contributed by far the most towards its building.

See the brief story on page 4 how a town in Western Australia got serious about local fundraising.
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NSW Chairman’s Message - lookingueqllllally hiz[oric Looking GlasshBay, was
origina is grandparent’s cottage, where Paterson
November 2013 spegnt ma};ly yeirs, V&I/)hilst attendini Sydney Grammar
In this issue, we have some exciting news with the School.
unveiling of the half size maquette of the statue of the  There’s parking space for 50 cars, but you could also
ﬁr.st horseman—t}}e cover picj[ure. I'm sure that you come by boat and tie up right outside.
willall agree that it is a stunning representation. Numbers are limited to 100 seats and the cost of tick-
We still have a long way to go however. Our next ets will be $150 per head. Acceptances will be on a
target is $70,000 for the first stage of the supporting first in basis. See invitation on page 12.
engineering drawings and it is also urgent that we . .
start the second horseman early in 2014 which is an- 1 h¢ NBWMA has had a unique opportunity to repub-
other $475,000. lish Robert Wallace'sbook0 Austr al i anjs &
) . Wa r Iis one of only three modern books which
Can anyone help us with local fundraising efforts or provide a comprehensive coverage of the war from an
do you know of anyone who would love to be ama- 4y 5rafian perspective, none of which are in print
jor contributor to these targets. (until now) and are often scarce even on the second-
Your committee is also desperately seeking more hand market. Modern overseas works tend to ignore
members to fill such roles as Secretary, Descendant’s  the general colonial effort and seem ignorant or con-
Registrar and Assistant State Treasurer. We also need  fused on Australia's contribution. Not helped by some
volunteers about four times per year to assist in the sneering assessments by some senior Australian his-
mail out of newsletters. If you think that you can help  torians who claim that the Australian contribution
in any way please contact us. had a negligible impact on the course of the war. If
2014 is the 150th anniversary of ‘Banjo’ Paterson's you want a good overall picture of Australia’s Boer
birth on 17 February 1864. Paterson was a war corre- War effort espe01a1'1y on the early per.lod the‘n this is
spondent in the campaign and a great supporter of the ~ the book. Wallace is a great read, so if looking for a
Australian soldier. He wrote a range of poetry and Christmas present, this might well be what you are
articles on the war. He is also regarded as one of the ~ Seeking. )
greatest of our bush poets and symbolizes our Reminder:
theme for the ycar of A Th e Bus hmen DPlanning for 2014’s Boer War Day.
We invite you to join in a commemoration to mark The date for this is Sunday 1 June.
the occasion. The 2014 theme is recognition and
The function will be a lunch for supporters and de- commemoration of the Bushmen’s
scendants to celebrate the sesquicentennial and will contingents of 1900.
take place on Sunday, 16 February 2014. This is a
fund raiser for the project. It will be held at the David Deasey I KFEANXYLFY
‘Banjo’ Paterson Cottage restaurant at Punt Road, b{2 /2YYAgSS 27
Gladesville in Sydney. This 1830s building, over- david.deasey@bwm.org.au
PLEASE DONATE FOR THE NATI ONAL BOER WAR MEN
SO THAT I'T CAN BE COMPLETED PRI OR TO 25.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me to arrange a
speaker for your association. Our presentations are
about 40 minutes allowing time after for questions.
They can be adapted for both shorter and longer peri-
ods to meet your needs— lunchtime or a conference.

The story of Australia’s contribution to the Boer War
is little known and our presenters are delighted to put
our first war as a nation into context. 23000 Australi-
an soldiers and nurses served, 1000 did not return.
We are remembering them.

Regardless of the duration of the presentation re-
quested, our speakers need a working computer, vid-
eo projector and screen for supporting visuals, and
for larger groups, a microphone.

Presentat ons

Guest Speaker Schedule

To arrange for a speaker contact David Deasey
0409 585 877

david.deasey@bwm.org.au

2014 (Known at time of printing)

19 Mar Saratoga Probus TLJ

25 Mar Hornsby U3A (am) and Parramatta Legacy (pm) DD
12 Apr Kuring-gai History Society DD

12 Aug Parramatta Legacy KS

TBA

Karuah RSL TLJ

) Letters and donations: National Boer War Memorial Assn, Building 96, Victoria Barracks, Paddington NSW 2021
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August 1900—the siege at Elands River
Sergeant Major James Mitchell, a Tenterfield Mounted
Rifles reservist, enlisted in the 3 NSW Bushmen’s contin-
gent. His one object was to meet the Boers. Instead he had
been posted to the routine duty of guarding convoys of
British supply wagons overnighting on a flat above the
Elands River. On 4 Aug 1900.

The Boers, who had been quietly surrounding the staging
post and had dug in artillery on top of the kopjes around it,
attacked with the object of capturing the supply wagons.
They were unsuccessful in dislodging the mixed force —
Australians and Rhodesians with a sprinkling of others—
even when they offered a surrender on generous terms.
The attacks increased in duration and intensity killing eve-
ry horse, mule, bullock and the stock cattle, as well as
many men. Aggressive fire damaged the supply wagons.

S/Maj Mitchell was wounded in the leg on 9 August. His
wound wasn’t serious, but he was taken to the Queensland
makeshift field hospital (Capt A Duka) where he was much
more seriously wounded when a Boer shrapnel shell hit it.

His leg had to be amputated, but the wound then became
infected and he died on 12 August.

The story is told in a letter from the Capt James Francis
Thomas, who was at that time the CO of A Sqn NSW Citi-
zens Bushmen at the siege. (Later was the solicitor ap-
pointed to defend Lts Handcock, Morant and Witton.)
Capt Thomas had positioned his men carefully, organising
six defendable sconces walled with rock and bully-beef
boxes, earth and flour bags
“...on the eastern side, all guarding the water supply,
under Lt Zouch. S/Maj Mitchell took charge of one
of them....the bombardment was terrible.... Tpr
Waddell was killed instantly, almost at the same mo-
ment poor Jim Duff. Next a shell struck the sconce
that S/Maj Mitchell was in and all three in it were
wounded. [Tpr James] Struck, [Tpr Charles] Hurtz
and [Tpr Samuel] Lawer and myself dug his
grave....We placed grass at the bottom. Struck and
Lawer wrapped him in blanket and carried him to
the grave. It was a sad duty for us.” Wallace p 268

Descendant and Donor Reception 15 August 2013
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PLEASE DONATE FOR THE NATIONAL BOER WAR MEMORIAL NOW
SO THAT IT CAN BE COMPLETED PRIOR TO 25. 4. 2015

NSW Committee of NBWM Assn Inc

Chairman: David Deasey 0409 585 877
david.deasey@bwm.org.au

Mailing list: Donna Hampton
0419 995 653 donna.hampton@bwm.org.au

RSL: Dr Rod Bain rbain@rslnsw.org.au

BW Memorials & Medical Corps: Dr Bill Molloy
william.molloy@bwm.org.au 02 9144 5309

Nursing Corps & Functions: Bernadette Mottram
bernadette.mottram@bwm.org.au

Armoured Corps: Owen Graham
owen.graham@bwm.org.au

Vietnam Veterans: Tony Fryer
fryerfam@tpg.com.au

NSW North: Sheldon Maher smaher@bigpond.net.au

Hunter Valley and History: Les Perrett 02 9907 6039
lhperrett@bigpond.com

Museums: Ken Griffin 02 9518 9363

Badges: Brian Walters brian.walters@bwm.org.au
Ties: Paul Lenehan 02 9427 3781
paul.lenehan@bwm.org.au

Marketing: Harvey Baden harvey.baden@bwm.org.au
Jilly Warren verdant1@bigpond.com

Hamish Grieve hamish grieve@hotmail.com

Mo nument al |E§itor/Puili@tyaHleith Smigh
keith.smith@bwm.org.au

Or write to:
The Chairman, NSW Committee
National Boer War Memorial Assn Inc,
Building 96, Victoria Barracks, Paddington NSW 2021

This edition of Monumentally Speaking is also available online at www.bwm.org.au Newsletters.
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Spreading the load. Esperance, WA: five old soldiers, members of the local RSL, teamed
up to chop up a trailer load of wood, raffled it from a card table outside the Post Office (as well as
various other methods of persuasion!), and sent a cheque for $827 to contribute to the building fund
for the National Boer War Memorial.

They also found two more first-generation descendants—daughters of Boer War veterans. Beat that!!

National and State Contacts
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States and Territories
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PLEASE DONATE FOR THE NATIONAL BOER WAR MEMORIAL NOW
SO THAT IT CAN BE COMPLETED PRIOR TO 25. 4. 2015
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A Neat Gold Medal - The Gunnedah and District Active Service Medallion—1
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PLEASE DONATE FOR THE NATIONAL BOER WAR MEMORIAL NOW
SO THAT IT CAN BE COMPLETED PRIOR TO 25. 4. 2015
Wh atls in ana me? are: Buller street in Bellevue Hill, Transvaal Ave in Double

Bay, Plumer Rd in Rose Bay, and Ruthven in Bondi Junction
Elands—NSW town name: From Taree about an (there’s another in Milperra). There’s a Rimmington St in
hour’s drive north west on Tourist Drive 8, Elands is a small ~ Artarmon, a Methuen in Riverwood. Bound to be more, espe-
town on the Bulga Plateau a short way from the marvellous  cially in towns and suburbs that were developing at the time.
20 metre drop Ellenborough Falls, one of the highest single-  Please let us know what you find.

drop waterfalls in the southern hemisphere. As we get closer to the centenary of WW 1, it’s particularly

Vashti Farrer hasn’t been able to go anywhere without check-  interesting to find BW veterans who volunteered again, and
ing out street names since we last ran an article on them in who fought well in it, achieved higher rank and, of course,
Monument al | y p3gpdeHekldtest discodrdes 1ltlbse who paid the supreme sacrifice init.  Lest we forget.
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Federation, the Boer War and our first national flag 1901
Flag day observed on 3 September 2013, it's 112th Anniversary
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See bwm.org.au/site/In_the News.asp for story and photos
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ACT Committee of the National Boer War Memorial Association

BWM'’s first trooper half-scale maquette —
some other angles

hairman Hon.
Tim Fischer AC
was presented

lbO\ /e Cape
Town while
conducting a
Boer War tour
in October 2013

Cover story cont.
Sculptor Louis

Laumen’s brilliant
details.

PLEASE DONATE FOR THE NATIONAL BOER WAR MEMORIAL NOW
SO THAT IT CAN BE COMPLETED PRIOR TO 25. 4. 2015

Monument al lopline 8dpiesate thasane as this paper one, except all the links to other sources ‘work” when you
click on them with your mouse. http://bwm.org.au/site/Newsletters.asp

ACT Committee — National Boer War Memorial Assn Inc
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1 Kings School was founded in 1831 so was a ‘mature’ institution .
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PLEASE DONATE FOR THE NATIONAL BOER WAR MEMORIAL NOW
SO THAT IT CAN BE COMPLETED PRIOR TO 25. 4. 2015

Batle_LeIds of the
EEEmEEEhe wor |l d. |t
»ouring-ZtuhIeuAbn

geaar,ts Au st

20 nights & 21 day v’
Gl','fc_i with local
sites .VL.SIted "Th
*A‘ﬁ‘St NaZ i saint es oBa
vﬁfqm;.é'Gra-span,‘ Mo
BME I i s T Clas.s"-'*;rh&‘._
Eluseums._ vAl®I you negied
)V\I\Am‘bat1efeldsofohremcoar1'
IdeWCt@D.ga]hls_Wea,t-herall

mdweatmej A" eqag.@puaglplofnedd crmengper o f

Letters and donations: National Boer War Memorial Assn — Building 96, Victoria Barracks, Paddington NSW 2021 9

i
t


http://www.bwm.org.au/documents/NSW_Newsletter_201211.pdf
http://www.bwm.org.au/documents/NSW_Newsletter_201211.pdf

Monumentally Speaking is the occasional newsletter of the NSW—National Boer War Memorial Association.  No.20 November 2013

SOUTH AUSTRALIA CHAIRMAN'’S REPORT David McGowan PSM

ANTICIPATING DESCENDANT’S DAY 2013
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PLEASE DONATE FOR THE NATIONAL BOER WAR MEMORIAL NOW

SO THAT IT CAN BE COMPLETED AND DEDICATED PRIOR TO 25. 4. 2015

was promoted to Lieutenant.
FAMILY MATTERS P | . |
He was the eldest son of Sir John William and Elizabeth
Old South Australian Name (nee Henderson) Downer, solicitor, State and Federal MP,
Member for Barossa 1878 to 1901.

Re John Henry DOWNER John Henry was educated at Saint Peter’s College. His
Many who have started researching their family records for name appears on the school Boer War Honour Roll.
military service in WW1 have been surprised to find that ~ John Henry Downer lived at Blackwood and was an or-
their soldier or nurse ancestor had previous service just 12 chardist. He never married.

or more years earlier in South Africa. Regrettably, he did not long survive the post-war period.

While searching her own family’s records, SA committee ~ He died aged only 38 on the 29™ June, 1911.
member Mrs Monty Smith came across a John Henry
Downer, L/Cpl, No. 16, in the 4th South Australian Imperi-
al Bushmen for service during 1900.

Our present Alexander Downer is a grandson of Sir John
Downer, and descends from Sir John’s second marriage
with Una Haslingden Russell. Sir John’s first wife, Eliza-
Stumbling across this famous SA surname warranted look- beth had died in 1896.

ing further. Lt John Henry Downer’s name and story is not on the

A year after completing that tour of duty as a Bushman, BWM’s website: bwm.org.au/site/Descendant Database.asp
Cpl JH Downer volunteered to serve again, this time short- Maybe a copy of this newsletter to Alexander Downer?
ly after Australia’s Federation, for the 4th Australian Com- < . p a
‘monwealth Horse (SA) and because of hlS service record SRAGZNY OKI YT €2dz a2 )/ !

F2N

South Australia Committee — National Boer War Memorial Assn Inc
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RESERVE FORCES DAY COUNCIL
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WWI, and even WWII
The RFDC is also especially keen to talk ¢tKSe Yle 2yfe o685
with the descendants of the two Officers 58S éAO Sy IVQAI-V)/ idQa af
who are veterans of the Boer War and 6 ¥Sg YSREEtRR2Y

WWIl—see photographs:

Major General William Holmes CMG DSO

VD, born in Sydney in 1862,

Gosford’s BW Patriotic Fund

The old School of Arts at the corner of
| Mann Street and Georgiana Terrace,
'was originally built in 1888, partially
| burnt down in 1927 and rebuilt on the
: stone foundations in 1929.
| Owned by the Education Department
I in modern times, it was the scene of a
| great many events in its colourful histo-
Ity, such as the Magic Lantern shows
: enjoyed before movies were invented
| (precursor to today’s slide show), and
: there were magicians, tumblers and jug-
| glers, singers and dancers, flower shows,
' silver and golden wedding celebrations —
I whatever—lt probably happened in the
I' School of Arts.
| During the Boer War in South Africa,
I'local men who volunteered for the army
| were given send-offs and welcome home
: parties in that hall. These were all very
i well attended, and the men were pressed
| to give descriptions of camp life, or the
| happemngs on the battlefields.

I One man told the audience that he

: hoped he could fire bullets better than
I'words. Another said he would rather

| face the Boer bullets than make a

I speech! The Boer republics—the Or-
l'ange Free State and Transvaal—were at

| war with the British, and a great many

I Australians volunteered to go and fight

| alongside the “Home Country” troops.

I In April 1900 T h e
| wrote about a “Send-off to Our Boys”

I' which it described as the largest and

; most enthusiastic event held in the

I School of Arts for a long time. The resi-

I LILI A @wwerfd.ofgYau/documents/
BWM_ Medallions/Claspapp.pdf

Orring RFD on 0403 160 750

dents were honouring the departure of
enlisted members of the Imperial Bush-
men’s contingent.

The men were Sergeant Flem Campbell,
Corporal Tom Humphreys, Troopers
George Fletcher, Herbert Ogden, Joe
Aggett and John Murray. In addition
were Corporal W. Murdoch, Troopers
Robinson and Ben Partridge and Private
Bill Lilley (3™ contingent). Other volun-
teers were farewelled at different times.

The hall was well decorated with ferns
and flags and women being well repre-
sented among the 125 people at tables
with Mayor Jeremiah J. Mason.

The toast “The Queen” was honoured
enthusiastically. Queen Victoria’s long
reign ended with her death less than a
year later, in January 1901.

The soldiers of the Queen were each
presented with a silver matchbox, to be
suitably inscribed before their departure.

Earlier in the Boer War, the g
Mayor Jeremiah J. Mason had .
convened—and chaired—a
public meeting to form The
Patriotic Fund called the
Gosford and Brisbane Water
District League.

It was held in the Council
Chambers, temporary premis-
es in that year of 1900, as the
first purpose-built chambers
were not opened at the south

The fund was established to
assist such members of the
New South Wales contingent
to South Africa who might be

oy A L A &
3 i‘? »

injured or wounded, or the wives and
families of those who lost their lives
doing their duty. Mr C.E. Cotter said,

fino matter how enthL
in the cause, we Icar
front, but it is:up
to Il ook after those

The Mayoress similarly called a meet- !
ing of Ladies of Gosford on 1 Feb 1900
to form a Women’s Branch of the Patri-
otic Fund.

Because many people of low income
wished to donate, the Patriotic Fund
opened “A Shilling Subscription” and
most (like one who called himself Ab-
sent-minded Beggar) paid anonymously.
Australians are quick to donate to good
causes.

In 2013 Gosford held its first Boer
War commemoration for many years.
Like the historic meetings, this one was
a combination of support from commu-
nity groups led by
Kay Williams and
support from Gosford
Public School led by
Jenny Newton whose
. students completed a

“ %5 unit of work on

3  Gosford and the war.
The community came
_together to take part
in the commemora-
tion of Boer War Day
§ then the students
- showed visitors their
assignments on the

war.
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Just $48 per copy + posta«
t wo celpiysanother tovkplt@/é’aas 3
Presentl a memorial certfcaite

Back in print and available NOW
The Australians in the Boer War
By
RL Wallace

New foreword by Col. John Haynes OAM
President of the National Boer War Memorial Association Inc

Memorial Certificate

Registered Descendants free with book purchase
Gluestick it inside the cover for future generations of your family.

Please advise veteran ancestor’s Army Number (if known), Surname,
Given name(s) and unit(s) with order as on the form below.

#, ORDER FORM-—cutout, photocopy, legible handwritten all fine, and keep a copy for yourself.

' To NBWMA—Victoria, PO Box 2006, Blackburn South, Vic 3130

Please mailmeacopyof The Austr al i anEnclesddisa he: Bc
cheque/money order (no cash please) for $60 to cover one book and postage. :
: My address:
g 155 g e gl G A P21 1 1 T Street coevveeiiieiiinieiniiennionnnnn
Y w2 Town/Suburb .....ccoovvviiiiiniiiiinnnenan. State ............. Postcode ...... :
K’% who serocd with
Krl NSW Citizens Bushmen |14 Please enclose a Memorial Certificate as our tribute to:
¥ 5 "“g“f"? the 2 ‘ﬁ Army Number ........ Surname .............. Given name(s) ......ccevennennne.
t :
nu‘)m u:ggg " Unit(s) in which he/she served: .........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnne
HEE :
(If there is insufficient space for all names and or units, please underline the preferred entry.) :
P T ) RN e e

Banjo Paterson Lunch — Invitation New South Wales

Commemorate the SMH Boer War Correspondent / e ‘

Poet / Lawyer / WW1 Major commanding Remount Depot in Egypt " Quality Austr a I [

Where? . Fy22 tI GSNE2Y /2§l 3§ WS
www.banjopaterson.com/ |

When? { dzy Rt & mc CS06NMzZt NEBE HnAafmn
Why?/ 8t SoNI (i8S MpniGK | yyAOYNE lo NE 3188y 5 A

FyeRSYSR SydSNIFAYyYSyd | 2a ¥
Who?Can onmyn®e@i NA { )\)fXCDCDj
How Much?bPmpn SIF OK f dzy OK I-)/Ifif

Contact Jilly Warren 02 4576 3005 verdant1@bigpond.com

: 8
.l enehan@bw
R& home:
6 Angus A§ve,
Lane Cove NSW
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